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A. Work of the Sub-Committee in 1971 

I. Sub-Committee-I was one of three sub-conm~ittees of the whole set un in accordance 

with an agreement reached on .the organization of work of the Committee on the Peaceful 
• : ..... ~. 

Uses of the Sea-Bed and Oces~n Floor beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction during 
• . 

its session in March 1971. Under the terms of %he ~,greemen% read out by %he Chairms~ 
.% 

of the Committee a% its 45th mee%ing~ on 12 March~ -the following subjects and 

functions were allocated %o Sub-Con~nittee I~ 

"To prepare draft treaty ~ticles embodying the international r@gime - including 
.:. 

an international machine<y-- for the area s~%d the resources of the sea-bed and the 

oces~ floor~ .... and_the s~bsoil thereof~ beyond the liners _Of national jurisdiction9 
{ : 

tsking into account the equitable sharing by all States in the benefits to be derived 

therefrom~ bearing in mind the specisl interests and needs of developing countries~ 

whether coastal or land-!ocked~ on ~ne be.sis of the Declaration of Principles 

Governing %he Sea-~ed stud the Ocean Floor s~_d the Subsoil Thereof beyond the Limits 
.. . • 

. .. 

of Nations~l Jurisdiction~ economic i1~?lications resulting from the exploitatio1~ of 
• . 

the resources of the area (resolution 2750 A (X~))~ as well as the pal~ticular needs 

and problems of l~nd-locked countries (resol.u%ion 2750 B (}OC~)). I' 
• . . 

2. ~ne agreement of 12 }-{arch else stated ~ 

"It is understood that the Sub-Commit%ees~ in connexion with the matters 

allocated to them9 may consider the precise definition of the area of the sea-bed 

and the ocean floor and the subsoil thereof beyond ~.~e limits of national jurisdiction. 

GE. 73-51048 
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. . .  

1% is clearly understood that the matter of recommendations concerning the ]?recise 
• 

definition of the smea is to be regarded as a controversial issue on which the C0mmit%ee 

would pronounce. The Committee shall also decide on the question of priority of 

particular subjects~ including the international r@gime~ the international machinel7 

and the economic implications of exploitation of the resources of the sea-bed stud 
• . 

the oce@m floor~ an<i< %he subsoil thereof be::ond the limiis of nationsl jurisdiciion~ 

proceeding from resolution 2750 (XX~/) s~d the relevant explanations made on behalf of 

its co-sponsors. " 

3. On 27 August~ at the 66th meeting~ %he Chairmsm of the Committee read out the text 

of the following agreement on these outstanding issues~ which the Co~ni9%ee adopted ° 

"The question of the internationsl r~gime should receive a certsAn priority as 

explained by the co-sponsors of the original draft resolution later adopted as 

resolution 2750 C (XXV) and as implied in the terms of that resolution. This would 

mean~ in %he first instance~ the allocation of more time to Sub-Committee I. 

"}~]~ile each Sub-Committee will have the rigli% %0 discuss and record its 

conclusions on the question of limits so far as it is relevant %o the subjects s~located 

%o i%9 the main Committee will not reach a decision on the final recommendations with 
• 

regard to limits until the recommendations of Sub-Co~mittee II on the precise 

definiiion of the area have been received~ which should c0nstitu%e basic proposals for 

the considera%ion of the main Committee. 

"The question of peaceful uses is allocated -~o the main Committee~ it being 
_ _ .  " . . [ "  . understood that each of the Sub-Committees is free %o consider it in so £sm as ~hls 

question is relevant to its mandate"° 

4. Sub-Committee I held two series Of meetings in Geneva in 1971~ from 12 March %o 

26 March and from 19 July to 27 Augo.st. In 14arch it held four meetings~ in 

July/August it held 27 meetingS. Representatives of the Slates members of the 
• . 

