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ORGANTZATTON QOF WORK _ _ ‘
TH@MCHAIRMAN nointed ouL ﬂau the Ibrk1nb Group had only six working dajs o

complete its fask and to draft the fepOTT‘MulQh;lb would submit %o Sub-Committee T.

The Sub-Commitiee woulﬁjthen'have to adopt the feport and submit it to the

Plenary Committée;. He therefore expressed. the hope that all members of the

Sub-Committee would attend the final stage of the Working CGroup's deliberations, that

of congidering and adopting the reporl, and seek to reach agreement so that the

Sub~Committee would mergly'have to give the repori formal'approval;- With regard to
meetings of the Sub—Comﬁitteé itgelf, he aﬁpeéle&‘to deiegationé té refrain from making
lengthy statements and engaging in debates.

Mr, ZEGERS ZWGERS (Chile) gald -that he had been greatly alarmed—byvan article
entitled "Hughes Shlp sets out to mlne ocean floor" which had appeared in the
International Eerald Trlbane i‘(ﬁﬂmst1973 That artlgle showed how very urgent it was

to convene the Conference on the Law of the Sea and to conclude a Convention. Although

the Sub-Committee was operating usefully through its Working Greoup, that action should
be supplemented by political negotiations, which had unfortunately;gﬁtfyet;%aken place,
The urgency of those negotiétions brought cut the full wvalue of thémSécretafiat’s
excellent gtudy on the provisional application of multilateral treaties (A/AC.lEB/BS),
which showed, on the basisz of the Vienna lonvention on the Law of Treaties and of such
important precedents as that set by the Provisional International Civil Avigtion .
Organization (TC.TCAO), that the provisicnal application of a treaty was legally
possible. - o

The Secretariatis report entitled "Fcoromic significance, in terms of sea-bed
mineral resources, of the varicus limits proposed for invernational jurisdiéticn“
(4/4C.138/87) showed that it was difficult in the present stage of knowledge to
evaluate the resources and reserves of the sea-bad. It was known that the sea-bed
offered vast possibilitiss for exploitaticn, bul the use of its resources ultimately
depen&ed on the fechnical progress still to be achieved. S

The. Seoretavlat'% report (4/AC. 1;8/87 furtﬂer showed that hydrocarbon resources
weré Te@overable at all depths. _“thougﬂ Detrolevm Gep051ts were ubualEV'found in the
area 5f fhelcoﬁtinental sﬁeif, they were alsgo prese % in certain parfs of the )

abvesal plain, as soundings taken in the Gulf of Mexico had revealed. The richest
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area in manganege nodules wee the North Pacific, while nodules from that area had a

The wegion had bheen explored by certain Siates or

high copper and nickel content.

by companies they had licensed. The nodules geem to be ncentrated in v osmal
X D they had iicensed. The noduler seemed to bhe concentraied in very small

areas of the occean., Very special sitenticu would have to be paid to the study of that

question during the negotistions, since it was important to determine who should

exploit those aress and how that exploitaiion should be conducted. It could be

dangerous to envisage a system of concessions or licences, since whal might enable

Lolt the wost ailvantageous areas sxclusively for their owm

g

certain companies to exp

profit. Accofdiﬁg to the report, deposits of nodules were mainly to be found at a

long distapcé from continents, but they probably algo existed within the Z00-mile limit.
Whatever limits might be established for natipnal jurisdiction - and a distance

of 200 miles sesemed more and more %o be accepted -~ the national area contained a

variety of known or hypothetical wresources, It was therefore essential to continue to

study the guestion of the economic importance of the sea-bad's mineral resources, in
zocordance with the General Assembly's request in resolution 2750 (XxV). The
documents of the United Bations Secretariat and the UNCTAD study (TD/B/449) gave only
brief indications of the. impact of sea-bed mining on the economies of developing

countries which were producers of sarth-baged minerals. The Conference shouid he
- P - N v :
orovided -with more detailed documents on the question.

The following passage appeared on page‘9 of document A/AG.158/87: "Technological
immovations may reduce costes and enable 'resources' to bhe ppomoted to reserves. TFor
example, at the begiming of this century the average grade of commercial copper
—deposits being minea was about 3 per‘oent;wtoday4;deppsitérwitn legs than 0.5 per cent

cecpper are being mined succegsfully.! It vould therefore he seen that given the
necessary teclmelogical means, all the minerals contained in manganese nodules could

ke recovered., But since many developing countries were producers of the minerals

contained in mangsnese nodules, it was obvious that sea-hed production could have a
particularly unfavourable effect on ithose countries, and that preventive measures
should be taken to ensure that future ectivities did not prejudice producers of

ezxrth miperals.
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The progress repoert entitled “Sesg-bed mineral resources: recent developmentg!
(A/AC.138/90) dealt with current activities on the sea-bed.  That study confirmed a

L

mumber of facts to which the Chilean delegrtion had already drawn alttention at the
preceding session of the Committes. It showed that certain countries, such as France
and the USSR, had actively prospected nodule deposits, although they bad not yet
reached the stage of exploitation. Several companles, consortis and ZrOUPRS,
egpecially in Australia, Canade, the United Stabes, the Federal Republic of Germany and
Japan, were studying the provlems involved in lecatlng, recovering and processing
nodules. It was interesting to note that those enterprises had invested o were
prepared to invest considersble sums in thb pursult of their work, which clearly showed
the economic interest of those opercsticons, Most of +the companles were sccking to
conclude internstional agreements which would enable %hem to exploit areas already
explored without fear of competition, and thus guarantee the safety of their
investments. Other companies had the neccssary funds at their disposal and were
already engaged in comnereial mining of submarine deposits. The three operations
comprised in submarine mining - prospeciing, extraction and processing of nodules -
were often carried out by cifferent comnaniecs form1ng z conscrtiwm, an arrangement
which allowed them to speed up the woik. .
I% was clear from various resolutions of tnﬂ Genersl Ass émbly end of the thixd
sesaion of UNCTAD, and especially from the Declaretion of Principles Geoverning the
Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor (General ﬂssémbly'resolution 2749 (XXV)), that the
exploitation of the _common heritage of mankind could not ceontinune in such a manner

