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ORCANIZATION OF WORK

The CHAIRIIAN -said that, I Wlow1n5 representations made to him, he had
decided to czll the meebing in order to provide an spportunity for delegations to

o4 -,

mal:e obse¥vations on the reports

2

n

ted by the Sub-Committee during the Spring

I

eque
session, if they so wished. The timing had been due entirely to the problenm

created by the unavoidable abgence of the Chairman of the Working Group, Br. Pinto,
from Genevea., Several dslegates hoU requested a breavhing-space to enable consultations
to take place. |

However, it had also besen the intention of the Chair to hold a meeiins not

(5]

only to listen to the periodic reports of the Chairman of the Woxking Group, but

valuaie the problems ahead.

)

hai
also to talke stock of the Sub~-Committee's work and to
That matier was of such importance that it deserved the fullest attention if
success was to be achiasved,

He stressed the Sub-Committes's wealmess in bargaining with time. The illusion
of movement was one of the greatest threats to the Sub-Committee. The Sub-Committee
had set up its working procedures before any other Sub~-Committee had done; it had
established ite institutions before any other; 1t had produced working vapers
regponding to the need for idenlifiying in clear terms the various proposals before
any other Sub-Committee had done; 1t had gotbten down to the tagk of examining

cthers had done. Those facts were !mown; hut

D

those proposals before any of th
one fact_tb rvemember was that the Sub~-Coumitbtee was now in running competition

with the.ofher Sub-Committees. I was, Jjointly with them, running a race against
time and texts that would be productive of nrogress at the proposed Conference of

Pienipotentiaries on the Law ¢i the Sea in Santiago, Chile, in 1974.

-1

One task had been assigned to Sub~Committee I; a contribution that it had
to make in a spescified field. Other Bub-Commitiees had ftheirs. The Sub-Committee
should not be complacent wntil its work was successfully completed.
The Bub-Committee recognized the need gpeedily to produce_a document on each
the two items before it, weflecting the present thinking in tThe Sub-Committes.

o

Undoubtedly, the membership of ths Committee was fully reflective of the chavacter
of contemporary international society. The 3 ouCond‘Lteé must assemble, with regard
to both the international rigime and the international machinery, areas in which
there was no-disagreement in substance or form: it also had to asgemble areas of

agreement in substance even 17 the form was still a maiter of controversy: {finally

Bl

it had %o assemble arveas of disagreement.
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The Sub-Committee had to graduate from the mere assembly of various texts in
a comparative table. That type of effort had already pfoduced-wor:ing papers.
The type of document that would be helpful for the Conference would not need
identification of the holders of particular views. It wes the problem on each
igsue that was important, not the name nf the proponent.

It was therefore essential to speed up the outstanding work, which had heen
divided into "first and second readings". Time did nct permit the Sub-Committee
to stick 4o the procedures they provolked. The Sub-Committee must now proceed to
attempt a comprehensive statement on the current trends in the Sea-Bed Committee
on the two items hefore it.,  That had not beén done. In the process it should
endeavour to reémove all brackets and all dissenting copinions that masgueraded as
footnotes. Drackets should only identify alternative gtatements where substbance
was not at issue. ' .

Perhaps the most pressing aspect of the Sub~Cormittee's task related to areas
of disagreement on substance. Intensive infommal consultations and negotia%ions
should aim at narrowing the divergencies. Two alternatives reflecting existing
trends would be idedl. Where more than two trends were irreconcilable or
fundamentally at variance there would be value in their individual statement,
if the alternatives clearly demomnstrated the type of'poiitical decision that must
be made by the Conference.’ ’ ' '

