UNITED NATIONS Distr.

GENERA TTITT
ASSEMB

A/AC138/50.T/L. 11
30 March 1072

ORIGINAL: LNG £

COMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF THT
EA~BED AYD THE OCEAN FLOOR REYOND THE
LIMITS OF NATIONAT, JURTSDICTTOY

SUB~CCWMITTEE T

Letter dated 20 March 1972 from the Chairman of
Sub-Committee I, Mr, P.B. Fngo, to the Chairman
of the Commlttee, Ambassador H.8, Amerasinghe

T have pleasure in providing the following report on the work of
Sub-Committee I at this session.
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The Sub-Committee held 14 meetings Dbetween 29 February and 29 March 1972. At
its first meeting, on 29 February, it elected me as Chairman, in succession to
Dr. E.E. Seaton of Tanzania, and Mr. H.C. Mott of Austr lja as RBapporteur, in
succession to Mr. A. Prohkaska of Austria. The three Vlce-"balrmnn,
Mr, &.M, Thompson~Flores of Brazil, Mr. G, Fekete of Hungary, and
#r. C.V. Ranganathan of India, continued to serve in their peats.

The Sub-Committee approved as its prosramme of work a oropesal on this subject
submitted by Australia and Jamaicn at its last session in Geneva, with amendments
suggestad by several delegations at this session. The programme is as follovs:

1. Status, scope and basic provisions of the régime hased on the
Declaration of Principles, Ceneral Assembly resolution 27ho (XV).

2. Status, scope, functions and powers of the international machinery in
relation to:

(a) orgsns of the international machinery, including composition,
procedures and dispute settlement,

{b) rules and practices relating to activities for the e,{ploratﬂon5
exploitation and management of the resourcss of the area, as well
ag those relating to the preservation of the marine enviromment and
scientific research, including technical assistance to developing
countries,

(¢} the equitable sharing in the benefits to be derived from ths area,
bearing in mind the snecial interests and needs of develoning
countries, whether coastal or land-locked,
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Lions relating to the

eful twtioa of the reso a, including their
processing and marketing,
(2) the pariticular neads and oroblems of land-locked countries,

(£) relsticnship of the internstionsl mavhinery to the United Nations
&

The Sub its substantive work »bt this session :151 a genersal

discusszion of item I on itz programme of work,

functions of the réﬁime. Forty-tuo delegﬂt7on nade sta%emwats, a?ter which I
summarized the course of the diﬂcucsion. This summary was circulated st the
reguest of tle Sub-Committes in document A/AT.138/8C.T/L.10.

As a vesult of consultations with mambers of the Sub-Committee, it was agreed
to zet up o Vorkine Group under item I of the programme of work, with the task of
drawing up in the fcrsu instance a workine paper shovwing sreas of agresment and
disagreement. Thersalter, the Vorking Group w attempt to negobtiate points

of substance on which no asreement existed.
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The Workine Group, which has 33 members and is open—ended, held two meetinss
during thisg session. At I irst meeting, it elected Mr. C.W. Pinto of Ceylon as
its Chairman. It i3 sxpect to get down to serious bu81gess as soon as the ‘
gummer session of the Committes opens, to prepare a first report for consideration
of the Sub-Committe=. The ing is being arranged for 11 a.n. on.
17 July 1972, immediately following the formal opening in Geneva
conclusion of the discussion of item 1, the Sub-Committee took up

ts programms of work relating to. the ste tua, scope, powers and
fundétions of the inbernstional macnlmery. Forty-two delegations-spoke in thiis
discussion, which will be continued at the at Tour meetinss of the Sub-Committse
in CGeneva. After thabt discussion, and on the basis of consultations with mambers
of the Bub~Commities, I would hope, by agreement in the Sub-Committee, to establis
an appropriate Yorkins Group or Groups Lo carry Torward the consideration of item 2
in an efficient and orderly manner.

e
item Z aon 1
o

Tt iz wy view that Sub-Committee I has made substantial and encouraging

2t this session. @Given the nrevailinge spirit of co-~operation and compromisze, we
may leook forward with confidence Lo farther such »rogress at our gummer gess
the =nd of which a report will De submitted covering the activity of the
Sub-Commities at both of its sessions in 1972

I

fecept, ete.,
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