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ORGT£~-iZATiOLr OF I~OP~..~ l " l 

. .  

The CH_&l~H$[sai, d that, "Zo!lowing representations made to him, he ha~_ 

decided to call the meeting in order to provi -~ . _ o.e an opportunity for delegations to 

make obsez~vS.tions on the re-ports_ requested_ .~ . by the Sub -'~Uommi_ttee during. ~ 4-~he Spring 

session~ i-r th.~y so wished ~'~-- - . ~ e  - ~ i m i n g '  h a d  ~ " ~. ~ e e n  due entirely to the ~robl~m 

created by the unavoidable s.bsence o2 the Chairms•~_-z of the Wori<i:q@ Group~ _Dr. Pinto~ 

from Geneva. Several delegates hao requested a o-'~athin@~space to enable consultauions 
.. 

to take place, 

• .^ ~t. However~ _~t had also been the z:~ention of the Cna±r~ - to hold a meeting' not 

_ . ~ ~" of %h l,/o:d~_in~.." Group,, but only to listen to the i~eriodio retnorts of the u h , ~ z z ' m ~  e _ 

also to take stock of the Sub-Committee's wod{ s~nd to evaluate the problems ahead. 

That matter was of Such imporl;s.nce -that i% deserved the ±~zllest attention if 

success was to be achieved. 

He stressed the Sub-Committee's wesf<ness in bargaining ~.rith time. The illusion 

of movement was one of the greatest threats to %he Sub-Committee. The Sub-Committee 

had set up its working procedures before any other Sub-Committee had done.~ it had 

established its institutions before slay other ~ it had produced working.papers 
k_. 

responding to the need for identifying in clear terms the various proposals before 

any other Sub-Committee had done ° _it had gotten do~,a~ to the ~as-~" ~ of' ex~.mining' 
• . 

those proposals before amy of the others had done. Those facts were }mo~,at.~ but 

one fact to remember was ~ha~ the Sub-Committee was no~,.r in running competition 

with the .... o_ther__Sub-Cor.m]ittees, it was, jointly ~..-.rith them~ running a race ag~_inst 

time a~d texts that would be productive of progress at the proposed Conference of 

Plenipotentiaries on the Law of the Sea in Ss;atiago~ Chile~ in 1974o 

One task had b.~en assi~ued to ~uo-Committee !~ a contribution that it had 

to ms~ke in a specified field. Other Sub-Committees had theirs, The Sub-Com_~it'~.ee 
• . 

should not be complacent u~til its ~,~ork was successfully cOmple"~ed. 
• . 

The Sub-Committee recognized the need sDeedily to .~ro~uc_ a doc~mment on each 

of the two items before it.~ reflecting' the present thin1.:ing in =:,;he Sub-Committee. 

• "~ b _ ~  UOI,q_'~l b I,..rS, S ~ J'~ U n a _ o u b t e d l v ~  ~ h ~  m e m b e r s h i i ~  o f  ~ '  ~ " " ' - t e e  - r ~ i i v  r e ~ l e c t L v e  o f  ~ne  c h a r a c t e r  
" 1 

o f  c o n t e m p o r s , r y  _ n ~ e r n a t m o n a z i  - ~  " ~ s o c i e t y °  T h e  S u b - C o m m i b t e e  ],~ust_. assemb !e~ ._  w i t h  r e g a r d  

to both the :international -,o.<~"i~.e .~aa.,_.~_ th '~.~ international machine~_ .~ areas __4n_ which 

there was no disagreement in substance or form- it also Inad to assemble areas of 
.. 

. . . . . . . . .  ~ .... Ii . finally ' agreement in substa~ce eveu if tlne fo~.~-,~. ] • lrs. s soi a matter of controversy~ 

i% had-to assemble areas of disag~reement, 
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• 

The Sub-Committee - had to grad-uate from the mere assembly of various texts in 

_-., " ' c l u c e o _ - w o r h i n g "  papers a comparative tsble That type of effort had already pro - 7 . 

The t~rpe of document that - w6u!d be helpful for. the Conferencewould not need 

identification of the.holders of particular vie~;~s. It was the problem on each 

issue that was .huportant, not the ns~ne of the proponent~ " 

It was therefore essential to speed up the outstanding work, whichhad been 

divided into "first and second readies". Time did not permit the Sub-Committee- 

to stick to the procedures they provohed. The Sub-Co~,~ittee must now proceed to 

attempt.a comprehensive statement on the current trends in the Sea-Bed Committee 

on the two items before it. " That l~ad not been done. In the process it should 

endeavour to remove all brackets and all dissenting opinions that masqueraded as 

footnotes. Brackets should only identify alternative statements where substance 
., 

was not at issue. 

