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Letter dated 18 Auto, St I~. 7_ from the Chairman of the Workin~r_ou~ 
of the Whole addressed to the Chairman of Sub-C0mmittee II. 

Further to the progress reports which I have had occasion to make on the work of 

the Working Group of the 9~hole of Sub-Committee II (see docu~ments A/AC.138/SC.II/SR.57~ 

62~ 65 and 71.~ and A/AC.138/SR.93~ 95 and IOO) and the letter which I addressed to you 

on 16 August  1973 (A/~!~C.138/SC.II /L.57) on the  same sub j ec t~  I have the  honour  to  

submit to yOU the final report of %~e w,~ing Group of .the-V~ole. 

I should be grateful if, as Chairman of Sub-Committee !I, you would kindly draw 

the a.ttention of the Sub-Committee's members to the contents of this letter and to the 
.. 

report which you will find art-ached hereto and if you would regard them~ together with 

m~ ~ letter.of !6 Auras% already mentioned~ as a coherent whole reflecting the activities 

of-the Working Group of the ~.¢hole since its inception. 
. . . . . . . . .  

During the discussions in the Working Group of the ~fno!e, delegations have made 
, ... . . . .  

.. 
• 

every effort to translate proposals into specific and precise fomulae and often into 
. . . . .  

draft articles~-thus facilitating the work of the Working Group of the ~hole. 

I have therefore refrained from reproducing or s~ualysing the views expressed by 

delega..tions in the course of discussion~ I b:%ve confined myself to reporting facts~ 

communicating the frank and cordial atmosphere which has always prevailed in the 

Working Group of the RH:ole~ s-cmmariz.ing the results obtained to date~ and. annexing to 

the report the relevant documents. 

I wish to thsn~k you personally for all the support you have given me in performing 

my difficult task~ and would ask you to transmit to my collea~tes, the members of 

Sub-Committee II~ my deep g_a,~itude for such favourable reception as they may give this 

report. 

£~. 73- 51 546 

(S igned)  Honce2 I(EDADI 

Chairman o2 the  Working Group 
of the  ~,,.~ole 

of Sub-Committee II 



- -  - -  " - :  • ,  " - .  " - . . . ' . . . "  . .  ' : 5  

. . .. 

. :  . . . . .  ] 

,h ., . .C t 38/SC. I I /L ,  6t /R e v, ]. . . . .  . 
. . . . .  . .. 

• pS{ge. 2 . . . .  ~. . 

/Repor,% of %he Chairman of the Working G_r..0u p of the Whole to Sub-Committee ii 
. , . . . . . . . .  : , ,."-. . . . . . . . .  _ . . . . .  _ . , L, - -_- . . . . .  ;-- -.. .": 

- . . ; 

"I. A% its 51s% meet ing~ held on 9 )Larch 19".7]~. SUb'.Committee II of the Commi%tee on 
. , -. . . . . .  . 

the Peaceful Uses of %he Sea-~ed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of Naiiomal 
..:,.. .... .. -- . -. 

Jurisdiction set up a working group called the Working Group of the .Whole. 

12" In an understanding reached at %ha% mee%ing~ it was decided that the Working Grou~ 
. 

,<~:bf the  Whole would be open -ended ,  so t h a t a l l  d e l e g a t i o n s  m2gh% p a r t i c i p a % e  i n  i t s  
. .  _ .  

. . . . 

i?. deliberations , and that %he Group would be free to cho6se its o,m me%h0d of work and ~Q~I 
., 

.: .... -. .. . 

7)/de%ermine its o~,m programme. , " 
./.;.--: . . 

~i!i,.i-3., At..%he firs% mee%ing ' of .. the Working Group of the Whole~ held on 12 March, i% was 
!~;~,.... , : .. • . 

iJl/:d@cided %hat-Cohsulta%i0ns of re~bn~ .:: groups wouldl.be held with ( a--view %0~:choosing a 
~ : - " " :  . ~ ".- . ; . i  . >  " . .  " . : : ;  " . . . .  ' . ,  . . :  : . . 