No delegation expected a consensus text reflecting full agreementzby all
communities of interest within the Commitiee, The nature of the debate so far,

after five years of effort, did net give sround for guch optimism. Yet, it must

be sald that the Commitése's mendate did not necessarily imply fhat one wasg
required. Its endeavours woula undoubtedly aid the internaticnal soclety in
identifyirig the spectrum of opinion within it. A general debate at the present
stage was of little value in comparison:with the need for final negotiations ‘
leading to the pelitical decisicns that could produce an international convention.
The areas deman&ing the Sub-Committee's fillest concentraiion related in the
firgt place to the basic quesiion of the powers and functions of the Authority,
inciuvding those of the organs to be established under it. That issue had tended
to produce two .communities of intersst on political lines. . The developed world on
the one hand had called for realism based on what they considered to be the political
and economic Tealities of the present and past. The developing mations had also
called for realism on what they considered to be the faijures of the past, as

well as the political and economic yealities of the present and future.
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It would be difficult to sgolve all the broad underlying problems posed by
thoge two groups ét the present stega. HOwever, an attempt to solve some of them
should be made before stating the alfernatives. DBoth sides had to give something,
but ?erhaps because the developed countries had more they must make the greater
sacrifice, Tt lay to a large extent with them to dictate the course of contemporary
history. They had Zhe materizl and human resources to ensure the strengthening
of international peace and securiiy, through realistic co-operstion among States
in the econcmic and techneological fiselds. The sexperience of the United Nations
was not a happy one - it could not breathe confidence and patisnce into even the
most "moderate' of the develeoping countries. There was no need o leave to Tuture
historians for instance the judgment on the use of the "veto! in the Security
Council. The disenchantment of the young weak natiouns with that institution was
directly reflected in thelir atititude towards the issue of the powers and functions
of the proposed "Council" for the International Authority.

If the Sub-Committee could not find common ground now, at least 1t shouid
clearly state the two main trends on the range of subjects.  He had used the term
"main' because he recognizged the existence of some middle-of-the-rcad ideas. The
Sub-Commitbes should investigate the agreed agpects and not allow them to be drowned
in an uproar of disagreement. s

The second Questioﬁ'related to the broad one of "who should explolt the area™.
There, too, there were gome variations in perspective in spite of the Declaration
of Principles. What appeared to-be necessary was-a Tree and frank exchange of views,
outside the glare of publicity. The area of fundamental disasreement was
comparatively smaller. The Sub-Commaittee oust turn 1ts concentrated atiention on——
that area because it was possible to narrow substantizlly the scope of the
existing divergéncy,

It was essential for the Sub-Ceommittee to conclude all its work, including
the adeption of drait arvicies or a report, after conaidering the results of the
informal consultations in the Vorking Group and elsewhere, no later than 17 Auguét,
so that the remainder of the session could he laft free for the Main Commitiee. It
muat hé mindful of the waming given by some delegafions that they would not

adopt any texts on which they had not been consulted. There were also, within

the Working Group precedures, sheets in blue ink conbaining informal suggestions,
which, if they were to be useful, must undergo ceriain procedures in the proper
forum bhefore being considered adopted, All of those procsdures must be completad

as part of the Sub-Committee's task before that final date.
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Consequently, he wished to make the following proposals for consideratioﬁ by
the Sub-Committees
1. That the Sub~C.ommittes should divide ive wvemaining time ‘atec three periods -
{a) the bérioé between now and 31 July;
(b)' the period betwsen 1 and 10 Avgust;
and
(cj the periocd between 10 and 17 August,
He proposed that the flrsc period bLe allocated to the Wbrklng @roup to conclude

the current method of work. It should spend the time attempting to concretize

’ex1st1ng dlvergencles in the form of draft texts, including the adoption of all wrltten

infornal proposals and suggestions which would aid the identification of such
divergehcies.‘ The Chairman of the Working Group would make a comprehensive statement
lncludlng the introduction of agreed texts, etc. | '

The second period would be used for intensive consultations. Tﬁe aim during that

pericd would be o ensure that existing divergencies had been narrowed down o an

" absolute minimum, The negotiations and consultations would also be informal and no

doubt Dr. Pinto would continue to play a very important if not a central rdle. The
Officérs of the Sub-Committee would ﬁarticipate actively at that gtage.