Perhaps the most pressing aspect-.of the Sub-Committee's task related to areas 

of disagreement, on substance. Intensive informal consultations and negotiations " 

should aim at narrowing the divergencies. ~wo altel-~atives reflecting existing 

trends would be ideal. ~'~ere morethan two trends were irreconcilable or " .... 
.. 

fundamentally at variance there ~,rou].d be value in their individual statement.. 

if %he alternatives clearly demonstrated the type ofpol~itical deo~{sion that must 

be made by the Conference . . . . . .  

• No delega%ion.expected a consensus text reflecting" full agreement<by all 

communities of interest within the Committee. The nature of the debate :SO far, 

after five years of .effor%~ did no% give.f/round for such opt_~Jnism. Yet, it must 

be said that the Committee's mandate did not necessarily imply that one was • 

required. Its endeavours ~,~rou!d undoubtedly aid the international society in .. . 

identifying the Spectrum Of opinion within it.-A, general debate at the present 

stage was of litt!e value in compa~.iSon W~th .the need for final negotiations " 

leading to the politi.c_a!., decisions that could produce, an international convention. " 

The areas demanding the Sub-Committee's fullest concen%ra%ionreiated in the ~ " 

first place to tl~e basic question of-.the powers and. functions of the Authority~ ' 

including those of the organs to be established under it. That issue-had tended 

to produce t~¢o cOmmUnities of ' ~ ~ - " l~-tica! lines. ±n~erest on pc _. Tt%e developed world o - n  

the one hand had called fOr realism based on what they considered to be the political ": 

and economic realities" Of the present and ps, st ~ The developinginations~ had &lso 

called for realism on what they considered to be the failures of the past~ as ' 

well as the politicai and economic realities of the present and future, 



It would be difficult to solve all the broad underlying problems posed by 

those two groups at the present stage° HOwever~ an attempt %o solve some of them 

should be made before statin~j the aiternative~. Both sides had %o g~1,~ something 

~-~ • d ountries had more they must make the greater but perhaps because the d..,~=lope c 

sacrifice. It lay to a large ezten% with them to dictate the course of contemporary 

histo~g. They had the material and huJnan resources to ensure the strengthening 
• _L _ " 

of intez~national peace and security~ ohrough realistic co-operation amor~T States 

in the economic and technological fields. The ezperience of the United ~,Tations 

- ~h~ confidence and patience into even the was not a happy one it could no% brea' -~ 

most "moderate" of the developing countries. There was no need to leave to future 

historians for instance the .~_dsl~' .... ~ ..... =m~+ on the use of the "veto" in the Security 

Council. The disenchantment of the you:~g weak nations with that institution was 

] ± directly ref_eo~ed in their attitude towards the issue of the powers and functions 

of the proposed "Council" for the International Authority. 

If the Sub-Committee could, not find common ground now~ at least it should 

J- ] ~ " clearly state %he t, wo maim orenc.s on the range of subjects He had used the term 

"main" because he recognized the existence of some middle-of-the-road ideas. The 

Sub-Committee should investigate ~he agreed aspects and not allow them to be drowned 

in an uproar of disagreement° 
L. 

The second question related to the broad one of "who should exploit the area". 

There~ too~ there were some variations • in perspective in spite of the Declaration 

of Principles. What appeared to .be necessary was a free and fra:dc exchange of views~ 

outside %he glare of publicity. The area of fund:amentai disagreementwas 

comparatively smaller° The ~u,o-oon~m±t%-ee must turn its concentrated attention-on ............... 

%ha9 area because it was possible to narrow substantially the scope of the 

existing divergency. • 

1% was essential for the Sub-Cormmi~tee to conclude all {ts work~ including 

~h~ adoption of draft articles or a report~ after considering the results of the 

..,~ ewnere~ no later than 17 &ug~ist~ informal consultations in the ~r,-rlcing Group and els -~ 

• ~ Main Co.~mitt~e. It so that ~he remainder' of the session could be left free for ~_~.~ 

must be mindful of the warnin~ ~-':-'-~u by de~stions ~ + _. gm ~ some 0~a ~ they would no t 

• . .  .L 

adopt any texts on which they had not been consu.l,~ed, There were aiso~ within 
• 

e _:am o renal suggestions %he Working Group procedures~ she ts in blue i~< containing ~-~ 

which~ if %hey were to be usefu!~ must Undergo certain procedures in the proper 

forum before being considered adopted~ All of -those procedures must be completed 

as part of the Sub-Committee's %ask before that final date. 
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Consequently~ he wished to make the following proposals for consideration by 

the Sub-Committee: 

I. That the Sub-C ~mmittee should divide ~ i~s remaining time-~ato three periods - 

(a) the period between now and 31 July; 

(b) the period between ! and !0 Aug~st~ 

and " 
. . . .. 

(c) the period between I0 and 17 August. 

He proposed that the first i?eriod be allocated to the )forking ~roulo t0 conclude 

the c u r r e n t  method of work. I t  should spend the time a t t empt ing  to c o n c r e t i z e  
,- . .  

e~isting divergencies in the form of draft te~ts~ including the adoption of all ~,zri%ten 

informal proposals and suggestions which would aid the identification of such 

divergencies.' The Chairman of the Working Group would make a comprehensive statement 

including the introduction of agreed te~ts, etc. 