Committee attended these meetings as well as observer States. Representatives of 
-. 

the specialized agencies~ IAEA and D~'{CTAD also attended the meetings. 
. 

° Sub-Coimmzttee i in !971 ~re~e: 5 The officers of ' • " " . _ 

Chairman~ Dr. E.E. Se ~ ~-oon (united Republic of Tanzania) 

Vice-Chairmen Mi ~. SoM. Thompson-Flores (Brazil) 

Mr. G. Fekete (Hung~ary) 
• . 

Mr. C°V. Ranganathan (India) 

Rappor%eur ° Mr. A. Prohaska (Austria) 
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6. The Report of the Sub-Co~uittee on its work in 1971~ reproduced in the Report of 

the Committee to the General Assembly (document A/8421~ supplement number 217 

Official Records of %he 26%h Session)~ noted that the Sub-Committee completed during 

the year a general comprehensive debate on the matters referred to it. The views 

expressed in the Sub-Committee durin~ the d~bsto- are summariz~d in paragraphs 59-83 

of the Commi'ttee' s RePort. 

7. At the end of the July/August session~ o the Chairmen submitted a note 

• ~o .... o-r the future work of the Sub-Commi%%ee 

Foll owin~ a discussion of the.m~%%er~ %he Sub-ColmnitTbee a~feed that a% %he beginning 

of its firs% session in 1972 it would begin -the next stages of its work in. relation %o 

the mailers referred to it. Accordingly J_5 wou].d give specific considere~tion %o 

particular subjects with a vievr to clarifying them sufficiently~ so that it could 

proceed 5o the drafting of articles on the issues identified in %hese specific debates. 

• B. Wo__rk of the Sub-Colr~li._ tree in 7_2 

8. Sub-Committee I held-two series of meeting's during- 1972~ the firs% in New York 

~ .... from 29 February to 29 M~mcn~ and the second :in Geneva from 19 July to 15 August. 

In March it held 16 meetings~ in July/Augu.st i% held !4 meetings. Represenbatives 
... 

of the S.Sates members of-the .Committee aStended these meetings as well as Observers. 

Representatives of the specialized agencies~ I~EA and UNCTAD also attended %he 

meetings. 

9- The officers of~ Sub-Committee I in 1972 were: 
.. 

. Ch~rman~ Mr. Paul Bsmela Engo (Cameroon) 

Vice-Chairmen: _ ~,rir ..... S°M. Thompson-Flores ' (Bxazil) ............................ 

Mr. G. Feke%e (Hungs~y) 

Mr. C. V o Rangsma.%han (Indi a) 

Rapporteur: Mr. H.C. Mo%t (Australia) 

i0. At its 53rd meeting~ on 6 March !972~ thq::Sub .... Col~.aittee adopted its progr~e 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ................................. 

of work for 1972. This progr~mme~ whichwas based on a workino~ paper presented at. 

the August 1971 session of the Sub-Committee~ was formally adopted after the 

incorporation of certain .smendments. .The pro~[f~.-omm~e of w0rk was~ 
.. 

Item i~ Status~ Scope and basic provisions of the r,~g~ime~ based on the 
. 

Declaration of Princi!)!es (resolution 2749 (XXV)) . . . .  
.. 

Item 2 ° Status~ scope~ functions stud powers of the in%ernation~.! machinery in 
• .. .. 

.. 

relation to ° 
.: .. 

• <~a) organs of. -the _n~ ~~erna~,~ionsl maohinery~ . . . .  including', comioosi%ion~ 
• . . . . . .  

procedures and dispute set%lemen%~ 
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(b) rules and practices relating to activities for the e~.~p!oration~ 

e~ploi ~a0!on s_nd management of the resources of 0m~ area~ .... " J~^~ as well 

as %hose re!&tin~" to the preservation of the .marine environment 

and scien-bific researoh~ including technical assistance to 

develoi)in~ countries 

(c) tile equitable sh~ring in the benefits to be derived from the area, 

bearing in mind the special interests and needs of developin,g 

coun%ries~ whether coastal or land-!ocked~ 

(d) the economic considerations and implications relating-to the 

e~,ploi%ation o~ .... resources of the area~ including their 

processing and marketing 

(e) the pa_ ~cular needs smd ]nroblems of land-locked countries~ 

(f) relationship of the internatlonal machinery to the United Nations 
.. 

