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Letter dated 16 Aua_u_s_t_J_973 from the Chairman pf_the Working_Qro~ 
o f  t h e  Wlnole a d d r e s s e d  to  t h e  Chai rman o f  S u b - C o m m i t t e e  I I  

I have the honour to inform yo~ of the progress of the work of the Working Group 
of the %'¢hole of Sub-Contmittee II. 

A% %he meeting of officers of the plenary Commiitee held on Monday~ 6 August 1973~ 
%he q~7.esiion of discussion of reporis in Sub-Committees and Working Groups came up for 
consideralion. Afier a discussion on %he subjec%~ the officers set %he da.ie of 
15 July as a time-limit9 %o be applied flexibly~ for the discussion of reporis in %he 
Sub-Committees and Working Groups. 

At %he Commi%tee's~lOO%h mee%ing~ held on ~[onds4r~ 15 Augus%~ %he Chairman reminded 
%he Committee that i% had been decided that %he Working Groups were %0 finish %heir 
work by !5 August, on %he understanding that %hey could still meet after %hat date if 
He c e s s ary. 

At %he meeting of the ChailTnan of %he Con~nittee and the Chairmen of Sub-Committees 
held on Friday~ I0 Augus%~ it was stated %ha% the Working Group of %he Whole needed 
more meetings in order to continue and complete its work. At %he Committee's lO0%h 
meeting I stated %ha i% was desirable %0 al_ow %he Group the ~ime it still needed in 
o~der %0 complete its work. in %he course of severa.l meetings of the Working Group 
of %he Whole~ %he members stated tha%~ in view of the particularly difficult task 
entrusted %o %he Group and %he complexiiy of %he subjects it had to deal with~ it 
needed %0 be allowed as many meetings as possible. I_t was consequently decided~ a% 

! " • the last meeting of the Cha.imns:n of the Commzttee and %he Chailmen of Sub-Commi%%ees~ 
%ha% in the week 13 to 17 August the Working Group would hold seven meetings~ 
inc!udJ.ng a. meeting on FridaTf afternoon~ 17 August. it was further decided %ha% 
Sub-Con~nittee II would hold three meetings on Monday~ 20 August. 

Also a% the Con~it%ee's lO0%h meeting~ with your consent~ I delivered an oral 
report on recent progress in %he Working Group° That report is dated 13 August. !t 
refers to the reports ! have made on the work of the Working Group of the Whole 
(see doou_men%s A/AC.138/SR.93 and 95~ A/AC.158/SC.II/SR.57~ 62~ 65 and 71). The latest 
report is reproduced in document A/AC.138/SR.IO0. 

In t~e light of all these progress reports on the work of tile Working Group of ~ 
%he ~Tnole~ therefore~ i consider %ha% all delegations have been well i~omned aboL~$ 
tha t work. 
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With regard more specifically to the la.tes% actlvities of the Working Group of 
%he l~6!e~ %he Crouphas ~.~ade appreciable progress since %he members have .been 
supplied with such u.seful tools as the :c. ompar..a$ive %able and consolid.i.ted %ex%~. • 
Variants have been Submitted to the Secretariat on item 2 (%erri%oria! sea). and. 
related qaes%ions{ .item 4 (straits L~sed for international navigation) ~ i%em 16 
(archipelagos)~. ~i.-%.em-.5 (continental shelf) ~ item6 (exclusive economic zone)~....,. 
item 6 (preferential righ%s) ~ item 8.4- (management and Conserva%.±0n of living . .. 
resources)~ item 9 (rights and interests of !and-locked .c:0u~ntries)} item iO 

f (righ$s and interests of shel_-locked orates and States-with narrow shelves :or short 
coas%lines)~, and item !I (rights and interests of States with broad shelves). Hence 
the Secretariat is now in possession of a great mammy variants in the form of folm~ulae~ 
draft ar%iq!es .... or par.%s...0~g.!..dr.~g.% articles, A% its,.40%h me6.%ing.~..".held on.;...1 5 Augus%~ 
the Working Gro.,pu .o<:.%he[:!l!lh.01~ ' dt0.id,.e.d~.: in order %¢""expedi:.%e .... its ..work~ that 
delegations might transmit direct %o the Seoretaris:t~ not later than Friday~ 
17 .. Au'gus%.~. ar~v va.r.iamts.v~hich %hey might wish 9o seeincluded in a text containing 
all variants. ~;,~a.t is needed now is %o sort these varian%s~ set. %he~ in order.and 
classify %hem item by item in accordance with the list of subjects and issues, It 
was decided .that .%he Chairman of Sub-Committee II and the Chairman of the Working. ~- 

• 

Gro.~p .wo~i:d. use %heir influence %o reduce %he m~.~iber of variants ~ so far as possib!e 
%0 a reasonable figure, The .... %hree meetings assigned %o %he Working-.GrOu p .by ~he-. 
officers las% Monday ~:~i!! be used for-.this p~rpose. " • .~. -. : . 

• • . ..: . ]~-. . "] •. 
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I am sending you %his letter for infom~na%ion. I would emphasize 9ha% its 
contents are PUrely: prel-i~ina.~y and not %0 be.:._~egs:rded a.s:. a~r@por%, l..sho~Id ~e 
grateft~l if, . as Chai.~nan- of .iSt~b-.-~Corm~it%ee II~.:~ou ~koald kindly bring :%his letter 
%o the no%ice of .,the Sub-Co~mni.t:tee" s members, 

I would also inform yo~ %ha% I intend %o sLtbmi% %o Sub-Committee II a report 
on the work ..of the.Working. Gro:up.. of the 1~o!e at %he beginning of next week. This 
report will be ..shor.t and-s.imple.,.,and no attempt will. be made to reprodttce or .analyse 
%he v.i.ews express~ed in the .~coL~r..9[?-...of discussion, The repot% will lay the at.tess_on • 
any ..%a-...ngible res.a!%s which the .l,.lorking GroLtp manages .%o. achieve and which ma.y: 
fa.ci!iSate the .%ask:0f prepa, ring for the Conference. " ' 

($i ATie_~ ~ [~oln, o el ~ R~DJJ] I .. 

• Cb~.rman of the ~,v 1<<:ng Group .... of the b~ole 
of Sub-Commit%ee II 

i" ,' ' 
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