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1 ...... Duringth e. spring session of the Committee~ the Uorking Croup held two meetings~ on 

28 and 29 }.~a,rch 1972~ at the first of which it elected Mr: Co%/. Pinto (Ceylon) a.s Chairman 

It held-a, further 20 meetings in July/".~ugust, in pursuance .of the m.anda,te conferred upon 

it by the Sub-Committee. 

2. At the start of its meetings during the July/~gust session~ the Working Group had 

before it ~ an informs] working paper which had been prepared a~ a preliminary attempt %o 

reflect within a single pa:per~ through the use of square brackets sad alternative texts~ 

areas of agreement and disagreement on matters relating to the S%atus~ scope and basic 

provisions of the r4gime, as these had been indicated in the debates in the Committee and 

in Sub--Comt~ittee I. The paper contained twenty-one texts on the following aspects of 

the status~ scope and basic pro~isi0ns of the r4gime based on the Declaration ofPrinciples~ 

limits of the Area, common heritage of mankind~ acti(~ities regarding exploration stud 

exploitation of the resources of the Area~ non-appropriation and no claim or exercise of 

sovereignty or sovereign_ rights ~ no claim or acquisition of rights incompatible with the 

r@gime~ non-recognition of claims inconsistent with the Conve~tion use of the 7~ea by 

al! States without discrimination ° a~plicabili%y of principles and rules of international 

law~ benefit of ms~nd as a whole~ preservation of the ~@ea exclusively for peaceful 

purposes~ who may ex~oloit the ~res~ general norms regarding ex]~loitation~ scien%i~i 

research ° transfer of tecl~o!og~j ~ protection of the marine enviro~ent~ due regard to the 

rights and _n%eresus of coas%al ota%es ~ the !e,6~al status of superja.cent wa.ters 

non-~nierference wi%h o-~ner ac%ivities in the ~res.~ responsibility %o ensure observsnce 

of the r4gime, and set%!emen% of dispu%es. 
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3- The Working Group completed on 28 Ju15r 1972 a first reading of the teX%s~ de'signed ~ 
. ..: .... 

to ensure that the opinions of members were fully and accurately reflected. As a 

result of that first reading~ the• working 2aper Was revised to ts/<e account of the 

opinions expressed. During a second reading of the texts as so revised~ an attempt 

was made to n~rrow the areas of disagreement as far as possible and to merge alternative 

texts where there was no fundamental difference of approach. The result of the 

Group Ts work is contained in annex I to this report. At the conclusion of its 

meetings~ the Working Group had completed its second reading of the ~011owing texts: 

the common heritage of msr~ind~ activities regarding exploration and exploitation~ 

non-appropriation or claim or exercise of sovereignty or sovereign rights, or of 

rights incompatible with the treaty articles, and the non-recognition of smy such 

claims or exercise of rights~ snd use of the Area by all States without discrimination, 

4. It should be noted that (a) the Group did not discuss the subject matter proposed 

for inclusion in text I~ (b) that it did not consider headings or marginal notes, or 

the question of the eventual position of tex%s~ (c) that some members of the Group 

expressed reservations •as to whether certain of the subjects dealt with in the texts 

fell within the terms of reference of the Working Croup~ (d)that square brackets and 
b 

alternative texts continued to be used in order to indicateareas where it did not 

prove possible to accommodate views in a single text~ end (e)that some members did not 

consider the matters covered by the texts as necessarily exhaustive. 

5- Attention is invited to the introductory note • dealing with the tmitary approach 

prg_Posed by the delegation of Malta and to _the f~0_otnotes in which certain delegations ............. 

consented to have their views reflected. 
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