• . . • 

•system• 

ii. •The Sub-Committee held ~,,~ specific discussion on both items of its programme of 

work~ inc!udin~g the si~ sections of item 2 The report of the Sub-Commidtee on its 

• %me Report of the Committee to the General Assembly work in 1972~ reproduced in ~ " • 

(document A/8721~ supplement number 21~ Offi0iai Records of the 27th Session), 

"J7" • summarizes the substance of t~_ls discussion 
.. 

12. At the 4Oth meeting of the Sub-Committee, the Chairman summarized the discussion 

on item I of the programme of work and his Suramary~ by decision of the Sub-Commifitee, 

was c irciila%ed as document A/AC.i38/SC.I/L.iO. At ...... ]~he-55th meeting of the 

Sub-Commi-b%ee~ %he presiding Vice-Chairman~ on behalf of the Lklreau~ summarized the 

discussion on item <_ of '~ _ -one !orogramme of wo~ and his summary, by decision of the 

Sub.-Commit%ee, w a s  c i r c u l a t e d  s~s document A /AC.138 /SC. ! /L . !7 .  

~fork in~ Grpup on t he  interna:tio~_al, r6gim e and machiner z 
• C i  ] 1  I " 13 The report of the ouo-Commzttee for 1972 states that the Sub-Committee agreed to 

:.. • 

a proposal by the Chairman %0 set up a Working Group on the international rdgime. !% 
• . 

was agreed that the Working Group would have 33 members but would be open-ended to 

enable non-members %o present proposals or those which had already done so 9o join in 

their e~amina%ion. The following States were desi" -~ gnatect as members of the Working 

Group~ Az'~gna~_~" stan,~ Alt",'eria_ ~ Australia, ~ Carm~-~da~ Czechos!ovsl~ia~ Ethiopia~ ii'inland~ 

- _ ' ~'~ ,~' - ~- Mali Malta ~e~i co France, Indonesia~ ±raq,~ 7z'an~ Japan~ Kenya, ~<uwait~ .:laJ_s~,oascar~ ~ ~ _ 

Morocco~ _]>Tige~o4 a,, __ Peru, i>oland~ Roma, nia~ Senega!~ Sri La;J~a~. Trinidad_ and_ Tobago~. _ 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics~ United States of America.~ Uz~ugv.ay; Venezuela~ 

r7 - r7 . ~ - ~,&~re ~ kGamoig,,. 
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14. During- the I.iarch session of the Committee, the Working Group held two meetings, 
.. 

on 28 and 29 I-/arch 1972~ a-b the first of" which it elected I',h ~. C.W. Pinto (Sri La~Jca) 
.. 

as Chairm~. I t held 20 meetings in July/August, in pursuance of the mandate 

conferred upon it by the Sub-Committee. 

• J - l ~  , 1 • - 15 At the sbart of its meetings during the July/August session~ o~ l/ori~mng Group 
. . . .  : 

had before i$ an ±nfoizmal work~_ng paper which had been prepared as a preliminary 

attempt to reflect within a single paper~ tl~rough the use of square braokefis and 

alternative texts~ areas of agreement and disagreement on matters relating to the 

status~ scope and basic provisions of the r6gime~ as these had been indicated in %he 

debates in the Committee and in Sub-Committee I. The paper contained 21 texts on the 

following aspects of the status, scope and basic provisions of the r6gime based on the 

Declaration of Principles: limits of the areal common heritage of mal~cincl[ activities 
. . . .  