The second period would be used for intensive consultations. The aim during that 

period would be to ensure that e~isting divergencies had been narrowed down to an 

absolute minimum. The negotiations and consultations would also be informal and no 

doubt Dr. Pinto would continue :bo play a very important if not a central rSle. The ~ 

Officers of the Sub-Committee would participate actively %t that stage 
: 

What happened in the first two periods, especially in the second, would dictate 

the course of action in the third. The third and final week would have to be kept free 

for one or both of two actions: (a) to prepare a report to the I~lain Committee; 

or, (b) to finalize the procedures for adopting any emerging consensus te~ts reflecting 
• . -. 

............. the Various trends on all vital issues. . . . . . . . . . .  

The Officers Of the Sub-Committee were still consulting On the question of a 
• . . .  

report'- its nature, its form and the like. The Sub-Committee's Rapporteur was also 
• . .. 

in touch with the other Rs~pporteurs. Those consultations would be held at a differen~ 

level, so as not to obstruct the efforts directed at questions of substance. 

Although he was p ropos ing  c e r t a i n  t i m e - l i m i t s  i-t .must be unders tood  t h a t  approval  
. .  , 

did not bind the Chair to applying them with crippling" rigidity. The attainment of 

success was the primary motivation for his proposals. The Chair would undoubtedly ~ 
: . .  

adjust the periods if doing so would promote gTeater chances of success. 
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He wished, however to draw a tJ~ention, to the time factor, and to the magnitude of 
• . . . . . . .  • . • . . . . . . .  • . . . . .  . . . .  

%he t a s k s  b e f o r e  %he S u b - C o m m i t t e e .  lie s t r o n g l y  a p p e a l e d  to  a l l  d e l e g a t i o n s  %o b r i n g  
• . . : - ,  £ . ' , ' .  i . . .  . . . . .  . ~ .  

out %heir maximum of co-opera%ion in idle weeks ahead. No geneFai debates or lengthy 

• . _ ] ~. reiteration of already declared or wel!-lcaown -0ositioms would be heipzul. 
• .: . 

The Sub-Committee must mot lose its perspective of the -bask before it. It,.couid 
m 

• L .. 

not afford to fail in the statement of-Ishe resu!%s of its deliberations over the past 

six years The positions were well-known and concrete proposals l_aa been put forwa.rd., 

I t  s h o u l d  a s s e m b l e  t h e  i d e a s  now i n  t h e i r  c ' ~ r e n t  f o r m .  r.Phe C o n f e r e n c e  was s c h e d u l e d  
• . . 

. . .  . .  . 
• . . :  . . . .  • : . . . .  

in Santiago for ne~t year-only months away. I t  was completely outside the Sub' 
D 

i . -... . • . . 

Committee's competence directly or indirectly %o gues%ion the timing of that Conference. 
• . . 

He was s u r e . h e  c o u l d  c o u n t  on a l l  d e l e g a t i o n s  %o g i v e  c o - o p e r a l ; i o n  a t  i t s  
• . . . . . . . . . .  . .  . 

m~imum and best. Life a% a session of the Sea-Bed Committee took its rhythm from %he 
. } . : .  

• . . - . . . • . 
• . :  } . . . .  - . . . . 

ups and downs of the day to day attitudes and positions of delegates. He wished %0 
. . . . .  

• . , 

• 
• 

appeal most. urgently to mer~fbers of the S~,b-Committee 9o keep %heir common perspectives, 
. . .~ .. . • . . 

%o avoid mmecessary procedural debates and to get om with the job. 
. . .  

• . . 

• . .. .. .:.. 

The Sub-Committee would assess the prog~ess of its work virtually on a daily basis~ 
• . . 

• .. . • . . .. 

bearing in mi. nd the need for pra~ati sm and flexibility. 
• . . . . . .  

: ~ . . 

Hr. NJENGA (KenYa)~ spesJ~ing also on behalf of %he Group of. 77~ endorsed 
• . . , .'. 

. . . . .  . 

what had. been said. by the Chairmsm~ arid said %hat ~he Group of 77, which already had 
• 

• ... • 

a considerable investment of time m~d money in sea-bed matters was strongly committed 
. . . ~  . . , .  . . , .  

• . : •  
• . . , 

%o the convening of the Conference on the Law of the Sea at Santiago on %he s ohed~led£ 
" . ~i. < " . " 

date. He stressed the fact that although the Sub--Comical tree's Working Group had 
• " • . k "  . . .  " " ' " . ' ' "  . : " : _  " 

produced ...... some useful work~ more cor~plete docuraen%@.tip_ni_wp_uld be needed for the Santiago 
. . . . .  