7 ! : :  . . :  , • ~ " . . . .  : " " ' - " : 

)i%:i.(~hairman.... for %he Working Group of-%~e %~0ie. At the Gr0up's~ Sec0ndmee~i~h~, held on 
<."~_.::( .. :. . .:. . . 

i!:;<}].20-Harch, it e-leo%ed Ambassador Moncef. Kedadi .(Tunisia) Chai~n by -acclamation. 
: t :  .: - ;  . . - .  . . . "  

:!i(:ii))];i i;.,_ "-Inthe course of 1975 the. Working . Grou p of the-Whole has held 42 meetings, includin~ 
;~<::.:(.-.~.. ~. ~. . . 

((!,ii!i-tl in New York in March. and April and }I at Geneva in July and August. 
,}!~b//! " 

}!.;!::i;5-;"::-..: At the .third meeting , held On-22:.March, the" Chaiman of.ihe W0rki.ng-Groupof the 
. . . , . . , . . . . . 

i!i:!ii:i~0ie made. a statement on %he consul%a%ions,which.had been held between the Chairmen 

~!~if ~I "regional g~..oups under the chairmanship, of the Chairman. of ~he Working Group Of the 
: . . , . . 

i'-~ii[~6!e and t_he C h a i m a n  of. Sub;C0mmi%%ee I I  %_he-previous day wi±h, a View %o..de%erm£nS~ng 

~,~- :-~.~-ii!~he:.p0siti0ns of. the. v a r i o u s  ...groups - c o n c e r n i n g  the o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  the  .Working . G r o u p ' s -  

i iiii~O~k,, i .The Chairman:read 'out th e text of the consensus:which hademerged from the- 

~i! i~~0nal  groups' c o n s u l t a t ~ . o n s  on-the Subject (Statement of:%he Chai~an.at"%~ihird 

:!~ii~66}ing d f  %he Working Group Of. %he Whole , ,  h e l d  on 22..March_ 1~:73; SC- ZI/WG/_Pa~er No,!_, 

- . . . .. 

i~:i:i~;i6" ::( In this connexion it was-. recognized %hat all.items on the list of Subjects and 
]t;<:;i) i : :  :: 7 . . . .  

:ii~s:saes were .,glo..sely interrela.%ed b u t  %hat"~the - Working GroUP could-begin i t s  work-by '  

:;i~;~.Xamining., ' items 2., 3,: 4, 5,. 6and 7.." I% Was also .recognized %hat some other i.%ems~- 

~i~though in a. different part of the lis%~ .were also bound up with -.the .items. jus~ cited~ 

ilD:i~.his-applies to.:.i%ems 16, 9,:,.lO,.and 11 and ~o-certain questions .rela%ing"%o item 8. 

:%In addition it was decided that, in proceeding. to examine those,-i~ems, delegations, were 
: : . . - . : :  . . .  . . . 

. . . .  . :  . .  

-:!free.' to.: refer to other items .oonnected with .those subjects and issues. -I9 was.further 
. . . .  . . 

:i~eoided that .the subjects and issues would n..o% .be examined one by one or .:in. o~roups~ .but 
k .  ~.: .: • . . . . 

::~i;sh0ul:d be regarded, as forming part of one whole. Furthermore-on several .occasions ~he. 
. . . 

. g . .  • . . . .  

(iWo.rking Group of %he Whole opted fo r  a f l e x i b l e  and pragmatic approach .to. i t s  work' 

• Lastly, the Group decided not to have summary records of its meetings. 
..... 

,:..%.-- . . .-: " 

:..:~ 
: 

. . . .  " .. 

......::..: .-.-.~ - . 

