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Further to the progress reports which I have had cccagion to make on the worklOf
the Working Group of the Whole of Sub—Committee ITI (see documents A/AC.lEB/SC.II/SR-57,V
62, 65 and 71, and A/AC.138/SR.93, 95 and 100) and the letter which I addressed to you
on 16 dngust 1973 (A/40.138/5C.11/L.57) on the same subject, I have the honour 1o
submit.to you the finai report of the Working Group of the Whole.

I should be grateful if, as Ohairman of Sub-Committee IT, you would kindly draw
the attention of the Sub~Commitiee's members %o the contents of this Ietter and to the
repoft which you will find attached hereto and if you would regard them, together with
Wy 1étter‘of 16 August already mentioned, as a coherent whole reflecting the activitias
af the Worklng Group of the Whole smnce its incepbion.

Durlng the dlSCuSQlDHS in the Wor?lnp Group of the Wnole, delegations have made
avery effort to translete proposals 1nto gpecific and precise Formulae and Ofﬁeﬂ Lnto
draft articles, thus facilitating the work of the Working Group of the Whole.

I have therefore refrained frem reproducing or analysing the views expressed by

delegations in the course of discussion; I h=ve confined myself to reperting facts,

communicating the frark and cordial atmosphere which has always prevailed in the

Worlcing Group of the Whole, summarizing the results obtained to date, and anpexing to

the report the relevant docunmants.

I wish te thank you personally for all the support you have given me in performing

my difficult task, and would ask you to transmit o my colleagues, the members of

Sub-Committee II, my deep gratitude for such favourable reception as they may give this

report.

kblE med) Moncef KEDADI
Chairman of the Working Group
of the Whole
of Sub-Committee II

LE.V3-515946
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_Report of the Chalrman of the Working Group of the Whole to Sub- Oommlttee II

fﬁl. Ab its Slst meet1n55 held on 9 March l975, Sub- Gommlttee II of the Cemmlttee on-
;.the Peaceful Uges of the SeafBed and the Gceanzﬁloor beyond the Limits of.Nat;qnal_
‘.Jurlsdlctlon set Up a working group called the Working Group of the Whole,_

= 24 In an uaderstandingrreached at that meeting, it was.d.ec'ided that the Working Group
: of the Whole would be open—ended, so that all delegations mlght partlclpate in 1ts
;'dellberatlonss and that the Group would be free to choose. 1ts own methoé of work and to
“?determlne its own programme. ) '

3.= At fhe first meetlng ‘of the Wbrk*pg Group of the Whele, held on 12 Merch, it was

: de01ded that’ consultatlons of reglonal groups would ‘be held w1th a view o ch0081ng a

Chalrman for tﬂe Wbrklng Group of the Whole. At the Group‘s second meetlng, held on
520 MErch, it elected Ambassador Moncef Kedadi (Tunlsla) Chalrman,by acclamatlon.
. In the course of 1973 the Wbrklng Group of the Whele has held 42 meetlngs, including

11 in New York in March and Aprll and 31 at Geuneva in July and Angust.
A% the third meetlng, held on 22 March, the Chairman of the Wbrklng -@roup of the
Whole made a statement on the consultatlons whlch had been held between the chalrmen

of reg1onal groupu under the chalrmanshlp of the Chalrman of the Wbrklng Group of the
: Whele and the Chairman of Sub- Gommlttee II the prev1ous day w1th a view 1o determlnlng
he p031tlons of- the various groups eoncernlng the organlzatlon of “the Wbrklng Group 8
work. The Chalrman read out the text of the consensus whloh ha& Jnerged from the.
eglonal groups’ consultatlons on the subgect (Statement of the Chalrman at the third
eetlng of the Werklnq Group of the Whole, held on 22 Merch 1973, SC II/wG/?aner No.l,‘

g;: In thls connex1on it was recognlzed that all itemg on the list of subJects and
ssues were closely 1nterrelated bt that the Wbrklng Group could begln ity work: by

xamining itemg 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7. - I% was also recognized that some other items,