A What happened in the first two periocds, especially in the second, would dictate
the course of achion in thé third. The third and final week would have %o be kept free
for.éne or both of two actions: (a) to prepare a report to the Main Committees;

oT, (b) to finalize the procedures for adopiing any'emerglng consensus texts refiecting

The Officers of the SubeQmmittee were still consulting on the guestion of &
report‘* its nature, its form'ﬁnd the like, The Sub~Committee's Rapporteur was also
in touch w1th the other Rapporteurs. Those consultations would be held at a different
level .80 as not 1o obstrucz the efforts directed at questions of substance.

Although he was propos;ng certaln bime-limits it must be understood that apﬁfovél
did nct blpd the Chair %o applying uhem with crippling rigidity. The attainment of
success wag the primary motivation for his proposgals. The Chair would undoubtedly

adjust the periods if doihg so would promote greater chances of sUCCess.
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He wished however o draw attention to the time factor and to the maanltude of
the taske before fhe SuﬁwCommittée; lie ebvonei\ npealed +o all delebatlone to brlng
out their maximum of co-operation in the weoks ahead. MNo gen ral deoateu or lenwtfy
relteration of already aclared or well-known positions would be h@lULul

The Sub~Commitiee musgt not loge its 3 speox ve of the tasi oefore it. It could
not afford to fail in the statement of the resulis of its deliberations over dﬂe past
six years. The positions were well- nown and concretbe proposals bhad been puu forwera.
It chould assemble the ideas now in their current form. The Conference was schedaieq
in Santlago for next year -~ only wonths away. Lt was completely nut51de the Suh
Commlttee‘e competenc@ directly or indirectly to queotlon ﬁhe timing of that Conference.

He was sure he could count on all ueLe ationg to 1ve co—operation at its
na31mum and best. Life aL a sesslon of the Sea-Bed Committee Look 1ts rhythm from the
ups and downs of the aJV'tO day atultuueu and positions of delegates,‘ ie w1ehed to
appeal wost urgently fo members of the Sub-Comni ttee to keen their comﬁoﬁ perspectives,
$0 avoid ﬁﬁneceseary pfooedural debatee and to et on, wlth the Job |

The Sub-Committee would as gess the progress of its wovk v;rtuallv on a dally bagis,
bearing 1n mlnd +he ‘need for pregmatﬂem and flex1b111tf. '

Wr. NJENGA (Kenya), epcaklng also on,behalf of +the CIoup of 77, endorsed

what had been eeld by the Chalrman, and said that the Croup of 77, which already had
a Qenei@erable invee%menﬁ_of time_aﬁa money ln sea-bed matters was gitrongly committed
%o-fhe‘ctheniﬂg of tﬁe Conference.on the Law of the Sea at Santiavo on the scheduled
date. He etreceed the fact that although the Sub-Committee's w0rking Group had
produced some usefui wovk, more eomeJe be documenta ion’ would e neeced for the Santlago
Conference,;eo that the ULenlOOb@ntlafleﬁ could ﬁake polltlcal deelelone, “He agreed
with the Chelrman tha uhpre WaS uneoxtunetely no pe 18ibllity of achiev1n a ccﬁeeneus
text. It should, however, he poeeLble to narrow nresent dl?ferences. , u " 

In hiﬂﬂview, it was essentiazl that the Subh- Commettee should held a number of forna?
meetings befo¥e eonclud1 ng its Merk, G ﬁhaf it could ocoduce its Leport to the Main
Comnittee. The perlod 10~ l{ Ar”usb was the mouu amproprlate time for tﬂat. iln
eoncluelon, he noted that the Chairman dan entmouuced an e?ement of Flex1011lty 1n

his proposaiss which was most approprlate5 elnce tie tlme—llmite eﬂould in hls‘own

view, be regarded as targets.
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Mr, ZOTIADOS (Greece) expressed his delegation's support for the Chairman's

propdsals and also endorsed what had been said by the representative of Kenyé. Tt
was essential that the Sub-Committee should now pasg on from fhe preliminary sﬁagés of
negotiation to the more substantive stages and to the narréwing of differences of
opinion. Having done that, it should preparé a text that could be used as a baéis
for draft articles. |