Conference, so %hat the plenipotentiaries could make political decisions, He agreed 
• .. . . . . .  ; . . .. ... . ~ -  .- 

with the Chairman %hat %here was u.~ortuna%eiy no possibility of achieving a consensus 
. . . . .  . . . . 

• " . .  - ~ i - . , , . .  • . . . . . .  : .  . .  

~e~%.. 1% should, however~ be possible %o narrow present differences. 
• . . • . : . . . 

• .. ., . ... . . -•. • . . .  . - • . .:'.,:.L,, - :  . .. . • .. • 

uha~ ~he ouo-Commit%ee should hold a number of formal I n  h i s  view~ i% was e s s e ~ r b i a i  -~ ~- 
- . . . . . . .  • . .  

nee.tings before concluding its work~ so ±:hat it could -.oroduce its report to the Main 
• . . ; 

Committee. The period IO-17. Aug~:cs% was %he most aopr0priate time for that.. In. 
• : : . ,  .. . 

• .. . . , - ,  . 
• , . .  

conclusion , he noted that the Chairman had ixr~roduced an e!emen% of flexibility in 
.. . . ~. . - . • . ... . . .  ~. . 

. . . . . .  : . . . .  

his proposais~ which was most ap-0ro.oria%e~ since the time-limits should~, in his. own 
:.- , .- .. . 

. . . . . .  

v i e w ,  be  r e g a r d e d  as  t a r g e t s .  
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l'[r. ZOTIADOS (Greece) expressed his delegation' s support for the Chairman's 

proposals and also endorsed what had. been said by the representative of Kenya. It 

was essential that the Sub-Comm.i.ttee should, now pass on from the preliminary Stages of 

negotiation to the more Substantive stages and to the narrowing ~ of differences of 

opinion. Having done that, it should prepare a text that could be used as a basis 

for-draft articles, , " 
• . ... 

He p_~oposed that., the Chairman ~ s-statement should be .reproduced in extenso in the 

summary record of the meeting. 

~Sir R0g, erJACKLIN_~G (United Kir~dom) said that .his delegation would support 

t h e C h a i r m a n  i n  a l l  h i s . m e a s u r e s  f o r  s p e e d i . r < ~  u p  t h e  work .  o f  t h e  S u b - C o m m i t t e e  a n d  

particularly welcomed his proposals with regard to the time I schedule. 

His delegation assumed, that the Working Group would continue to meet and %hat~ 

in view of the Chai.rman.rs reference %o flexibility~ the dates he had proposed were 

target dates,. . .. .. 
• . 

" He agreed with the representative of Kenya that the Working Group should continue 

to mee~ ~%ii.. the ~time..-came for the. Sub-Committee itself to rationalize its work. 
.. 

Infac%~ the .Working Group could continue to meet until I0 August, and there was no 

reasbi whynegotiations should not ~:¢arry on independently~at the same time. The 

representative of Kenya had rightly stressed the Chairman's wish to introduce an 
.. 

element of".flexibility~ ,because .i%. was essential that the Sub-Committee should now 
• . . . . 

• . . .  

concentrate On refining its ideas and:., narrowing its dif£erencegi ....... " 
. 

l'.~r. BOJILOV (Bulgaria). said, that the Chairman..'s proposal~ as he hadunderstood 
• . 

it, was essentiallj an attempt to fomulat,- a program~ne of we-~k for each of the next 

three Weeks. He approve~ that approach in principle, but his delegation nevertheless 
.. 

had misgivings about certain .aspects of .the statements just made both by the Chai1~man 

and by other delegations. " .." .- .. . . . . .  " 

' First~they had seemed .to imply that %.he work of theWorking Group prec!uded 
I D 

-. '. . .  

consultations. He:did not. think that was the case... The work of %he 1,,forking @roup 

provided material fox' consu!ta, tions~ and when they were to be held depelded on the 
• . . .,, 

political will of-members. " . ".:.. . . • 
% .- 

Secondly~ they had seemed, to. ascribe too much importance to the reports of 

Sub-Committee I a n d . t h e  other Sub-Colmuitteesl those reports were importsmt 0f course, 
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but they would be merely the outcome of the work. now in progress, He drew attention 

to operative p~ragraph 2 of General Assembly resolution 3029 (XX~/II)~ in.which the 

Committee ~,ras requested to hold. two further sessions in 1973 with a view to completing- 

its preparato~g work~ and to submit a report with reco~mendations to t.he General Assembly 

at its twenty-eighth session° The preparation of the report was thus clearly linked 

%o the completion of the ]?reps~ratory work° In operative paragraph 5 of the. same 

reso!ution~ the General Assembly had decided to review at its twenty-eighth session 

~ tee if necessary~ to tak.e the progress-of .the preparatory work. of the ~o~t s~d~ 

-L" i -. measures to facilitat~ compleb_on of the substantive work £o- the Conference and. a.:~y 

other action it might deem appropriate° The General Assemb1_yl~ad. there£ore evidently 

intended ~ ' ~ha~. -bhe C on~Attee should, devote most of its attention to completing the 

preparatory work., 

The report of Sub-Committee I would reflect the success or fai!ure of the work. 

