
UNITED NATIONS 

G F N  r. .,,. .: ,.. k ' . , - ' - " .<-L 

. .,~ i2 ,~V t "" 

fi)7!:/~,.+mm.',;-~-{i~ 
• ~4~< %~41t..,,, 2 ~.,'. ,JJ i 8 

PROVI S! ONA T*I~/ 

Distr. 
GEITERAL 

138/sc.I/s  
9 AugUst 1979 

m{c-zs[ 
Original." FP~-9~CH 

.74 

CO}@iITT~ ON TI~ PEACEFUL USES OF. TIfl~ SEA-BED AND THE OCEAN 
FLOOR BEYOND TKE LIMITS OF I~TIO~TAL JTJRISDICTIOi~[ 

.i ... 

s~-c0~zmm~ z 

PROVISlO~L&L SU~,~%RY RECORD 0F TP~ SEVENTY-FOD-RTH ~[EETIB-G*/ 

held a% %he Palais d.es Na%ions~ Ceneva~ 
on Thursday~ 9 A~gust 19732 at 10.50 a•.m. 

Chai____rma___nn: Mr. ETTGO Cameroon 
. 

Rap ,o or t et~zr : ~r ~_OTT Australia 

• .... 

CONTENTS 

Organi z~ti-on-of-work ~ 

...... 

• " i •t: : 

N.B. Participants wishing %o submit corrections to this provisional sun~ary record, are 
reques%ed, to  submit  them _in w r i t i n g ~  p r e f e r a b l y  on a copy of  the  record,  i t s e l f ~  
to the Official Records Editing Section~ Room E.4121~ Palais des Nations~ Ceneva~ 
within three work~.ac<___{ of receiving" the provisional record, in their working 
language. 

~-/ This provisional s~tmmary recorc1.~ together with the norrections to be issued, in 
consolidated, form af~er-~ the session~ will constituhe -~ne'] 'fina.l record, of the meeting. 



. 

• 

. . .  
• . 

. .  

ORGANIZATION OF W 0 ! - ~  . . . .  • . . . . . .  . - . .  ..- 
• 

The.C~I~,~N P0in%ed out %hat the hr0rking Group had only six working days %0 
• .• .. 

..... . , . . 

complete its task and:to draft the report which lit would submit to Sub-Committee i. 
• . ~ 

The Sub-Commit tee .  would. ' %hen ' have  %o a d o p t  t he  r e p o r t  and s u b m i t  i t  to  t h e  
• . . . 

Plenary Committee. He therefore expressed the-hope %ha% all members of the 

S u b - C o m m i t t e e  would a t t e n d  t h e  f i n a l  s t a g e  o f  the  !~/orking C r o u p ' s  d e l i b e r a t i o n s ~  t h a t  

of considering and adopting the report~ and seek to reach agreement so %hat the 
• 

Sub-Committee w0u!dmere~y: have %o give~the roper% f0~ai approVal i i4i~h regard %0 
• . . . , . 

meetings of %he Sub-Committee i tself~ he appealed_ t0 deiega%ionS to refrain from making 

l e n g t h y  s t a t e m e n t s  and e n g a g i n g  i n  d e b a t e s .  

?~r. ZEGERS :(Chile) said<Chat he had been greatly alarmed b y . . - a n . ,  article 
' , i - - -  . . . . . .  " . . . . .  " . . . . . . . . . .  " " " . " . . . . . .  

entitled "Hughes ship sets out %o mine ocean floor" which had appeared in the 

International-Herald Tribune of 7AJ+~-<ust.1973 . . . .  That article showed how very urgent it was 
• . . . . 

to convene the Conference on %he Law of the Sea and %0 conclude a Convention. Although 

the Sub-Committee was operating' usefully %h.rougl~ its ],forking Croup~ :~h~t action should 

be supplemented b~.r .political negotia%ions~-~hich.had u_nfortunately.: not yet. %ak.en place. 
. . . . . . . . .  • : 

.% 

The urgency of those negotiations brought out the full value of the Secretariat's 

excellent study on the provisional application of multilateral treaties (A/1~C.138/88), 

which showed, o n  the basis of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties and Of such 

important precedents as ~.i_a~ set by %he Provisional !n%ernational Civil Aviation 

Organization (IC.ICAO) ~ that %he provisional application of a treaty .was legally 

possible. 