He proposed that. the Chairman'’s staftement should be rebroduced in extens; in the
summary record of the meeting. |

" 8ir Roger JACKLING (United Kingdom) said that hls delegation would suppori

the Chairman in all his measures for speeding up the work of the Sub-Committee and
particularly welcomed his proposals with regard to the time schedule.

His delegation assumed that the Working Group would continue to meet and fhat,
in view of the Chaixman's reference to flexibility, the dates hé had proposed were
target dates. - o . | '
' He agreéed with the representéﬁive of Kenya that the Working'Group should continue
to meéf Tntil the time came for the Sub-Uommittee itself to :atiqnalize its work.
In fad%; the Working Group could continuve to meet until 10 August;'and there was no
reagon why négotiations ‘should not :earry on independéntly‘aﬁ the same time. The
representative of Kenya had rightly stressed the Chairman's wish $o introduce an
element of flexibility, :because it was essential that the Sub«Commlttee Should now
concentrate on refining its ideas and.parrowing its dlfferences;A”?“

Mx. BOJILOV (Bulgaria) said. that the Chalrman's proposal, as he had understood

it, was esuentlallb an atfempt to formulat. a programme of werk for each of the next
three weeks, He'approved that approach in prinoiple, but his delegation nevertheless
had mnglVlngs about certain aspects of the statements just made both by the Chalrman
angd by other delegations. o .

Firgt, they had seemed to imply that the work of the~Workiné Group precluded
consultations. = He did not think that was the oasé.', The wﬁfk ﬁf the Wbrkiné'Group
provided material for consultations, and when they were %o be held-depeﬁde& on the
political will of members. _ - ' S

Secondly, they had seemed to. ascribe too much importance to the reports of

Sub-Committee I &1d the other Sub—-Comnittess; thosge repdrts were important of course,
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but they would be merely the ocutcome of the work now in progress. He drew attention

to operative paragraph 2 of General Agsembly resolution 3029 (XXVII), in which the
Committee was reguegted %o hold two further sessions in 1973 with a view to completing
its preparatory work, and to submit a report with recommendations to the General Assembly
at itg twenty-eighth session. The preparation of the report was thus clearly linked

to the completion of the preparatory work. In operative paragraph 5 of the same
regsolution, the General Assembly had decided to review at its twenty-sighth session
the progress of the preparatory work of the Committes and; if nscessary, to take
measures to facilitate completion of the substantive work for the Conference and any
other action it might deem appropriate. The General Assembiy had’ therefore evidently
intended that the Commitltee should devote most of its attention fo completing the
preparatory worlk.

The report of Sub-Committes I would reflesct the success cor failure of the work
carried out in the few remaining weeks. If good resulis were achieved, he believed
that it would not be difficult to present them in the form of a report. In any case
the preparation of the report would not impede the work itself. He acknowledged bthe
need for flexibilityg'and expreéséd support for the United Kingdom representative's
suggestion that the Wbrking‘Group should continue o meet®, if necessary, until the
last possible day. In paraliel with those meetings intensive consultations should
take place involving all delegations.

The CHATRMAN said that the form and content of the report would be considered
later, but the views expressed by the Bulgarian representative on the subject could -
be borne in mind. At present” the Sub-Comuittee was considering how to tackie its-
immediate probiems'

The question had been raiged whether the work of the Working Group precluded the-
possibility of consultations. In hig view the two proéesses should be complémentary
and share the common goal of producing agreed texis reflecting frends of opinien
within.the international community. The Committee's aim must be to finalize prdposals
for eventual submiseion to the Conference, and he personally did not mind by what
means that end was achieved.