jalthough in a- dlfferent part of the 1lst3 were also bound, up with the items Jjust cited;
}thls applies to itemsg 16, 9, lO and 11 and to certain guestions relatlng to item 8.
;;n_aadltlop it vas decided that, in procseding to cxamine thoge  items, delegatlons-were
2%&@9 to- refer to cother items comnected with those subjects and issues. 'It was further
?decided that the subjects and iséues would not be examined ohe by ene'or;in-greups;_but
}should be regarded as forming part of one whole. Furthermore on several ocbaéiens the
-Wbrklng Group of the Whole opted for a flexlble and pragmaﬁlc approach to its work. -
aLastly, the Group decided not to have summary records of its meetings.
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Ta’ As to' the Group*e dpeCI 1clfunct19ne; 1ts fermeiol: reference ‘axe o make a thorov

examlnatlon of all draft arulCles 1ntroduced in°Sub- Commlttee I¥ gr of all documeete

:submﬁtted to 1t and“@e study andeprepare dzals. articled for tranemission to.

Sub- Commlﬁtee BN in order o hbip - “in preparing. for :the Conference on -the Law of the

Sea. .
B, e ﬁorkiné'cibﬁﬁyef'tﬁé Whole héld-iﬁtensive'discuSaions on' e host of problems
clesely'connected w1th evelt more’ complex and move ‘delicate questione of natiohal’
eoverelgnty, peaee and ﬂecurltyg progress and deve1opment and” 1nternet10nal
co—operatlﬂn and solldarlty ' R ' Tl - ’

9} The digoussions in the Uorklng Group wére marked by franiaress and were conduc

1n an splrli of good ATH dnd compremlee. - 411 delegatlons were able ‘to express the
=Governmen‘ts’ V1ews freely and dréw. attention 40 the. lmportance, sometlmee “the, vrtal
1mportance, which' a partlcular subaect or eubJects under examlnatlon possessed'for
"thelr countrles. '7_" SRS oY ’ Coad B _
10;1 The dlscu551ons dealt w1th several subJeets and issues, 'nd'in paftieﬁlaf.ﬁif
follow1ng queetlon of the nature and characterletlcs of the territorial sea,:.
.unlﬁy or plurallty of reglmee in that area, ‘questidn ef soverelgnty in’ that
area,,_stralts used ‘for lnternatlonal naV1gatlon, centlnental ehelf, xclu01Vet
eGOanlC zone beyond the terrltorlal sea, coastal State preferential rlghts ér °
other non—exclu81ve Jur;edlctlon over resources beyond the terrltorlal sea,

management and conservatlon of 11v1ng resources, rights and 1ntereste of land-lock

countrlee, " those ef shelf-locked States and States with narrow chelves or ehort_
coastlines,i those of States with broad shelves, “gituaticn of geographlcally
dlsadvantaged oountrlee, Statee berderlng ‘on stralts, archlpelegue, “and the rég
. of 1slands. L IR ' - ! R
7211._ In.the course of’ dlecu551on, stresskwas taid ori*the need to réconuile all lnter
-lncludlng those of ‘coastal countrles, tnose of "shipping; regloﬂal 1nterests, ihe :
_,1nterests of a group ef ceuntrles, than of 1and—1ocked,countrles, geographlca71yz,
-dleadvantaged countrlee and archlpelaglc States, the interasts of deve10p1ng countr,
.those of the interndtichal’ cemmunlty and ®o-on. It Was stated that the solntion fo
meny preolems con?rontlng the Worhlng Group of - whe Whole. 1ay in harmonlzlng 211, tho
1ntereete and” groups of 1nterbsts, “and. several methods: of - Meoon0111ng ~them: all wereV
euggeeted. o B
1z, At the 12th meeting, held on 3 July, the Chaiman of the UbrkLng Group . summed up

the dlscu551ons WhlGh had been. held in Hew York ln Maroh and. Aprll on the euestlons

under examlnatlon by the Group (Statement by the Chalrman of the Ubrklng_GrGup Of the
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Whole at the 12th meeting, held on 3 July 1973, S€,11/WG/Paper lo.2, annex Joooat

the same meetfing the Chairman also supplied explanztions on certain points of Drocedur%
{Explanations supplied by the Chaliman durinz the Jtme‘ fth mechqf:, held on 3 July 1973_9
troup, 0. I1/WG/Paper Ho. 5,

publlshed a¥_the request of the Bemuers ol s hoﬂclb

anmex ).
15, At the end of the dlSCHSSlOﬂu &t the Mavch-Apzil session it was ':vggested and

cthe Worlking Grou’n decided, that in order to advance the work of the Vorking Group of .