. _. 
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examina t ion  o f  "ai i  dra}J%:~':~~'ic~l~e"~-"ihtro¢iuce~id:'in..$Ub-@~;~-~ee . I i . :o r  of a l l  ..aocumen%s-iii :I. i:ili:i i 

• . • . " " • " . . : . -  : . ' " : : - "  i <  : . ¢  

Sub'Co~~%"@e/:.Ti'(.]iS::.o- .~-der~i:~~':-.]~:@~P-:;in p r e ~ r ,  ing._":£4~ ; ± h e  Conferenc.e.. on-th..e Saw of.; .t.~e:")?.:/,iJ/!~J:i ]: 

Sea . . . . . .  , .. .~ .- :.:, :-: :-.- 
........ .- . . .:. ..... . .  :_.... . . . . .  . . . . . . .  . -  . ~ . : - i ~ < V i ' - i  

• • ' , ' - . - "  ' • ' . .  " ' .  : . ~ . . :  i . -  : . ~ .  . , ~ : .  . . .  , - ,  , ' . .  --- . , .  . - . " ~ . . . .  . . . - . - :  : :  . . - . , : - : / . - % i !  8, The Worklng Group of the Whole held~-ntens~ve df.sauss~ons on a-host o~ problems-..-.t:.,..!.f!~ 

cldseiy, lco1~nect'ed With eve~ more "b omple:x &nd"mOr.@-:d.elieate. questions of na%iOhai:'"i:;".i:!i,.i!:{!:!i!iiiiii:.!.!i!il 

sovereign.. %y ~ p@ace' and" securi%y~..!-,progress: .a/i~ deV@!opmen~i! Sind-in~erna%ional : i: :i/:i'i::j;-.~iii:i,!:ii~ii.:iil 

co-OPera{i :on . ~ a  s o l i d a r $ . ~ y , -  : "<: " i.".. " • . .  .... " .~..:- .... .:, ..:~:.:. , ."i ~. ' " '; . ' .  .... .-  -:-:/;/;,:?!],;{i!i!!]!iiiil;! ! 
• -:.-"..i - .-..,::--... - . " . : ~ .-. " . " • : ..- . . - . • .:..~:.";.i/')~,%:fi:i-.;-'. 

in:.~ -, spi~-%. o f  ~ood -Wii:~' -mad .Compromise.,. • A l l : d - e i e ~ a t i d n s  were •able :~o e x p r e s s . ,  hei.r.'./:i!~.~i:iiii!i 

Go . v e ~ e f l t ' s  ' : - * i ews  "--free ly . .~@!:  drew.~a.~teh.~i oh-:htd:,/-f, he ( ~ p O r t a ~ C e ,  :. s..o.me...~im e. s:.:::th@.. ~t.~i.i~}!]i;il]:ii!] 

i m p o r t a n c e ,  which" a . p a r t i c u i a r  .'subj.@c.~:.or_ sub jec  t s : h n d e r  ..ex~na%..iO~.: pO s se.s sejd>...fo_..r.:..'.]:!"i~.!!;):;~);ii'i!i!.;/!}:i 
: i . "  ' ' " " , ' : ' . -  " , . . " " : " -  . " . .  " 

o .~ . .  . . t  - . . .  . . 

io. ~' The" ~"Sc~ssions dealt Width severa~ -Subjects:: and issues,: ind; in parti:cul.a9. wi~h~i;'~;il 
. . .  . ., . . . . .  • . . . . .  , . . . .  . : - . ~ , . - : , ; . k ~  , ~ ' .  

fo i !o .~ ing: -  ~ue-st ion::of  ~he n a t u r e  and ; c h ~ r / c t e r i . s t i c s .  of. '~he territo~ial"sea~-.."~...~-,.,~!,:~i ~ . .  
• - . . . . .  - 11  : ,  • - . - .  ' . .  ' . -  " . . .  : :  - - " - " - - . -  

~ i @ y  or plurality o f .  r4gimes i n  t h a ~  ~:rea~ q u e s t i O n  o f  sovere±gn%y i n '  %h&-t :"i;-]/iifii!ii]i!~! ~ . . . ,  
. . ( : :  : . :  -~.-: 

• . ,  . ~ . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . : . . . .  