My, TUNCEL (Turkey) expressed his delegation's approval of the plan of. work
suggested by the Chairman.  He wighed to put forward a few ideas which might

céntribute to the successful completion of the Sub-Committes's work.
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First, the Chalrman and other speakers had made it clear that the proposed
work programne wag flexible and subject to whaitever alteration'might-provE"necessary.
Hig ﬁelegatféﬁ was prepared to adopt the plan provided $hat the dates prescribed in
it were not rigidly adhered to. Secondly, the Chilean répreéentativé had mentioned
at a previoué meating that his Covernment was preparing for the Conference on the
undérstan&ing‘that it would be held.in,ﬂby'1974, which was the date set by the |
Genersl Assembly. The Secretariat would also be doing its vart. It wasz therefofe
up teo thercommittee and the Sub-Committees fo ensure that their share of the
preparatory worl was comnletad in time. He siressed that Sub-~Coimmitiee I should not
try to give prlorlty to its own work, but should co-ordinate its e”fort with those
of the other Sub- Commltiees and Worklnt Groups so that they could all flﬂluh at the -
same ‘time. B

Thlrdly, there was the ques stion of conuultatlono, which had in fact been golngr
on ever gince Sub-Committee 1 was zet up. Hig delegation had made it clear from
the beginning that it regarded the Committee's work as political rather than legal,
for the deleéaﬁions taking part in it were first and foremodt fepresentatives-of
their Goverﬁments. Consultationélamong them were therefore political consultations,
and could néﬁ be expeched to happen merely hecause a certain period of ten days was
set aside for them. BSuch consultations could be undertake% only on the initiative
of individuai'Governments. He emphasized that consultations must be allowed to fake
place anywhefé at any fimé. He thought that too much importance was being attributed
to them at the preﬂent stage° the main polltlcal congultations would talre place
towards the end of the Conference, for Governments tended to zeserve their positions.
1mmtil the last minute. Tor the present the Working Groups should be left free to
get on with their work, and at the end of the session a report describing the
progress made to date should be forwarded to the Conference.

(e CEATRMAN said it was outside his competence to decide what should be
done in the other Sub~Committees, and co-ordination was a matter for the main
Committee to discuss. He agreed with the Turkish repre sentative that the Conference
in Santiago would be the appropriate forum for political consultations and decisions.
In the context of the present session, he had ornly wighed %o say that members must
consult together in order to ensure that the proposals which were eventually put

forward did not ghow apparent disagreement where there was no disagreement in

fack,
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Mr BOMAOV (Unlon of Soviet Socialigt Republlou} gsald his delegatlon had
advocated From the “tart that the work of Sub-Committee I and particularly Ol_ltu
Wbrklng‘Group should be carried out al a steady pace and without delays. He
therafore weluomea,the references made by previous sneakefu to the need to B
accelerate the wofk of the Working‘Group. The whole guestion now was by wnat means
the Sub-Commitbee could best achleve ite aims, 7 _

To answer that question if was necessary to review the present position. The
Wbrking‘Groun had completed, on first reading, its consideration of the functions
of the assembly of the proposed international sva-bed Authority and had begun to
elaborate articles relating to the council of the Authority. Vhat did the term
"first reading™ imply? It meant, firegt, that amendments to texts prepared by the
Chaiyman of the Wb'&lng'Gfoup were submitted at meetings of the Working Group and
subsequently considered by an informal draftlng'group. Secondly, it meant that a
second reading had %o be given, the purpose of which was, where possible, to
elaborate égreed articles, and where égreement was not possible, to prepars
alte:naﬁive texts. The whole process was both laborious énd ﬁime~consuming.
0ve%_fif@y meetings had been needed to complete the first and second readings of the
articles relating ﬁo the régime. At the present session there had go far beeﬁ
abouﬁ:fifﬁeéﬁ méetingé of the Working Group and a few meetings of the informal
drafting group. The former was now working so intensively that ﬁher@ was no time
for meetings of the_latter and very 1ittle time for consultations. He suggested

that .in future the Working Group should meet only once a day and the drafting

group three tlmeo a week, and that consultations shouldAbe held at any time in
parallel with thosze meetings,