carried out in" the few remaining weeks, If good results Were achieved~ he believed 

that it would not be difficuit to present them in the ~'orm ol ~ a report, In any case 

the preparation of the report w0uid not ~ impede the work. ±tseIf. He gc.knowledged the 

need for flexibility~ s~ud expressed support for the United Kingdomrepresentative's 

suggestion that the Working Group should, continue to meet, if necessary, until the 
'~. 

last possible day° In parallel with those meetings intensive consultations should 
• 

take place involving all delegations° 

The C!-~AT_~JLN said. that the form and. content of the report Would be considered 

later~ but the views expressed by the Bulgarian representative on the subject could - 

be borne in mind. At present ..... the--Sub-Comr, ittee was Considering how: .to-tackle-i-is-- 
. 

inLmediate problems, - .. 

The question h~d been raised whether the work of the Working Group precluded %h.e 

possibility of consuitations, In his view the two processes should be compl:ementary, i 

and. share the common goal of producing agreed texts reflecting trends of opinion 

within the intem~a.tional con~uunity, The Committee's aim must be tofinalize proposals 

for eventual submission to the Conferen6e~ s~ud he personally did not mind by what 

means that end was achieved, " 

Mr. TUI{CEL (Turkey) expressed his delegation's approval of the plan of. work. 

suggested by the.Chairmano He wished to put forward a few ideas which I might 
• . 

• •~ .~ 

con brloute %o the successful completion" of the S-~o-Corm~ittee:s work.. 
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First, the Chairman and other speakers had. made it clear that the proposed 

work programme was flexible and subject %o whatever alterabion m±-ght oproveo-necessary. 
[,.. 

His delegatf0n was prepared to adopt the plan provided ~iia% the dates prescribed in 

it were not rigidly adhered to. Secondly, the Chilean reoresentative had. mentioned 
• . . ... :.. -. 

at a previous meeting that his Government was preparing for the Conference on tlie 

understanding that it would be heid in May 1974, which was the date set by the 

Generazl Assembly. The Secretariat would also be doing its part. It was therefore 

up to the Committee and-the Sub-Committees to ensure that tlleir share of the 

preparatory work was completed, in time. He stressed that Sub-Conm~ittee I should not 

try to give priority to its o~J,m work, but should co-ordinate its efforts with those 
-" . ~. 

of the othe~Sub-Con~ittees and :Working Groups so that they could all finish at the 
• 

same time. - "  

T_h_trdiy, there was the guestion of consultations, which had in fao% been goin@ 

on ever since Sub-Committee I was set up. His delegation llad made it clear from 

the beginning that it regarded the Committee's work as political rather than legai~ 

for %he delegations taking part in it were first and foremost representatives of 

%heir Governments, Consultations among them were therefore political consultations, 
.. 

and could n0% be expected. %o happen merely because a certain period of ben days was 
h. 

set aside for %hem. Such 0onsultations oouid be undertaken only on the initiative 

of individual:Governments. He emphasized that consultations must be allowed to take 

place anywhere a% any time. He though% that %0o much importance was being attributed 

to %hem a% thee p resen@ s%age~ the main political consultations would %8ke place 

towards the end of the Conferenoe~ for Govez~nen%s %ended to reserve %heir positions 

]mtil bhe last minute. For the present the Working Groups should be left free to 

get on with %heir work~ and at %he end of the session a report describing %he 

pro~'ress made %o date should be fo~ard.ed to %he COnference. 

" ' T:he CHAIP~,,iiN said it was outside his competence %o decide whab should be 

done in %he other Sub-Commi%tees~ and co-ordination was a matter for the main 
• . . 

Commitbee to discuss, lie agreed with %he Turkish representative that the Conference 

in Santiago would be the appropriate forum for political consultations and. decisions. 

In the context of the present session, he had only wished to say that members must 

consult %ogether in order %o ensure that the proposals which were eventually put 

forward did not show apparent disag~eemen% where there was no disagreement in 

f a c t .  " 
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~ir. R0~,iiNOV (Union of Soviet  S o c i a l i s t  Republics)  sa id  his  de lega t ion  had 
. : . . 

. . . . . . . . . .  . • 

advocated from the start %hat the work of o J.b-Con%mittee T and particularly of its 

Working Group should be carried out at a steady pace and without delays. He 
, . " . . . -  .' , ,. ..'. - .... 

theref0re welcomed the reference s made by previous spes/~ers to the need to 

accelerate the work of the Working Group. The whole question now was by what means 

the Sub-Committee could best achieve its s/ms. 
• . 

To answer that question it was necessary to review the present position. The 

Working Group had oompleted~ on first reading~ its consideration of %he functions 

of the assembly of the proposed international sea-bed Authority sm_d had begun to 
. . . . .  