r e g a r d i n g  e~,plorahion and <._.,~oloitation o f  the resources o f  the area~ n o n - a p p r o p r i a t i o n  
. .  

and no claim, or e~ercise of 'sovereignty or sovereign rights~ no claim or e;cquisitien 
• . . . . .  

of rights incompatible with the r@gimel non-recognition of claims :inconsistent with 
• . . . ", . ,. • . . ..- 

.. 

the conventionl use of the area by all States without discrirmination~ applicability 

of principles and rules of in-hernational lawl benefit of mankind as a whole l 

preservation of the area e~eclusively for peaceful purpose~l who may e~ploit the areal 

general norms regsmding e~p!oitationl scientific researchl transfer of $echnologyl 

protection of the marine envirom~ent~ due regard to the -"~ ~ rmgnos and interests of 

coastal S%a-~esl the legal status of superjacent waters l non-interference with other 

activities in the area~ responsibility %o ensure observance of the r@~imel and 

settlement of disputes. 

16. The Workii~" Group on 28 July completed a first reading of the -hexts~ designed 

to ensure that the opinions of members were f,~lly and accurately reflected. As a 

result of that first reading~ the working paper was revised to take account of the 

opinions expressed, l~tring a second re~ding of the revised te~ts~ an attempt was 

made to narro~.r ~he areas of di ~ ~- sagree.nenu as far as possible and to merge alternative 

texts where there w~s no fundsmental difference of approach. The result of the 

Group's work is arme~ed to the Sub-Co~nittee's report for 1972. A% the conclusion 

of its meetings for %he year~ the Working Group had completed its. second reading of 

the following texts: the common heritage of mankind[ activities regarding 

e.-~ploration and e:,'ploi%ation~ non-appropriation or claim or e~ercise of sovereignty 

or sovereign rights~ or of rights incompatible with the treaty articles~ and the 

non-recogn,ition of any such claims or e~e~"cise of rights~ and use of the area by all 

States without discrimination. 
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17. The Sub-Committee ag~.~eed at its 61st meeting to a proposal by-the presiding 

Vice-Chairman concerning +he course of future ~,.~ork in regard to item 2 of the progra~-~e 

of worl~. 

!8. The Vice-Chairman said that in view, sm~ong o%her considerations~ of the close 

links-t.ha% e~isted be-~ween the two items on the Sub-Committee's programme of work '- 

the rggime and the machinery- represen-~atives of the different regional groups had 

agreed ~o entrust-~o -the Working Group on-bhe international r6gime the task of dealing 

with ~he ma-~ters included in item 2 of the progTamrae of work, on the international 

machinery, in accordance with the Group's procedures. 

19. The Chairman said that it would be understood that the Group Could decide at the 

appropriate %-ime ~-~J:lat ~i_e~ completion of the ~ask relating to the r6gime ~,rould not be 

necessary before beginning ~:rork on the international machinery. The understanding 

concerning the distribution of membership among regional groups would remain the same~ 

it being agreed ~h~t regions, l gToups would be free to maintain or modify their 

membership, and ~%he Worl~ing Group would be open to all members of the Committee who 
• . 

would wi sh to par-~i cipa'~e. 
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20. The Sub-Ommmittee held. two series of _meetings d'0_~mno:1 ~" ~ 1973~ the fi-~s%~ in 

New York from 7 March to 5 April and the second in Geneva from 3 July to .... August. 

In I~[arch/April it held seven mee%i ,--.<' and in Ju.iy/f~ugust it held meetings 

Representatives of the States members of the Colm~ittee attended these meetings as 

well as Observers. Representatives of the spccia!ized agenoies~ IL<~EA and UNCTAD also 

attended ~he meetings. 