To establish a time-limit by which the Working Group must conclude iis
congideration of the draft treaty articles was unrealistic. Many very important
provisions remeined to be considered, including the composition and Tules of
procedure of the proposed council, the boundaries cf the international area,
definitions of terms, and the rules relating to the exploitation of resources,

The Working Group could therefors hardly be expected to complete its

congideration of all those gues tlonq and its uecond reading of ihe articles on the
functions of the assembly and the council by 31 July, even if thai dale were regarded
as flexible. To set such a time-limit would not contribute to the success of the
Worlking Group, but would merely have the abgurd effect of preventing it from meefing

officially after that date.
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it had been suggested fthat from 1 to 10 August intensive consultations should be
held, He did not sec why, at the same time, meetingse of the Working Group ghould
be discontinued. The Working Group itsclf was a forum for consultations and had
fully justified its existence as such during the past threc sessions. Hig delegation
rejected the very idea thaf there could be zny doubt of the gkill sghown by its
Chairwan in guiding those consultations. The Chairman of the Sub-Committee had
appesaraed to darm him with faint pfaise by implying that he might continue to play a
ugeful rcle. ' | o '

The draft treaty prebared by the éommittce was oxpectéd'to“be both breadly-based
and agreed upon by all delegations ag far as posgible. He:did not sce how ton days
of consultations among simall groups of countrieé‘could lead to the formulation of
an agreed draft; it was mofe likely that a mass of different and incompatible drafts
would result, which would be a step back rather than a step forward in the preparation
of the gea-bed treaty. In the Working Group, by conirast, the differcnt formulations
of the same articles which had been sﬁbmitted to it in the form of proposals were
gradually Eeing feduoed in rmumber. His declogation could not regard consulbations
as o subgiitute for the businesslike activitics of the Working Group. In any case
it was not clear who was to participatc.in the consultations, or to what purpose,
or how their results would‘be made known and rcflected in the report. A11 members
ropresented sovercign Sta%es and had to reporit ito their Govermments, and it was “
within the framework of the Working Group that normal exchanges between delegations
and betwggnwﬁgpm gﬁg_their Governments could most effectively take place.

- There did not seemftg be a consensus in the Sub-Committee with regard tc the
datés suggested by the Cﬁairman. His delegation could accept 17 August asg the time-
limit for the completion of Sub-Committec I's work, but thought thet there was no
point in setting so-called "flexible! inuerﬁediate dates. There wag also no need
to propese chahges in the procedures of the Working Group. It was a representative
body fully empowered to amend its own rules of procedure if it thought fit.

In conelusion, he haped that no dramatic decisions would be teken at fthe present
meeting, and thét members would simply recognize the need fo accelerate the work of
the Sub-Committee and determinerto carry it out as offectively aa possible. There
was no substitute for shezer hard work, and hc would not wish o see any new cbastacles

rlaced in the Sub-Committec's way.
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The CHATRMAN welcomed the favourable comments which had been made on the
Chairman of the Working Group, of whose intogrity and ebility he was fully awarc.
so far from attempting to bring the work of the Working Group 4o a stop, he wished
to enable 1t to advance more rapidly. The suggestion by the Soviet Unicn of holding
one Working Group meeting per day, leaving the rest of the time frec for informal
congultations, was fully within the discrction of the Chairman of the Working Group.
He gaid that the fear that a few members of the SuowCommltteu might meetb nrlvaucly

and roach decisions not known to the Sub-Committee as a whole was groundless. The
Working Group was in fact already the forum, before which suggeetions received from'
small groups, whether geographical or not, were congiderad énd digcussed. Hig own
ardent wish was to move the process forward. Since the first recading in the Working
Group had not. yet been completed, he wag suggesting a proccdure whereby the Working
Group could bypéss the discugsion of issues which were likely in any case to be
rejected;  ,

¢ believed that the representative of the Soviet Union was in agresment with the
spirit of his proposal, which he sincerely hoped the Sub-lommititec would accept in
principle, thus permitting discussions tb proceed on an individual level.