• , , 

elaborate articles rela~;img to the council of the Authority. !,~at did ~he ~erm 

"first reading': imply? It meant~ first~ %hat amen@~ents to te~ts prepared by the 

Chairman of the Working Group were submitted at meetings of the Working Group and 

subsequently considered by ea informal d.raf~ing group. Secondly, it meant that a 

second reading-had to be given~ the purpose of which was~ where possible~ to 

elaborate agreed artioles~ and where agreement was not possible, to prepare 

alternative te~ts. .The whole process was both laborious and time-consuming. 
.. . 
. 

Over fifty meetings had been needed to complete the first and second readi~gs of the 
../ 

articles relating to the r4gime. At the present session there~had so far been 
... • . 

.. 

abou.t fif~een meetings of the Working Group and a few meetings of the informal 
.. 

drafting group. The former was now working so intensively that there was no time 
• , . -.{ 

for meetings of the latter and. very little time for consultations° He suggested 
.. 

that-in, future %he Working Gr0u p should meet only once a ds4r and the drafting 
. . . . . . . . .  . _ . . . ~  . . . .  . . ~  . . . . . . . . .  . ~ . .  • . . .  

group three times a wee k~ and that consultations Should be held at s~y time in 

arallel with those meetings. 

To establish a time-limit by which the Working Group must conclude its 

consideration of the draft treaty articles was unrealistic. Many very important 

provisions remained. %o be oonsidered~ including the composition ea%d rules Of 
- .  

procedure of bhe proposed council, the boundaries of ~he international area~ • 

definitions of %erms~ and.-the rules relating 9o the exploitation of resources. 

The Working Group could therefore hardly be expected to complete its 

consideration of all those questions and its second reading of the articles on the 
... 

functions of the assembly and the c.otmcil by 51 July~ even if that date were regarded 
.. 

as fle~ible. To set such a G~me-lmmmt wouTd not contribute to the success of the 

Working Group~ but would, merely have %he absurd effect of preventing i% from meeting 

officially after that date. 
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It had been suggested that from I to i0 August intensive consultations should be 

held. He did not see ~#ny~ at the same time, meetings of the Working Group should 

be discontinued. The Working Group itself was a fortu~ for consultations e~d had 
• 

fully justified its existence as such during the past three sessions. His delegation 

rejected the very idea that there could be a~y doubt of the skill sho~n by its 

Chairman in guiding those consultations. The Chairman of the Sub-Con~nittee had 

appeared to damn him with faint praise by implying that he might continue %o pls~y a 

useful role. 
• . . .•. 

The draft treaty prepared by the Con~nittee was expected t0 be both broadly-based 
• .. 

and agreed upon by all delegations as far as possible. He did no~ see how ~en days 

of consultations among small groups of countries could lead to the formulation of 

an agreed draft9 it was more likely that a mass of different and incompatible drafts 

would result, which would be a step back rather th~,~ a step forward in the preparation 

of the sea-bed treaty: In the Working Group, by contrast, the different formulations 

of the same articles which had been subntitted to it in the form of proposals were 

g~radually being reduced in number. His delegation could not regard consultations 

as a substitute for the businesslike activities of the ~orking Group. In any case 

it was not clear who was to participate in the consultations, or to what purpose~ 

or how their results would b e  made l ~ o ~ , r n  and reflected in the report. All members " 
• .... 

represented sovereign States sm_d had to report to their Goverrmlents, and it ws.s ~ " 

within the framework of the Working Group that normal exchanges between delegations 

and between them ea%d their Governments could most effectively take place. 

There did not seem to be a consensus in the Sub-Con~nittee with regard to the 

dates suggested by the Chairman. His delegation Could accept 17 August as the time- 

~-I I C " limit for the completion of o,3.0- onm~Ittee I's work~ but thought that there was no 

point in setting so-cslled "flexible" "~ ~" in~erm~diate dates. There was also no need 

to propose changes in the procedures of the %4orking Group. It was a representative 

body fully empowered to auend its o~a% rules of procedure if it thought fit. 

In conclusion~ he hoped that no dramatic decisions would be taken at the present 

meeting~ and that members would simply recognize the need to ~0oeiera~e the work-of 

the Sub-Oon~nittee and determine to carry it out as effectively as possible. There 

was no substitute for sheer hard work~ e~d he would, not wish t6 • see ~%y new obstacles 

placed in the Sub-Cor.~littee~s way. 
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The CHAIP~iA~ welcomed the eavourabie con~nents which ~ l nac~ been made on the 

Chai~!an of the Working Croup~ of whose integm~ity and ability he was fully aware° 

So far from at%erupting to bring the work of the Working Group %o a stop~ he wished 

.I , L ]  %o enable it to aavamce more rapidly. The suggestion by ~nc Soviet Union of holding 

one Working Group meeting per day~ 7 eaving the rest of the "~ .- ,_ ~±.ne free for informal 
• . 