21 convention.

and should be regu;ated a8 goon as possibls by an internatio:

He had %herefore reached threc conclusions. In the first place, the date of the
Conference was drawing neaxr and the Sub~Committee should speed vp its work at two
levels: it should prepare df?fh articles on the international régime and should draw
up political agreements which would serve as‘a basis for the future convention. To
that end, political negotiatiéns shovld be undertaksn ag soon as possible, For it
indispensable that delegations should show théir willingness %o negotiate with a view
to resching agreement efore the Conference. Secondly, it was essential to atudy the
guestion of the provisicnal anplication of the futurs convention, Thirdly, in

ance with General Assembly resolution 275G (Y”ng the SLecretariat should

ords
undertaks, in conoperation with UHCTAD, o final and couplete study of the econcmic

impact that the exploitation of the sea-~bed wag bound te have on the eccnomic situstion
of developing countries which were land-bazed producers. That study should be

submitied far enough in advance to allow it to be cxamined carefully beflowve the

Conference opened.
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Mr. JE SOTo'fPerﬁ) said that he shared the Chilean delegetion's alaxm over
the article which had sppeared in the Tntermational Horald Tribune of 7 August,
anncuncing the launching of a project for uining nanganese nodules on the ocean {loor
financed by the American billicnaire Howard Hughes, who had had a specially-eqguipped
ship built at Philadelphia. The contents of the sriicle could not fail to create
concern, and he hoped that the information it conbained would prove somevhat
exaggerated. Indeed, the United States delegation had ammounced during its session
in March 1973 (&/AC.138/SC.I/SR.64) that the United States Govermment was opposed for
the time being to the adopticn of the proposal in Bill H,R.9, submitied to Congress,
to the effect that guarantees sghould be offered to private enterprises which had
decided to make large investments in the exploiﬁation of sea~bed mineral resources.

It had, however, sltated that it would be difficult for The Government to maintein that
position for long, and that it might be forced to reconsider it if the Committee's
work did net develop along the lines degired by the United States, if the Conference
were to be positponed, orx if the eﬁtry into force of the fubure convention was unduly
delayed. | '

such an attitude was obv;ously 1ncompatlale with the General Asgembly resolutlon
proclaiming the suspension of dct1v1t1es involving the exploltaﬁlon of sea-bed
resources and with the Declaration of Prlnclples Governing the Sea-bed and the Ocesn
Floor, especially with principles 4 and 14,' He hoped that the Bill referred to in
the axﬁiéie he had mentioned did not mesn that the United States Government had
reversed its position-or that it considered that the negotiations proceeding in the
preparatory Commitbee were nob developing in the direction it wished to see.” The
Peruvian delegation, for ite part, had serious misgivings concerning the future of
the Committce's work. _

My, STEVENSON (United States of America) seid that his delegation was smong
those which emphasized the urgsnecy of the tagk and the need %o ensure that negotiations
on the exploitation of sca~bed resources in the Committee proceecdsd rapidly enousgh to
aveid being overtaken by technologicsl advances. His delegation could only reaffirm
the position it had set forth =t the March 1975 session, concerning the provigional
legislation to he applied to the mining of sea-bed deposits during the perib@ preceding
the entry into force of an international agreement. I% hoped Leenl; that the work of
the preparatory Cormittee would progress so that the commercial exploitation of
sea-bed deposits, when it began , would be carried out in accordance with agreements

conoluded at the intermational level.
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into three parau. __The
in 1971 ano 1972 anu of the ueleerations_of thc Uov“lnm Group ln 1972, That suwmmary
shoulu_not gLV@ r;se to any‘controvqrsy, gince deicgaclon% were alreaéy in a position

o )

to peruse that pa“ﬁ of the dra renomt and

=

o eubmit Lhelr observations to the
Ropporteur. ”he_oeoono ﬂcrt, a. brler fact al SUNMETY o; the Sup Comaittee! 8 worl in
1977, should be peady by Moﬂday, 1) Au gb . rlnally the LﬂlTQ and majoy part of the

report would relate to tho deilbelamlons of the NOLL a Groun' tﬁé'fofm which that

,fl

report woulﬁ‘take wag helng stu;

ed by uhe uroua its olf " He hoped that d°1eﬂaulon
would convey to him thell 63 "Vqtl0ﬂs on unu draft fGQOﬂt before “the meetlné e which
1% would oe presented for ldootlon, 80 mhnt Lh? Lopcludwpg debates o- the &e““lOﬂ aid
not take up an,lnormlnate lcnﬁth of time. o _ ' '

_ Mr, 1ANKO (Bulwaflﬁﬁ asxeu wheLheL thc Worklnb Gvoup’@ repor+ would be
1ncovpor@teo in thG.”eDO“t of ihe Sub- CONmthee, in wblch ceuc it ﬁhoqu first be
approved, or whethpr it woulo J1mglv e re produced e85 an annex.

The CdﬁERMAJ sald that the ansver tg_that gquestion would depend on the”

decision of the Uorklng Group 1uQelf,
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