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Forther to the progress reports which I have had oocasion to make on the work of
the VWorking Group of the Whole of Sub-Committee IT (see documents A/AC.138/SG.II/SR.57,
62, 65 and 71, and“A/£C.138/SR.95,'95 and 100) and the letter which I addressed to you
on 16 Mgust 197% (4/46C.138/8C.IT/L.57) on fhe same subject, I have the honour to
gubmit to you the final réport of the Wﬁrkihg Group of the  Whole.

I should be grateful if, asg CHairman of Sub-Committee IT, you would kindly draw
the attention of the Sub-Committee's members to the contents of this letter and to the
report which you will find asttached heretc and if you would regard them, together with
my letter of 16 ingust already mentioned, as a coherent whole reflecting the activities
of the Wofking“Group of the Whole since its inception.

Duringithe digcussions in the Working Group of thé Whole, delegations have made
every effort to transiabe proposals inte spscific and precise formulae and often into
draft ar%icies, thus iacilifafing the work of the Working Group of the Whole.

I have therefore refrained from reproducing or analysing the views expressed by
delegatigns in the course of discussion; I hrve confined myself to reporting facta,
communicating the frank and cordial atmosphere which hag always prevailed in the
Working Group of ‘the Whole, summarizing %he resul te obtained to date, and annexing %o
the report the relevant documents. ' '

T wish to thank you pefsomaily for ali the support you have given me in performing

-my difficult task, and would ask you to fransmit to my colleagues, the members of

Sub-Committee Ii;'my deep gratitude for such favourable reception as they may give this

report.

(Signed) Moncef KEDADT

Chairman of the Working Group
of the Whole
of Sub-Committee IT

GE.'73-51381
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Report of the Chairman of the Working Growp of %he Whole bo Sub-Comnibbes I

1. At its Slat mectlnbg held on 9 March 1 75, SubwGommlttﬁe IT of the Committee on
the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-bed and the Ocean Flcor bayond the Limits of National
Jurigdiction set up a working gTOUD CF Lled the Working Group of the Whole.

2. In an understandlnp reauheu at that meeting, it was aeCLd@i thet the Worlting Group
of fthe Whole would be open—ended; zo that 11 delegations might participate in ids
deliberations, and that the Group would be free to choese its 6wn method of work and to
determine 1ts own prograime.

3. At the fir gt meeting of the WﬂIkLDF Gvoup of the Whole, held on 12 Maxrch, it was
decided +hat conhultotlono OL reglonql gronoa would be held wibh d‘v1ew to chooging a
Chairman for the. bekwﬂg Group of the Whole At the Group's second meeting, held on
20 March, it e]ected lmbassador Moncef Kednﬂj (Tuﬂlolq) Chairman by acclamation.

‘4.  In the course of 197) the Wbrklng Group of the ‘Whole has held 42 maetlngb, including
i1 in New York in March ﬂnd Aprll and 31 at Geneva in July and fAugust.

9. At the third meeting, held on 22 Marcn, ‘the Chaimman of the Working Group of the
Whele made a statement on the cons ultntﬂons whlch had been held between the chairmen
of reglonal groups under the chalrmanthy of the Ohalrman of the Woerking Group of the
Whole and the Chairman of Suwaommxttee IT the previous day w1th a view to determining
.the p051tlons of the various groupo conoerHLng the orgdnlgatlon.of the Working Group's
nuoxk. The Cheirmen read out the text of the consensus which had emarged from the

regional groups! consultations on the'éubjocﬁ (Statemént'of the Cheirman at the third

meetlng of the Woﬁklng Group of the Whole2 held on 22 Mérch 1973, SC. Ii/WG/Paper No 1
annex ) : . _

6o - In this connexion 1t was TeGOgnlbeQ that all items on the list &f subjects and
igsues were closely 1nterrelabed but that the Working Group could begin ids work by
examining itéms 2y 5; 4; 5, 6 and 7. It was alsc Tecognized thal some other items,
although in & different part of the llgt, were dlgc bound up with the items just cited;
thls apnlle% to items 1 o, g, lO and 11 and %o certain queOﬁlopg relating to item 8.

In addition it was declded thau, in proceeding to examine “those’ 1tems, delegations were
Afree 10 refer to other items conn@ctea with those subjects snd issies. I% was further
decided that the gubjects Qnd iseues wonld not be examined one by ong or in groups, bul
should be regarded as forming part of one wiole. - Purthermore on several occagions the
Working Group of the Whole opted for a flexible and pragmatic approach te its worlk.

Lastly, the Group decided not to have summary records of its meetings.
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7 Az to the Group's speéific functiong, its terms of reference are to make a thorough
examination of all draft articles intrcduced in Sub-Committee IT or of all documents
subnitted to it, and to study and prepare drait articles for transmission to
Sub-Committee IT in order to help in preparing for the Uonference on the Law of the
Sed.

8.  The Working Group of the Wheole held intensive dizcussions on a host of problems
clogely connected with even more compléx end more delicate guestions of national
sovereignty, peace and security, progress and development, international co-operation
and solidarity and evem, in certain cases, the survival of a 3tate or a people.