Mr, VINDENES (Norway) said +that the overriding concérQ of the Sub-Committee

in the second half of its work was to preparc a coneise end cohercnt repofﬁ to the
General Asgembly and to the Conference on the siate of the work. The Conference
could only act effectively if it roceived information on the progress made and the
alternative posgitions held. Sufficient time must therefore be loft for prepafation
of the report, even if that meant curtailing the work of the beking'Gf6hp on gpecific
texts,. Congilderation of those texfé could always bc continued durﬂﬂg the Conference
itaself. He therefore gupported the proposal by thoe Chairman to llow aufficiont tlmo
for preparation of the report and\fér informal discussions between ruprehentat1VL5.
My, SUGIHARA (Japag) gaid that, although aware of the urgency of the
situation, he could not fully support the propeosal for suspending the work of thc
Working Group to permit informal consultatlons to take place. The Sub~Commlttue
should congider first of all the achi@veménts of the Working Group gso fer.  The first
and second readings werce almost comploted and the Group was now concerned with the
crucial .agpects of drafting articles and devising the machinory of the Confercnce
Although 1% was truc that the ftext still contained footnotes and sguare brackats,

digcussions in the Wbrklﬁg Group had materially helped delegates towards mutual
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undawﬂtdnding and the modifiéation aﬁd adjuﬂtméﬁf of their attitudes. He was nob
fully conv1nced of thc value of informal conwultatlonﬂ at that utago. The gucce
of the Law of the See Confercnce involved tie vlmultancous solution of problcms in all
Sub—CommltteLu and it was poss¢bln that the other Suo—Commlttc had not yot Teached
a sufflclontly advanced utage.

He wonld he prepared to support the proposel by the Chairman for lnformdﬂ
cone ultatlong, which were not, of coursc, 1ncompatlble with contlnuatlon of the wnrk
of the Wbrklng-Group, provided that Jufflolent flcx1b111ty were allowed in “the

1mplcmentatlon of the proposal.
The CHAIRMAN wished to makc lt cluax that Lnformal conaultatlonu were in '

fact alrea@y taklng place. The on1J polnt at issue was the type of subject to be
covered.bf Such congultatlons could not, éf COUTrsC, golve polltlcal proolemu, but they
performed a valuable function by refleotlng sreas of agrecment and dlvagreemont.‘“

Mr, OLSZOWKA (Poland) Qald that the Working Group had made Jubstantlal
progress and could produce res sulte if allowed to continue with ‘its worl, Informal
political ooncuitatlong, although hclpzul, could not replace the Working Group, nox

should they be allowcd to retard its work. Rusolutlon 2750 (XXV) of tha
General Assembly had given the Sub—Commlﬁtoe 1ntcr alia the task of fe:mulatlng draft
articles on subaects within the SubaComnlttee torms of reforence. It was very
improbable that such draft artlc?eﬂ could cRergc from 1nformal congultatlonu. '

He remlnded mcmberu of the Qubwﬂomnlttoo of 3he length of +1ne rcqulrbd to obtain
agrecment on issues and subjects in bllaﬁeral and mult%lateral negotlat;qns. It
would be opitimistic aﬁa wnrealigtic to expocet fo obtain agrecnent withianch days by
meang of :infermal consultations.. He therefore bellovcd that the beﬂzng Group -
should be allowed to contiguo_iﬁs work on the cxigting basig, not up to & ﬁlmo—;;mit
of 31 July but until it had.fulfilled its appointod tagk. o ' -

