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Statement made b.y M~-. }~nuel P4rez Guerreroa Secretar~hCeneral of 
the United Nations Conference o:~l Tr~e a-~Dev-e-l'o~e~% ._~--CTA_~_~~. 
a% %he f'oE~%~y-__ei~ht_h_h meeting of Sub-Committee I of the Commit%ee 
on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-bed and %he Ocean Floor be~on~d 

the limits of national jurisdiction~ held at 
the Palais des Nations~ Cenev_a~_ on l_~__J_ul_~y 19_72 

I',~r. Chairman~ 

I had not in%ended %o speak, but in response %o your kind invitation I shall 

make a few brief remarks° My presence at the opening of this meeting should .serve to 

attest the close and active co-opera%ion which - as my collaague Mr. Philippe de Seines 

has just emphasized - exists between the United Nations Department of Economic and 

Social Affairs and the UNCTAD secretariat, and the importance we attach to the subject 

dealt with by this Sub-committee. }Te have contributed to the documentation before you 

and we shall continus to participate in the search for a so!u%ion ~o %he problem of the 

sea-bed~ .... which will require protracted efforts. ...... it has already been widely recognized 

that the abumdant resources existing on the sea-bed and the ocean floor beyond the 

limits of national jurisdiction must be used for the benefit of all mar~ind and, in 

particular~ of %he developing countries irrespective of their geogTaphical situation. 

!b is therefore inconceivable that the exploitation of those resotrrces should be 

permitted %0 undermine international trade in exported mineral products~ which 

u~.~ortrmately~ even under exis~ii:ig conditions, is generally on a basis unfavourable to 

%he developing countries° All nec.essary steps must be taken to prevent thai from 

happening. I sm confident %hat~ through the necessary rationalization of the 
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e~loi%a%ion of the sea-bed as a valuable addition %o existing mineral prodnc%ion~ 

damage of %he kind I have mentioned will be avoided and it will be possible %0 ensure 
• . 

that ali countries receive a fair benefit. We have raised this matter in several 
.. 

organs of UNCTAD and most recently at the third session of the Conference at 

Santiago *-/ I wish you every success in your deliberations at Geneva @ @ 

Thank you, Fir. Chairman. 

I• 

(See resolution 52 (III)) 
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