area~ s%rai%s Usea"-for. ~ n t e m a ~ i ' 6 n ~ l  naVi~a!$ion~ c O n t i n e n ~ a l  She l f  F ...exc]usi.ve:. !::"'.i!ii~!;ill 
• . . : - .  • - .  . . . .  • . . .  - , , . o . . . 

ec:onomia zone bey6nd- th@ % e z ~ i t 0 r i a l .  ~seai " cOas%a i  s ~ a t e  ' p re£e ren~ ia l .  r i ~ $ s  .:.or .i).i!!!iiii:iii:;i'!i 
• . . . - . .  . . . . . . .  : .:".')i~!,/< 
o t h e r  non-exclusive ~ i s d i c t £ o n  ove r  resources Beyona f~e ,%err±to~ia l ) -sea~. .  ' ,:-::(.:.}};:)i;!!!i: 

m a n a g e m e n t  and '6onserva%i"on o f  living resources; r i ~ h ~ s  and" interests--of- l and .  iockedi!i' 

co":untriesi.:: thoSe O f  sh@i~-iockea: S t a t e s  and S C a r e s  w i t h  na r ro ,~ . she tves -o r ] ,Sh  drt:'::::;-:4!i4:!!:ii!i~ 

c o a s t l i n e s ; "  th'6~'e" 6 f  . S%a%:eS-,4%t]-"%ros;d sheive£ i " s f ;%ua~ ion (o f  . g e o ~ r a p h & c a t l y  " '  ~. ":!.:i;;],J{{'i.;'i. 

disadvan,%a~ed c o u n t r i e s ;  S t a t e s  b o r d e r i n g - o n  s, .%r~i%:s;"archipelago.s.;  ):and l he r~i~~!ii~i! 

. . o f  i s l a n d s ]  " ' "  '" ' .. " " i . . . .  ': . . : / .  .... .....-, ;.:_. : - . . . - . . . .  '.~ .."-:-..i.:'i.i(i~!i:~i!i:/i!;iii~i/fi~i.i,!ii~ 

' l l . .  ';i.n t h e  c o ~ s e  o f "  ~L iScuss ion,  s t r~ : ss  ;-~Xs la~d.:on"" %he. ;need ~ o " r e C o n c i l e . . a l l .  ~ f i : t e ( ~ : ~  

i n c  l u d i n ~  ' t h o s e  o f c o a s t a l  c o u n t r i e s ;  th6se  :o f  "S:~ipping.  i -:-region~.!.: i n t e r e s t s , . . t h e  ?:...<{::/i::~!!!:!i;{~ -;~' 

• i n t e r e s . t s : : 0 f  a .~'o{~p: 0 f : c o u n t r ± e S ,  %ho"se-:of: l a~d- locke&: : : :00dn t r±es ; :  :ge0gzaph£ca! lY:" :"  :::"::::ii!i!!!:i~;i:.ii 

• d i s 4 d v ~ t a g e d  { o u n t r i e ;  and a r c h i p e l a g i c  States,-eHe:.-i.~%e.re.Bts.:o£ .ae.v .e lop i r~ ooun~g i : ! e :~  

• those  'of  ' t h e " i n t e z m 4 t i o £ £ i  " : C 6 ~ ~ i % y " : ~ a  s0:;0n,, " - I t . : :gas s ta rea :  .tha~..: .the -sSlution:.$o)/.!:~:t:!-iii:!!; 

interests-i.ind:i'~ou~-s : 6g.:£n%e:~e;-%::s;::: ~ d . .  4:ei{ez~i-:.mJe~hod, s O.f:.; recO.n-oiiing...---t.hem : a-it- :;.ferei:":": :]-]~i~! {: 

s ted ,  - • - . .. ' .. ::;¢.;:!::{~/ii-:! !_.,,.~.<. sugge 
• . . . . . . . . . .  