The CHAIRMANW sald that since the Wbrklng Group was itse 1f an lnfOfmal group,

his proposal only invelved mov1ng on to a new phasc in the form of informal
congultations. He reminded members of the Sub-Committce that only 18 days remained

for completion of their worl.
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Mr. PARDO (Mal ta) gzld that informal consultations could perfectly well

take place within the Working Group. A prereguisite of the success of such

congultations, whether inside or oulside The Working Group, was the clavification

of certain basic ¢9¢ues, guch ag the purpoges and functions of the Conference and

the voting procedures to e aﬂoptea. Until such clarification had been attained

informal consultations could not lead %o useful results. He therefore suggested

a meeting cf the full Sub-Committee between 10 and 15 August to discuss those issues.
Mr. ZEGERS {Chile) said that his Goverrmen® hoped to see the Cohferenoe

open on the date fixed by the General Aszembly. That meant that negotiations would

have to stert immediately, in order to produce the greatest possible number of agreed

texts and the fewest options. He therefore supported the proposal By ﬁhe'Chairman.

' Mr. de FOSSI (Italy) had some reservations about transferring the main
emphasis of the work from its natural forum, the Working Group, to some 1nforma1
entity, which might in time even become enlarged fc form = second Working Group.

He suggested that a saving of +time could well be obtained by‘curtailihglﬁﬁe length
of statements,
Mr, KQCPKUREMCO {Ukrainian Soviet Sccialist Republic) said that the

Sub~Cormittes was concerned with two separate aspecfs,'*He basic aim and the method
of achieving it. He was disbturbed lest they lose sight of the basic aim during
discuszicn of the method. That aim wss fo cobiain a multilate:al and universal
treaty and they should not therefore digress into consideration of regional or.group
iﬂterests. The foundation for that freaty, as many delegates had gaid, was a

thorough 1 nowledge cf the uuLJeou-mctter and the dpv151ng of suitable machlnery

for dlscubSlon during the conference.
He felt that the thres-gstage proposal by the Chairman was open to objection on

several grounds, notably the allocation of a complete week for preparation of the
report. The main emphasis in. the report of Sub-Committee I would in any case be
placed on reflecting the work of the Working Gfoup and it would therefore-be guite
wrong to discontinue digcussions in Lae'worﬁlng Group just at the time when il was
urgeﬁUTJ rpqu¢red 0 produce regults.

He did not agree with the criticism of squarefbrackets and footnotes, which in
fact represented the views of several sovereigm States. Sincere disagreements could
net be eliminated merely by wishing them sway and fthers was no reason to suppoge that

they could be mors easily solved by informal consultations.
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In the light of the above divergence of opinion within the Sub-Commitiee,

he considered that it would be prematurse to itake an immediate decision on the

proposal.
The CHATEMAN said that an earlier proposal by the representative of Greece,

regarding the recording of the Chairman's sgtatement in extenso, was before the
Sub-Comritiee,

¥Mr. LEVY {Secretary, Sub~Committee I) said that the recording of the
Chairman's statement in extenzo inveived financial implications, of which the
Sub-Committee was reguired %o take noie.

Mr. ROMANOV (Soviet Union) asked whether actual figures could be given
for the cost.

Mr. IEVY (Secretary of Sub-Comnittee I} said that the most recent
quotation had been USHIC per page and the statement would amount to about 7-8 pages.

T+ was decided thal the Chairman's statement should be recorded in extenso.

The OEATRMAN, thanking the members of the Sub-Commitiee for their

enthusiastic woxrk, said that he was glad to see that all delegations were aware
of the urgency of the situation and were prepared to allow the Chairman of the
Worling Group the necessary freedom in order to speed up the work of the Group.

A"

The meeting rese at 6.05 p.n.
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