21. The officers of the Sub-Cormnittee in ]-973 were~ 

Chairman Y~r ra.a_ Ba_mela Engo (Cameroon) 

Vice Chairman Mr. S.T,i. Thompson-Flores (Brazil) 

at the March session~ 

Mr. R. Banyasz (Hungary~ replacing Irma. Fekete) 

I~moo P. }lao (India~ replacing }&r. Ranganathan) 

a% %he July/Au~ast session~ 

~,~. Endre Zador (Hungary) 

},'b° C .V. I{anganathan (India) 

Rapport eur Mr. H.C. ~Iot t (Aus italia) 

22. In addition to variou~ background docvdnents~ th(- Sub-Cormmi-ttee had before i% 

three reports prepared by the Secretary-General for the Colm~li%tee in response %o 

General Assembly resolutions 5029 B and C and in accordance with requests in the 

Sub-Committee during %he March/April session~ 

(a) Document A /A C /138 /87 .... --Ecoh0mic Significance~ in Terms of Sea-Bela .......... 

Mine-r-s,l Resourc{:s~ of the Various Limits 

Proposed for Na-lsional Jurisdiction 

(b) Document APC/138/88 - E~<em~ies of Precedents of Prov i s iona l  App!ioa%ion~ 
: .  

Pending" t h e i r  Entry  in to  Force~ of ~du l t i l a t e r a l  

Trea%ies~ E s p e c i a l l y  Trea t i es  which have Es tab l i shed  

International Orga~izations and/or R@gimes 

23. The following papers were introduced in !97~ 

(a) Draft articles under item 23 of %he list of subjects aud issues~ ! 

Archaeological and Historical Treasumos~ by ~urke,y (A/&C.138/SC.I/Lo21) 
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(b) Draft articles pre.sen%ed by Italy concGrning the Composition of the 

Co .noi  I/T, 
(c) Draft article on item 23 of the list of subjects and. issues~ Protection 

of i,rchaeologica! and Historical Tr~astu~es~ pre.sentr-:d by G.reece 

(fji, C. 138/S0. I/S. 25 ) 

(d) [Draft articles submitted by- Italy] (A/IC.138/SC.I/L.26) 

24. i,n index of the docv, a~enbs submitted %o-.bhe Sub-Co1~mitbee for %he years 1971 - 

1973 is in Annex I. 

25. An index of statements in-bhe Sub-Conmmittee for the years 1971-1973 is in 

Ann~x 2 .  
i 1 ~ "! 26. A% its .... mee ting~ on .... Au~_sl;~ -~ne Suo-Colm~ittec adopted its report to 

the Co~i%t e e. 

Discussions in the Sub-Co~m~ittee 

27. During its %we sessions in 19759 the Sub-Colmni%tee devoted a number of meetings 

] " to discussions of individual subjects rG_..ace.d to its mandate These discussior~s are 

described in the following paragraphs. 

28. A number of delegations conmented on the subject of archaeological and historical 

treasures which was an item added %o the. mandate of the Sub-Coffmuit%ee following the. 
.. 

acceptance of the list of subjects and issues. One representative recalled that his 

delegation had submitted a working paper on this subject at the previous session of 

t h e  Sub-Cor_,mlittee ( & / f ~ O . 1 3 8 / S C . I / L . 1 6 )  and d G s c r i b e d  t he  9 r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  p a p e r °  

A b r i e f  .... d i s c u s s i o n  ensued  i n  which  a nt~mb-er Of d ~ i c g a t i o n s  conm~ented on t h e  s u b j e c t .  