12, A t  She ! 2 t h  m e e t i n g ,  h e l d  on 3 J u l y ,  t h e  ChaizT~an o f  the ] , /ork in~ Group .... summ..eX"J@~i::i::.i!Y 
- . . • . . -  : . . : - . . . ~ . . : :  

the .discuSsionS--which...~had: been]held, in.,:l{ew. York in ~Lzrch .and APril On ..the ques.tions:. ,:<.::! 

u n d e r  examina t i on  by %he-Croup (S ta tement -_by- the  .Chairman of  the l-/orking Group"df  '-.%he:...!::-: 
• . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  ' : ~ . - . : . < : .  - -  ::::~<fli . , i!  

' • " - . . . . . .  : . .  : .  ' - '  . .  : : . '  , i - r  i : ' - :  
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~h~dle at %he 12th meetin~ a held on_~3 Ju]?T !97_~SC.Ii/WC/Pa~er No2~. armex ~). At 
• . . 

.. 

the same meeting the Chaimnan also.supplied:explanations on certain points o£ proced~: 
• . 

.. 

(ExDlanations su~-pl~:ed by the Chairman du~i-~ tl.~.e %~.)•e~fth meeti~ held0n-} July :i~ 

p u b l i s h e d  a t  %he .reEues% of. the  me-,,,bezls 0 2  ;he Workin~C-rou.~ .SC Ii/!'.IC/Pa-oer NO:o ~ .  

. a ~ n e ~ ,  )o  . 

i~." At tlie end Of ~he discussiong a% the 2,~arch-April 'session i% was.suggesied.~ and 
.. 

. ~he working Croup. dec&ded~ that in order %0 advance the-work of. %he Working Croup of 

. , . ,  .. 

:. 

':the l<hole i% was necessary %0 set a time-limit .-. albeit..a .flexible one - for-the 
.. . . . . 

bubmission of specific proposals. :l~he date of 15 July was chosen for that 9~rrposeo 

iThisdate Was ialer changed %o 16 J-ul~r Delega~_ons subm_i%%ed their.:proP0"sals by that: 
.:. .. 

ffate i " anda comparative ~able waS prepared on that basS_s (Tentative com-oara~ive %able 
- . . . .  . - . .  . : o . . : . . .  . 

:!.iof Drpposais~. deC larati0nS5 .workir~ ~aper_~ .etc.. ~;.: re_ l-.4Jt~n~. %0_S~bj:ec%S-amd_ issues. 
. . . . . . .  . . . .. 

:alioca%ed. . . . .  %o S1m,C0mmi-ttee.-II~__SCoII~2a~er l,lo~ 4i annez , .), On •item 2 (Territoria~il. .... 
. - - ~  _ . . ~... 

. . .  . . . . .. 

.:.!sea-) and r e l a t e d i t e m s ,  namely .item 4 ( S t r a i t s  used fo r  i n t e r n a $ i o n a l  naviga-[ion),  <!i 

i:(~em 5" (Continental shel f ) , ,  i tem 8,4 (Hi'gh seas-, • management andconse.-cva.~2on o£ l i v ing :  

i [ [ < r I e : s o l ~ r o e s  )" and i tem -16 (ArchipelagoS:) , I conso]-idated %ex+~s were  prepared .  (annex ___) .  II 
. .  

. .  . : . .  

:::!::.~ih!:%he...course' . . of discussion.  . . o n - i t e m  2 5.2 (-Breadth_ . Of the t e r r i t o r i a l  see.), the Working 
_ . . . - • . 

i:.:..GromP of: %he: i '~ole °decided ~o s t u d y  -tha¢ item., i n . c l o s e  conjtuac~on...with " '~tem 6 . 5  ::~ 
• . . . 

/i((~LimitsOf the".excl-usfve-economic z o n e ) a n d  c l o s e l y  re!a%ed' i t ems ,  namely .items 5, 6, .: 
/ [ : 1 %  )': " " . 

! : : 7 ,  . . - s . 4 i .  a o .  n .  , - ." " . . . , 

!!i!")"" The working Group of %he ]{hole decided,  us ing  %l~e comparat ive  %able and 

• ~ %0 present variants which., might~ where ap-0ropria~e~ £omn ..ihonsolida%ed t e x t s  as. a ~oo~ . . . . . .  
L ~  . . .  

