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INTRODUCTION 

I. This docl~nent aims to set out tentati~e!y some. of the general guidelines which 

could be adopted for the protection of archeological and historical treasures ̀  o.f...t.h.e. 

sea-bed area beyond the limit of national jurisdiction. 

2. This working paper is presented as a possible basis for discussion in the 

Committee. It does not necessarily.provide the definitive views of the Greek 

Government on specific solutions~ which could be elaborated in the Committee. 
• . 

3. The suggestions included in this paper are inspired bythe following considerations: 

(a) The sea-bed area_beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, ...... contains 

certain archeological and historical treasures that constitute a 

heritage of our civilization. 

(b) The protection of the archeologics, l and historical treasures of the 

sea-bed area beyond the limits of national jurisdiction could be 

achieved through the International Sea-Bed Authority to be e'stablishe-~. 

(c) In this connexion the International Convention on the Sea-Bed could 

provide a framework for an international rego.lation of the exploration~ 

recovery sm.d utilization of the archeologdcal discoveries of the sea- 

bed area beyond the limits of national jurisdiction. 

(d) The protection of the arch.eo!ogicalsnd historicaltreasures could 

be achieved through: 

(i) regional co-operation in scientific research for archeological 
. .  purposes in the sea-bed area 
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(ii) meas~mes to ensure that the,.exploration and e~ploitatien ' 
• , j ... 

of the nat,t~m~al resources of the sea-bed area beyond the ,. ;/: ' 
.. 

.. 

limits of national jurisdiction ~o not damage the 

archeologicai and historical .treasur.e.s .... of the said areas~ 
.. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

(iii) measures to ensure that the archeological and historical 

treasures of the sea-bed area do not become the object of 

". 

°," 

an illicit traffic by pri-~ate individuals, but instead be 
• . 

protected as a common heritage of our civilization. ' • 

(e) The Declaration of Principles on the Sea-Bed and the Oceem_ Floor, 

and the Subsoil Thereof, beyond the ~imits of National Jurisdiction, 

adopted by resolution 2749 (XXV) of 17 December 1970, provides the 

foundation on whic..h., the exploration, discovery and protection of the 
• . 

-. °. 

archeological and historical treasures of the international sea-bed 

area can be established. 

GENERAL PRINC IPLES -" " 

1. The International Convention should ensure that the archeological and historical 

treasures of the sea.bed and the ocean floor, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, 
.. 

should be protected as a common heritage of mankind.. 
.... 

2. The territorial juri~sdiction of the International Sea-Bed Authority as far as the 

protection of the archeological and historicaltreaSures is concerned iS confined to 

..... the sea-bed and the ocean floor and the _st~bs0&! thereof beyond the limits of the 

continental shelf and to t-he extent that the international limits of the Sea-Bed 

Authority are prescribed in the Convention. 

3- Exploratio n and e~ l o it at ion of the resources of the international sea-bed area 

shall be carried out in such a manner as toprevent damage to the archeological and 

historical treasures to be found An the area. 

4. If the International Authority will not undertake itself exploitation activities 

of the resources of the sea-bed area~ all persons, natural Or juridical, public or 

private~ national or international, e~ploiting the area by a system of contracts or 

by the establishment of joint ven tures~ are to be obliged to report to the Authority 

the discovery of any item of archeologlcal or'historical value. 

The exploration and utilization of the archeoiogical and: historical treasures J- 

of the international sea-bed in closed or semi-closed seas could be super~/ised by 

appropri&te regional organs established or to be establiSl~ed for this purpose~ in which 
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the coastal States of the region whose scientific institutions desire to explore the 

sea-bed area will have an equal right to participate. For this purpose regional 

committees of experts could exercise adviso~F functions with the International Sea-Bed 

Authority. The activities of these regional organs will not interfere with the right 

of the international Authority to supervise any e~ploration and archeological activity. 

6. As soon as an item of antiquity is spotted in the international sea-bed area 

operations should be temporarily suspend@d if necessary until the appropriate 

international or regional competent organ studies the discovery and takes proper 

protective measures for safeguarding the item dluring the recovery operation. 

7. The person, natural or juridical~ conducting the exp!oration of %he international 

sea-bed area ~¢ill be obliged not to sell to an unauthorized person~ natural or 

juridical any discovered archeological or historical object. 

8. Such items have to be surrendered to the International Sea-Bed Authority or to the 

Regional Organ. 

9. The International Authority and the competent Regional Organ will notify the State 

or States of cultural origin of the object or discovery. 

I0. The Authority should pay due regard to the interests of the State or group of 
b 

States of origin of the discovered archeological or historical treasures. To $his 

effect the Authority should promote, in co-operation with the regional organ, the 

universal sharing of the cultural benefits derived from the discovery of such treasures, 

takinginto particular consideration the rightful interests of the State of historical 

origin of the discovered treasure. 

II. The State of historical origin of the archeological or historical discovery 

possesses preferential rights %o acqtuire this item. If such a right to acquire by 

compensating the finder is not exercised within a reasonable time~ the object will be 

disposed of at the discretion of the finder. 

12. Each State shall make it an offence for its nationals and vessels %o violate the 

relevant regulations adopted pursuant to the International Sea-Bed Convention. 
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