A n o t h e r  d e l e g a t i o n  s u b m i t t e d  a d r a f t  a r t i c l e  (5/&C.138/SC.I/L.21) which  was a l s o  %he 

s u b j e c t  o f  comments .  S u b s e q u e n t l y 9  d u r i n g  t h e  J u ! y / i ,  ugms% s e s s i o n ~  a f u r t h e r  d r a f t  

a r t i c l e  was s u b m i t t e d  (A/ZC.i38/SC.I/L.25). 
29.  ~,-t t h e  64%h m e e t i n g  of' %hG Su30-Co'_,m_~ittee on 17 Harch~ a d e l e g a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  t ha$ 

the S e.cretary-General should pre:pare a study of the poten$ial applicability to the 

Committee's present work of the various ways in which the question of the provisional 

1.g1.~ .., I _ ~ entry into force of multilateral treaties _._~s been d.Galt with in tn~, ~oas%. He asked 

that the study should bc co~:knleted before the Ju!y/Aug~st session of the Conm~ittee and 

'~ l l" ~. _ _ that it should be r-efc-:rred to Suo-uon~-_;tttee I and ~3ossibly to the Working Group ~or 

discussion. Following consultations and. discusssion in the Sub-Cor_...~nittee~ the-proposal 
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w&s sub s6~quen t ly  i s s u c d  in. w r i % i n g  ( i / ~ ' ~ C o 1 3 8 / S C . i / L o l D ) .  i r t  %he 669h me-et~ng t h e  

Sub-Colmnitte@ adopted the following-rccol-mnends,~ion t o  the Con~/~ittce ° 

"Sub-Committee I reconmends to th£ Main Co!m,litte~e ~hat the Secr~tary-Cener-sl 

be requested to describe-factuaily~ for the Sub-Committc-c's use-at ,its suxmer session 

in !973~ examples of precc:dents of provisional, o:pplication~ p<-~nding %h£ir entry into. 

force~ of all or part of mu].ti!,_%-~eral trcai~ics,~ especially trcatic:.s which have. 

established international organizations and/or r6~simes, 
• 

"This recommendation is not a pronounce men-t ~ on, nor does i~ prejudge in any way~ 

the nature~ characteristics~ forms or structure of the r4gime and machinery for-bhe 

sea-bed and the ocean floor and the subsoil thereof beyond th~:s limits of nation&l 

jurisdiction which are %o be establishcd~ in the general context of the Law of %he Sea 

to be considered at the forthcoming Co~m~erence. It does not constitute a recormnendation 

on the. advisability of the concept of provisional application of the r4gime and 
• • ] n machinery~ Or on the, relevance of past precedents Nor does i% prej~_o.ge. the cilz-esti.on 

whether only that part of a treaty tel&ring to -the r6gime and machinery concerning,%he 

se~-bed area beyond the limits of national juris~i • o___ction and its resm~mce.s would apply 

provisionally or whetl%er provisions relating to other questions of the Law of t he: Sea 
b 

would, also apply provisionally, These questions have not beeN. discussed by the 

Sub- C o~mi % t e e." 

30. lLnother delegation recalled resolution 2750 i (XXV) and asked the Secretary- 

General to provide for the, Ju!y/Au~st session a. brief report on new economic and 

technological;developmen-~s relating to se~a-bed e~:p!oi-{&tion and subsequently to 

prepare a more comprehensive study for the, Conference. The Sub-Co~m~ittee endorsed 

%his request. 

31. During-the. March/~pril se.ssion~ -~he. Chairman of the Working Croup reported to the 

Sub-Co~..~aittee on the progress made in the Croup, By decision of the Sub-Conmlittee 

his statements were reproduced in eS~enso in-the records of the. 64th and 67th 

meetings. His reports contained pc{rsonal views and were not binding on any delegation. 

& number of de!egatim~_s also com.acnted on developments in the Working Group. 
• 

32. On 5 April at the 68th meeting of.the Sub-Cor:m~ittee the Chairman made a statement 

sm~,umarizing the work done by the Sub-Co!m-_;it-hee and its Working ' ~. _ Group dur~ ng the 

session in Harch/April~ which by decision of the Sub-Con%mitt~ewas circulated as 
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Group's texts on the status~ scope and basic provisions of the r@gime should b~ 

circulated as a document of the ~ .... oub-CoJ-m~it%ec. Thc-~ Sub-Corm~ittec ~.~.r,~ed %o this 

p r o p o s a l  and. the  t e x t s  were circul.s..'0(~d as doc%m~cm% Z./AC,!38/SC,!/L,22, 
33. At the session in July//Lug#ust~ and-pursuant to decisions of %he General Assembly 

and of the Co~mlitte- at its session in MarC_/~lpri! (see parag :~phs 29 and 30 above)~ 

I ~ • the Sub-Co_,~mlttee had before it the three repor-bs mentioned in parag~raph 22 above.. 