9. The discussions in the Working Group were marked by frankness and were oondﬁcted
in a spirit of good will and compromise. A1l delegations were able to express their
Governments! views freely snd drew attention to the importance, sometimes the vital
importance, which a particular subject or subjécﬁs uﬁder examination possessed for
their countries. _

10. The discussions dealt with several subjects and issues, and in particular'with the
following: the question of the nature and characteristics of the territorial seas;
that of the unity or plurality of régimes in that ares; the gquestion of sovereigﬁty in
thet arsa; straits used for international navigation; the continental shelfs the'
exclusive economic zone beyond the territorial sea; coastal”State preferential rights
or other non-exciueive jurisdiction over resources beyond the territorial seas the
management and conservation of living resources; the.rights and interesfs of land~
locked countries; those of shelf~locked States and States with narrow shelves or short
coastliﬁes;_ﬂﬁhqse of States with broad sheives; the situation of geographicallj
disadvantaged countries; ‘States hordering on straits; archipelagos; and the guesiion
of islands. : |

12. In the course of discusasion, gtress was laid on the need %o reconcile all interests,
including those of coastal countries, thqse of shipping, regional interegts; the
interests of a group of countries, thosé of land-locked counitries, gecgraphically
disédvantaged countries and archipelagic States, the interests of developing countries,
those of the international oommunity and so on. It was state& that the solution to
mény pfoblems confronting the Working CGroup of the Whole lay in harmonizing all those
interests and groups of in%erestég and geveral methods of‘reconciling them all were '
suggested. .

12. At the 12th meeting, held on 3 July, the Chairman of the Working Group summed up

the digcussions which had besn held in New York in March and 4pril on the questions

under examination by the Group (Statement by the Chairman of the Working Group of the
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Whole at the 12%h meebing, held on 3 July 19739 SC.II/WG/PaDer .2, annex.___)p 4%

the same meetlng the Chalvman also supplied explanations on certain points of procedure

(Explanatlond supplied by the Chalrmen during the twelfth mecting, held on 3 July lgli;

publighed at the reguest of the mepbers of the Working Groun, SC. 114G/ Paper No.3,

snnex __ ).

13. At the end of the discussions at the Mareh-April session it was suggested, and

the Working Group decided, that in owrder fo advence the work of the Worlting Group of
the Whole it was necessery to seb o time-limit - albeit = flexible one ~ for the' "
submission of specific proposals. The date of 15 July was chogen for that pﬁrpbse
This daté was later changed to 16 July. Delegatibns gubmitted ftheir proposals-ﬁy that

date, and a comparative table was prepared on that basis (Tenﬁative comparative toble

of proposals, declarstions, working papers. ete., relating to subjects and igsues
ellocated to Sub~Committee II, SC,IT/WG/Paper Wo.4, annex __ ). On item 2 (Territorial

sea) and related items, namely iten 4 (Straits used for international navigation
5 { 7

item 5 (Contlnentul shelf), item 8.4 (liigh seas: management and conservetion of living
resources) and 1tem 16 (Archlpelagos)s consolidated texts were prepared (annex “_“)."
In the course of discussgion on item 2,5.2 (Breadth of the territorial sea), the Working
Group of the Whole decided to study thaf item in ciése conjunction with item 6.5 |
{Limits of the exclugive economic aone) Rﬂd 0105ely Telated itemg, namely items 5, 6,
75 8.4, 10 and 11. .
14. The Working Cwoup of the VWhole decided, using the comparative table and
congolidated texts as a tool, to preszent variants which might, where appropriate, form
the hasis of draft artlcle@ At the laet few meetings of the prepent sesulon,
delegations have presented a great many variants in thig way.

15. By the time of publication of this report, a series of documents had been
ciroulated dealing with the alternatives presented by delegations on such guestions and
iggues as the nature snd characteristics of the territorial sea; the delimitation of
the territoriallséa; The Breadth of the territorisl sea; innocent passage; Sﬁfaitss
archipelagos; the exclusive eoomomiclﬁone= the contlnentql shelfs preferential righis

of coagtal States, land-locked counbries anc WCOUrawhioal‘y'ﬁlsadvanbaged countriecg;

regicnal arrangementss; and certbain aspects of flthﬁg on the h*ﬁh seas (Working Group

of the Whole, Counference Roon Docunnntu,m/ sgnex ). It was also recognized in the

Working CGroup of the Whole $hat the presentation or non—pfesentation of vsriants by

;/ The 38 documentﬂ will, bc presented in the oxder of the 1igt of subjecls and
igsues. :
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delegations could not commit them fTo a partioulsar finel position inasmuch as Govermments!
cfficial proposals vere lodged with Sub-lommittee LI, The exsrcise of presenting'
variants formed part of the preparstery work for the Conference, with a view to
bezinning the preparation of draft articles on the subjects and issues on the list.
16, The Working Group of the Whole examined the variants over the past few days and
it was decided $that the Chairman of Sub~Committee IT and the Chairman of +the Woxrking
Group of the Whole would hold informal consultations with the sponsors of the variants
in an endeavour to reduce the variants to a reasonable number. This has been done, and
the effort hag proved fruitful.
17. These consuliations have made it possible to effect some reduction in the number
of varisnts. In view of %ho shoriage of time at ita disposal, the Working Group of

the Whole has not been able to study all the variants presented to it.



	MAIN MENU
	PREVIOUS MENU
	---------------------------------
	Search CD-ROM
	Search Results
	Print