J - ~  - 4 o 7 ~  oonsultations~ was fully within ~nu d_.oc_etion of the Chairman of the Working Group. 

He said that the fear that a few members of the Sub-Com~nitteo mida% meet privately 

and reach decisions not kno~n to the Sub-Co~.ittee as a whole was g~_~oundless. The 

.. l q "  • Working Group was in fact already %he formn~ before w~_mch suggestions reoemved from 

small groups~ whether geographical or no~ were considered and discussed, His o~m 

arden% wish was %o move %he process forward, Since %he first reading in She Working 
... 

Group l~ad not~yet been comp!eted~ he was suggesting a procedure whereby the Working 

Group could bypass %he discussion of issues which were likely in any case %o be 
.. 

rejected, • . . 
• 

. . 

He believed %ha% the representative of the Soviet Union was in agreement ~_%h %he 

spirit of his proposal~ which he sincerely hoped %he Sub-CoLmmittee would accept in 

principle~ thus permitting discussions to proceed on an individual level. 

?fr, ..... VIN~..~S (Norway) said %hat the overriding concer~ of She Sub-Committee 
• . 

in the second half of its work was to prepare a concise and coherent report %o %he 

General Aso~mb_y and to %he Conference on %he state of the work The Co1~£erence 

could only act effectively if i% received infozm~a%ion on the progress made and %he 
. .  

alternative positions held. Sufficient %~me must therefore be lef~ for preparation 

of %he report~ even if %ha% mean% cur~ailing the work of the Working Gr0-up on spec±fic 
. .  

, . .  

%ex%s. Consideration of %hose texts co~Id always be continued during %he Conference 
.. 

itself. He therefore supported the proposal by the Chairman to s&low sufficient time 
• , . . . ' , .  : " 

for preparation of the report and for informal discussions between representatives. 
• . 

# k ' ,  SUGIHA~A (Japsa~) said that, although aware of the t~rgency of %he 

situation~ he could not fully Support the proposal for suspending the work of the 

Working Group to permit izmformal consultations to tske place° The Sub-Cozmnittee 

should consider first of all the achievements of the Working Group so far. The first 
.. 

~td Second readings were almost completed and the Group was now concerned with %he 

• . . . . 3 ] q  ~ ,  ~ r  • crucial aspects of drafting ar%ic!es s~nd devising the macni_.urj of the Conference 

~nt~mn~d footnotes and square bracket %h-" ~ +. still ,~- o ' ~  ~-, s Although it was true that ~.~ ~ex .~ c 

discussions in the Working Group had materially helped delegates towards mutual 
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understsunding and the modification and adjustment of their attitudes. He ~ Was not 

fully convinced of the value of informal consultations at that Stage. The success 
m 

• • . . 

of the Law of . . . . . .  the ~c:'-~'~ Conference involved-~;i~e simultaneous solution of problems in all 

Stfo-Committe:es and it was possible that the other Sub-Committees had not yet reached 
.. - 

a sufficiently advm~ced stage. 
.. . .. 

He would be prepared to support the proposal by the ~aairmeaa for infernal 
• . 

consultations, which were not~ of course, incompatible with ~" ' continuation of the work 
• . 

of the Working.Gr0up, provided ~ha.t s~ffioien% flexibility were allowed in .... %}~e 
. . . .  . . 

implementation of the proposal. 
• " i" .• . " 

The CHAIRMAN wished to ms/-ce i~ clear-that informal consultations were in 
. . . ..~ . : . .. . .. 

fact already tsking place. The only point at :issue was the type of subject to ~ be 
.. 

• . .. • ~. 

covered. Such consultations could not~ of course, solve poli~ichlpr0blems, but they 
; 2 "  .......... .. • . . 

performed a valuable function by reflecting areas of agreement and disagreement. 
• • .. 

Mr. _oLszo~ (Pol~)d)said that the Working Group had made s~bstantial 
, . 

progress and could produce results if allowed to continue with its work. Informal 
., 

political consultations, although helpful, could not replace the Working Group~ nor 

should they~be allowed to retard its~work . Resolution 2750 (XXV)~fth~ ' 
- ... ., 

General Asserably had given the Sub-Conm~ittee inter alia the task of formulating draft 
-> . . . . .  . 

b " 

articles on subjects within the Sub-Conmlibtee's terms of reference. It was very 
• . ., : "  -.. , • 

• . t  

improbable that such draft articles could emerge from informal consultations. 
......... .. •. " ..... "~ . -:. --, ,-~'. 

He reminded merabers of the Sub-0ommittee of the length of time required to obtain 
,. 

agreement on :issues and subjects in bilateral ancl multilateral negotiations. It 

would be optimistic and umrealistiD to__expeot %o obtain agreement within ton days by 

means of.inf0rmal consultations.. He therefore believed that the Working Group 
• . . . • 

should be allowed to oonti.nuo its work on the existing" basis, not up to a rime'limit 
J @ ~ 

..-. .~ • . 

of 31 July but until i% had .fulfilled its appointed task. 