34. A number of del " o~" , . ' egabions co~m~enPe¢] on-~he repot0 on the economic significance~ in 

terms of sea-bed mineral re;sov:rcces.~ of the various limits proposed for national 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  (A /AC,138 /87 ) ,  Speakers  gene-rs,~!ly appesmed to  agre;e %hs.% the  r e p o r t  

contained material of importance for the work of the Sub-Cormnittee in re latio1~ %o 

the international r@gime and machinery~ becaz~e of ~he information it provided as to 

the likely extent and location of sea-bed re:sources. 

35. Some speakers conm~e.nted on the re:port of the exa])zples of precedents of provisional 

application~ pending their entry into force~ of multilateral treaties (A/AC.I~8/88). 

Speakers generally appeared to agree that this was a useful report which could be 
. .  

taken into account o~t a further,stage of the work of formulating the new law of the 

Sea. 

36. Several speakers re~ferred to the report concerning recent developments in regard 

to  s e a - b e d  m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e s  (A/AC, I~8 /90) ,  The view was ~xpre.ssed t h a t  %h-£ r s p o r t  

c o n t a i n e d  some i n c o r r e c t  i r~o rma t ion~  dE ' r iv ing  from p u b l i s h e d  sources~  about  the  p a r t  

p l a y e d  by one Governm~sn%-regarding a c t i v i t i e s  re_!a%ed t o  s e a - b e d  m i n e r a l  r e ; s o u r c e s ,  

A nm~ber of  dele-ga%ions ref-~rr-ed to a newspaper  r e p o r t  about  p l a n s  f o r  m i n i n g  on the  

d~:ep ocean floor. The: view was expressed -'-~ -'- 0nao activities of-this kind l e~d to the 

conclusion %hat it was urgently n ecc{ssary to negotiate the< differences be:tween States 

and to hold the Conference~ that f~;a"ther study of %he provisional app!ico~tion of 

the: Convention emerging from the Confercncc would be necessary~ and that the Secretary- 

General should submit well in advance{ of the Conference a final report dealing with 

the economic consequences of future e~ploi-bation for the economics of developing 

]anc~.-b~s-cd producers of minerals It was also stated in this regm~rd that the position 

of anothe{r delegation on interim mining legislation and sea-bed nodule, exploitation 
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remained as outlined in the-14~::.rch pril sc:ssion _,~ccording to this view~ as wc]l~ it 

.. -i ,.-. ..,h(=~ Colmuil;t~~c so that when was necessary to procec~d urg~nt!y with tn:~. w o r k  of ~,- " ,_ 

~.xploitation took place it would do so under a,~,~.~,:c,d intc-rnationa! arrangements. 

37. The. Chairman of the Working Grou©~ in accorc].ancc with the practicc originated 

at the March/i, pril session9 made periodic rcpor[,s %o the Sub-Co.~im~i.ttc:c on bhc 

prog<ress made in the Working Group during %hc. July/Lugus% s.cssion. Th<i:-sc reports9 

which contain uscfu! material in r¢..g'ard to %he activibi~:s of the Working Group ~ but 

which wcrG the pu:rsonal views of its Chaii\man oond ~.~_ot binding on any dclcgm.%ion~ werc 

by decision of the Sub-Corm:~i%tcc rr~i~roducc:.d in c-,,~%c.nso in th~ records for the 

.... nee tings o 
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