The Secretarial;re report entitled "]~ ~corommc significance~ in terms of sea-bed 

mineral resources~ of the various limits proposed for international jurisdiction f' 

(A/AC.138/87) showed that i% was difficult in the present stage of kno~,-rledge to 

evaluate the resources and reserves of the sea-.bed. 1% was knovm that the sea-bed 

offered vast possibilities for exp!oitation~ but the use of its resources ultimately 

depended on the %echnica! progress s%i!l t o  be achieve d. 
• . .. . .-.- . . • . . . • . .: • 

Th e secretariat!s report (,k/&C,l~8~87) further showed that hydrocarbon resources 
., 

wer~ :re66verable at all dePti~_s. A],th0ugh petroleum deposits were usuail# found in the 
•."-i" • . . "~. ". . . . .  ' .: • 

area of the continental sheif~ they were also present in cer~aih~parts • 6f ~tne : 

n h  abyssal pla.in~ as so~m0_dings taken in the C~If of }~lexico had revealed, i__e richest 

• ~. .. .. :.. • : .. . , - L , -  .. .. ... .. ~ ... ...' , . . . :  • .. 
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area. in manganese nodules ws~s %he North Pacific~ wi~i~ nodules from that area had a 

high copper and nickel content The _region h~,~ been ~~-- . . . . . . . . . . . .  .~.~ured by certain states or 
• , 

bv companies ~hej had )_m~nsedo The module. ~, se~med to be concentrated in very small 

' . . L  : . . ~  ' -  " " areas of the ocean. Vex-y special ~~m~lo~ -~,Jould have to be paid to the study of %hat 

que~tion during the n.egotia, tions~ since it ~,fas important to determine gi~_o should 

expioi-t those areas and how that expioit~,tion sh0u!~ be conducted° It could be 

dangerous to envisage s, system o:r." co~'~cess:Lons or licences,~ since %ha, u nigh,, enable 

.~ ~.~le most a~_vant~geous areas exclusi~/ely for their o~m certa:!-n com.pan~es -~-o exploit '-~ - ~ 

profi%o According ~o the repor-t~ deposits of nodules were mainly to be found at a 

• the 200-mile limit long ~ista,nce from con%ineuts~ but they ~.~~ooloabl~r also existed within ~ . - ~., . . . . .  ~; • 

" ! ' ~  ~ " ~ 6~.- .L ]~.aatever iimi%s might be es~ao.~msn~a for na~,iol~! jurisdio-tion-.- s, nd a distance 
. 

of 200 miles seemed more ~nd more %o be accepted-.- the na%i0nal area ¢0ntained 

va_~?iety of known or hypothetic'-~l :cesouroes, it was therefore essential %o continue to 

study the question of the economic importance of %he se~-bed's miners, l resouroes~ in 

accordance with the General Assemb!y's request in resolution 2750 (XD[V), The 
' ' " . ( ; "  i " . : :  . '..:" . 

documents of the United N-~tions Secretariat ~nd the D]TCTAD study (TD/B/449) gave only 

brief indications of the. impact of sea-bed mining on the economies of developing 

countries which were producers of earth-based minerals. The Conference should be 

provided with more detailed documents on the question. 
.. 

The following passage appeared on .page 9 of document A/AC~I38/87 ° "Technological 
. . 

innovations may reduce costs stud enable 'reso~:rces' %o be Promoted to reserves. For 
.. 

example~ ~t the begimaing of this century the average grade of co~m~ercial copper 
-.. 

....... depos-i=~s-being minea was abou~ 3 per .cen%~ _~oda~,_d_eposits with less than 0.5 per cent 
.. 

copper are being mined successfully;"' it ~,.~ou!d therefore be seen %hat given the " 
., 

necessa~ty technological means~ all the minerals contained in manganese nodules could 

De recovered. But since ma, ny developing com~_tries ~,,~ere producers of the minerals 
.. 

.. ~ ' ~  " S . contained in ma:o.ga~ese !~odu!es~ i% w~s co ~ou that sea-bed production could have 
• . 

. . . .  . 

particularly unfavourable effect on those countries, and tha~ preventive measures 

should i~e taken to ensure oL.a~ f\~.%ure activities di@_ no% ~rejudice producers of 

earth mineral s. 



" "  4 .  , , ,  

The progress report entitled '"Sea.--bed mineral resources: recent developments" 

mtmber of fa,cts to which the Chilean deiegstion had a,lrea.dy dra,~,m attention a.t -bhe 

preceding session or the Cmmnittee, i[; showed tha.-b certain COLmbries~ such s.s France 
.. 