‘the Whole it was necessary to sel a time-limit - albeit a

.:-_submlss;wn of specific proposals. The date of 15 July was chosen for thal purpcse.

'Dplegations gubmd tted their pvopauals by that

thy

flexitle one - for the

‘This"@ats was later chenged to 16 Juiy.

_da.to, and a comparative table was prepared on that basis (Tenta.m ve Gomparatlve table.

;:-'of ‘proposals, decla.ra.ulons working papers, etc. . relatln;{ to suLjects a.nd lsgues .

:alloca,ted +o Sub Committes 11, SC.TILAMG/ Taper Ho. 4, ammex ____) On item 2 (Terrltorlal
_i_sea) and related items; namely l'tem 4 (b traits uced for internatl J_onal rwaw.gaulon), :
bem 5 (Contlnental shelf), item 8.4 lfH_lgh seas: memagemerﬁ and conse"'vatlon of llvz_ng
,sources) and item 16 (Arrhlpelagos), consojldated texts were ;prepared (annex ) ;

i the_course of discussion oxn 1_yem 2.5.2 (Breadt.l of the territorial sea), the Working.

Ci-dup of" the: I'fhole ‘decided to s"budrr"thnt iten in cloge conjunciicn with 'i'bem 6.5
;(:(lelts of the exclusive econoinic 70119) aﬂd closely related items, namely. items 5, 6,

T, 3. 45 9y 9.4, 10 and 11. .
4 - The Working Group of the Whole decided, using the colnparatlve 'table and

.

.;consollda,te& texts az a tool, to presant variants which wight, where ap‘oro_pmate, foxn "~

he basis Of draf't articles. At the last few meetings of the present ses siomn,

_._Lfi_elega ticns have pre_se_nted a great many variants in thigl' wWays
15, 3By the time of publication of this report, a series of documients had heen
delegatioﬁs on such questions and’

i:'f;bi:fal_‘laféd dealing with thé.altematives pz'esented by
the, delimitation of

'_,'i‘ssue as the nature and characteristics of the territorial msea;
‘the breadth of the territorial sea; innocent passage; st.ra,its;

“the territorial sea;
the continental shelf; preferential rights!

‘archipelagos; the exclusive economic zone;

z—md duties of coastal States; L‘thbS and interests of ‘land-locked and geographically

disedvantaged countries; regional arrangements; and certain aspects of fishing on the

“high seas (Working Group of the Whole, Conference Room Documents,®/  annex __ ).

/ Thege docuﬂen%s 1!111 be pfesented in the order of the list of subjects and
igsues. .
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U owas al »\:f“cogﬁi:éi in the vorling Groap of the Whole that the presentation or -
non—presentation of wvariants by delewations could not commit them to a particular
ﬁosiﬁion or signify'support for one or cther of tﬂe vayiantg presented inasmuch és
Governmentis! official proposals were lodged wwl% qub— lommiftee II. The exercise %

presenting variants formed part of the preparatory work for the Conference, with

B0 teginning the preparation of draft articles on the 5vb3ecrs and issues on the

16. The WDI?THb Group of the ‘Whole examined the variants over the past few days and
it 'was decided that the Cﬂalxman,01 Subeommlttee_II and tho Chairman of the Workiﬁg
Grouplaf the Whole wowld hold informal-consﬁltaticns with the sponsors of the variay
in an endeavour to reduce the variants to a reasonable ﬁumber, This has béen @oﬁé
and the effort has provad f“ultfule -

17, ”hese conSU¢tatlons ha"? made 1t pOSqlb]e to EIIeCu some ¢educt10n in the. numbe

of var¢ani In VLew of the shortage 01 time at it dlsnooal the Working Graup Of;

ohe Whole has not been able to. sthdy ail the varlants presented to it.
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