The OHAIRMAIg said that since the Working Group was itself an informal group, 

his proposal only involved moving On ~o a new phase in the form of informal 

consultations He reminded memoers of tl;le Sub-Committee that only 18 days remained 

for completion of their work. 

• . .. ..:: . . . .  .. , 
.. . , 
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Mr. P3~RDO (~,~aita) i ~ t1~,a" informal consul- ~' sa_o_ _~ ~ ~a~mons could perfectly well 

take place within the Working Group° A prerequisite of %he success of such 

consul ~ ~" whefher inside or outside ~i~ ~a ~mons ~ ~.,.. ~'J-o ~1.-~..~,~ O-~nu~o ws.s the clarific ~-" a ulo~_ 

o f  c e r t a i n  b a s i c  issues,~ such  as the  p u r p o s e s  and :Sunc t i ons  o f  the  C o n f e r e n c e  and  
. .  

• . 

~he voting procedures to be adopted. Until such clarification had. been attained 

informal consultations could no~ lead to useful results. He therefore s~J@gested 

a meeting of the full Sub-Con~mittee between I0 and I~ August ~o discuss those issues. 

Mr. ZEGERS (Chile) said that his Government hoped to see the Conference 

open on +~he date fixed by the General Assemb].y. Ths~t meant that negotiations -would 

have to start immediately~ in order to produce the greatest possible n~ambez ' of agreed 

texts and the fewest options. He ~herefore supported the proposal by ~he Chairman. 

Mr. de ROSS! (italy) had some reservations about tz'ansferring the main 

emphasis of the work from its natural forum~ the Worki~ Group~ to some informal 

entity~ which.might in t£me even become enlarged to form a second Working Group. 

He suggested +hat a saving of time could well be obtained by curtailing ~He length 

of statements ° 

Mr. KAC~U'~RE~-TKO ('C~craimian Sovie~ Socialist Republic) said that the 

Sub-Con~it~ee was concerned with bwo separate as-nects~ the basic aim and ti~e method 

of achieving i t~ He was dis~urbedlestthey lose sight of ~he ~basic aim during 

discussion of the me~hod ~ha~ a~m was to obtain a multzmat~ra_ and universal 

treaty and they should not therefore digress into consideration of regional or group 
• . . ., 

interests. The foundation for that treaty~ as many delegates had said~ was a 
, . 

~horough knowledge of the subject-..matter a~d the devising of ~ui~ab!e maChine~ 

for discussi0n during the conference° 

He felt tha, t the ~hree-s-~age proposal by the Chairman was open to objection on 

several grounds~ notably the allocation of a complete week for preparation of the 

report. The main emphasis in, the report of Sub-Committee I would in any case be 

placed on reflecting the wor!c of the Working Group and it would therefore- be quite 

wro~ to discontinue discussions in-~he Wo~img Group just a~ ~he time when it was 
• . . . .  ... 

urgently required to produce resu!ts° 

~W ~±C!S~ ~ O~ S He did not agree with the h~'-: " ~ ~ quare ''~ brackets and footno~es~ which in 
.. 

fac + re,presented the views of seve~ai sovereign States. Sincere disagreements could 

not be eliminated merely by wishing them away and :there was no reason to suppose that 

they could be more easily solved b?f informal consuita-~ions° 
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In the light of the above divergence of opinion within the Sub-Commit+ee~ 

he considered that it would be premature to take an immediate decision on the 

proposal. 

The CHA!~L~ said that an earlier proposal by the representative of Creece~ 

regarding the recording of the Chairman's statement in extenso~ was before the 

Sub-Committee. 

Mr. T-~_VY (Secretary~ Sub-Committee I) said that the recording of the 

Chairman's statement in e~4ten_sP involved financial implications~ of which the 

Sub-Committee was required to take note. 

Mr_ ROMANOV (Soviet Union) asked whether actual figures could be given 

for the cost. 

Mr. LEVY (Secretary of Sub-Committee I) said that the most recent 

quotation had been US~90 per page and the statement would amount to about 7-8 pages. 

It was decided that the Chairman's statement should be recorded in extenso. 
. . . .  _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  = ~ . . . .  - ~ _ = ~ _  ~ ~ _ ~  ..... ~- ~_ - -  ~ - - - ~ _ ~  ~ =~ - -_ _ |~ ___ = - = ~ _  . ,, ~ =~ ~ - _ ~ _  ~ _ u ~ . ~  . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  ~ . ~ _  __.-.. 

~.,.The_C~P~.'LgN, thanking the members of the Sub-Committee for their 

enthusiastic work, said that he was glad to see that all delegations were aware 

of the urgency of the situation and were prepared to allow the Chairman of the 

Working Group the necessary freedom in order to speed up the work of the Group. 

~rhemeeting rose at 6.05 p,m o 
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