<%k~e. "oasis: of draft attic.lee. - A$- %he last few meetings of the present s.ession~ 
..... : 

- .  . . .  . • . 

:.:d@lega%ions have pre.sen;%ed.a gre-a% mslny, varian~s in this way°. ..- " 

!.i[:i5, By the time of p.ublication of thisreport~, a series of docmnents had been _ 
• 

![<i~:i~du~a%e d deaiing with %he ~al%e_~n_ a~2ves presented by de!eg~tions on such questions and 
• . 

.: . . .. 

..: .% s sue s ' as the ~a%ure and charac%eristics of the terri'torial sea; the. delimit a.~ion of 

: :the terri~oria] sea; ~he broad,b- of %he terri%oria!, sea; i~znocen% passage~ s~raits; 
. . >  

:i:::'archipelagos; the exclusive economic, zone~ the continental shelf; preferen%ial righ~.!i 
. 

. " _ L  " Jan. d-duties of coasua! S tsi%es~ rights and interests Of land-locked and geographically 
- . .  

. : . .  

.disadvantaged coun%riesi regional arrangements~ and certain aspects, of £ishing on the 
.. 

-h igh  seas (Workin~ Grpup p f  the.:}hqoi~ Conference Room Documents,-~/. annex. ). 
. .  

.b J 
i S-Su.e s,. - 

These documents will be presented in the order o£ the list Of subjects and 
.. 

: . , .. 

_ .. . . . . . . . .  . . .  

..... .. 
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-,~ t.,,,-R.s a l s c  r e c o g ~ i : : e u  it_ ~:he ";t.,o_,~,,..~g --~ .... -A Crc.~p el" ~ne ~'~ao!e t h a t  %he . ~ r e s e n % a t i o n  .o r  

men-presents%ion o2..variants by delegations coul, dno% commil them 1o a particular ' 

p o s i t i o n  or s i g n i f y  suppor t  f o r  'one or o t h e r  of 1;he vs:rian%s p.resented~ inasmuch a.s 

C~vernm.ents'. official proposals were lodged ~.,,ith Sub-Commit-tee iio The exercise o f  i- 
• : : . <~ . ' : : , : : i ~ !J  

presenting varias.%s fozvaed parl of +he prepara%o-zT-work re-," the Conference~ with a.--V:i-e~i;: 
.-.% i..i ! 

- . . . . . . .  

to beginning -bhe preparation of d~'af% articles on %he subjects and issues-on the lis:%-~i 

_16. _~he Working Group of  %he '~'mole e:ca~ined %he v a r i a n t s  over  %he p~s% few days ~d;:_iiii i'i' 
. . . :  . . . . .  . 

. .  

i 1  w a s  d e c i d e d  %h&% t h e - C h a i m n a n  o f  Sub-CoccuS%tee I I  azad %Ze Chair~_~an o f  %he Work ing : :  []? 
• " - ' . " < "  ~ " . - . - - - . " . : ; . : ' . : : iN~  

C-~,~oup of the Whole .would hold informal consu!¢a%ions ~£kth %he spoLsors oi" the varia~%~!!!!i!i!i 

in an. endeavo.ur %o reduce %he variants %0 a teaser.able ntmlber, This has b@en donep..:%~, 

and %he error% has proved, fruitful . . . . . .  "" i:i:%%1 . - - . ~ - .  £ ~ . . -  
. . .  . . . .  . - . ... <.~ )):~--:%. 

]-7, ~e, se 6onsulta%ions .have made it possible %o-effecz some .reduction in-%he-:inum)e~.i. 

of variants. In view of the shortage of %~ne at its disposal~ the Working Group ~O!fii:.i 

:~h@ l:~]%ole has no% been able %o study all the variants presented %0 i%. 
.. 

. . .- 

... -. 
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