_ a,!%hough 9hey ha,d no% yet and the USSR~ had actively i~rospecbed nodule deposits~ 

reached %he stage of e~oloite./~ion__ , Several co-mpa.nies~ consortia, s~d g-roups~ 

~ Cans,de.. the Unit ~specis,ily~ in A~_s~ra.!ia.~ ~ ed Sts.tes~ the Federal Republic of Germany_ ~ and 

j_ - ~. Ja,pa,n~ were studying the ]?rob!eros involved in loca,~in..d~ recovering and processin.g 

- J_ • _L nodules, It was zn.~erest:.ng to no~e ths,t those enterprises had invested or were 

preps,red to invest considerable s~m~s in the pursuit of their work~ which cleam~ly showed 

the economic interest or those operations, Host of-'~he companies were seeking to 

conclude in~erna.tionai a,~reements which would ema.ble-bhem to e~ploi% areas already 

e~p!ored without fear of competition~ a~a thus g~ta,ran%ee %he sa,fe%y of '-~ "- . . . .  -6ilelr 

investments. O-bher compazn_ies, ha,d the necessary . . . .  ~"m~ds a,t ¢leir disposai sno -~ were 

already engaged in cor~_~ercia.i mining of s~m~rine deposits° The three opers.-bions 

comprised in submarine minin.g" - prospec%ing~ e : ; t r s i c t i o n  and processing- of nodules -. 

were often carried out by dif.ferem"~ comps,ales fo:,mjing~ s. oonsortitun~ a~ s,rra~gement 

which allowed them to speed up-bhe work° 
%. 

!% wa,s clear from vs.rious resolutions of the General Assembly ~_c,-~ of %he third 

session of UNCTAD~. and especis,ily from %he 9ec!a,ra.tion of Principles Governing-the 
. . 

Sea.-Bed and %he Oces~ ~!oor (General Assembly resolu~ion 274-9 (XXV))~ %ha~-d~_e 

e~plo_~a,~ion o£ %he common heri%a.ge of ma.nk~no could not con-binue in such a, marmer 
_+: 

and should be regula,%ed s,s soon a,s possibl<., by s.n in%erna.tioP.::-i convention, 

He ha.d therefore rea,ohed +~hree conclusions, In the firs9 p!ace~ the da.te of the 

C o n Z e r e n c e  was  dra.win,.g n e a , r  s a d  %he S u b - C o w , t i t - b e e  s h o u l d  s p e e d  u p  i-bs w o r k  a,% t w o  
, .  

_.. ~ - q ]  l e v e l s :  i ~  s h o u l d  p r e o s . r e  d r a . f t  a r t i c l e s  o.u ~d~e i n%eTona , t i ons . l  r d g i m e  s,nd s h o u l o ,  o.rs.w 

un, p o l i t i c s . 1  a.gree~e.~ ~ s  w h i c h  . . . .  w o u l d  s e r v e  a,s s .  ba, s i  s f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  c o n v e n t i o n ~  ~_o 

%ha.-b end~ p o l i % i c a , i  n e g o t i s , % i o n s  s h o u l d ,  be  -~j~dembaken s.s s o o n  s.s p o s s i b l e ~  f o r  i% was  

(.~l ~ ~ J " i '  _ • .I. indispensa,ble %ha.% delegations ,~no~Id sl~ow u n e _ _ r  willingness to nego~is.0e with s, view 

to reaching agreement before %he C ," '-~ ,, . . . . . . .  cn_,erence Secondiy~ J.t ~,.,ss essentia,1%o study the 
.. 

question of -the provisions.! s;oplics,%ion of %he future convention, Third!y~ in 

• .L i .L " ~ accordance with General Assembly resolu~_on 2790 (XXV)~ ,~he 6ecreta.ria,t snou!o- 

tmdertske~ in co-oneration with UNCT_&D~ s, fins~ a~.md com~lete s ~u ..y of %he economic 

. ' l  • . ] . .  . L  " impa.o-b %ha% the ezpioita.tio-n_ of the ses,-bed ws,s l]otli.~ct ~o ha.re on %l~e economic siuus, uion 

of developing countries which were Is,hal-ha, seal producers° r2ha/~ study should be 

r~ I "1 submitted far enough in s,dva,nce %0 allow i% to be e_~<smined ca.reyully before the 

~ onference opened., .. 



M_r:__DE SOTO (Peru) said that he sha.red the Chilean delegation's alarm over 

' . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  
the aromcle which had a.ppeamed An the In tef~na%ional H,.,~a,.o. Trzbune of 7 Au~%~s%~ 

announcing the latu~ching of a project for l,..~ning mangmuese nod~les on the ocesn floor 

-~, " who ha.d ha.el s. snecislly-equipped financed by the American billionaire ~ioi~a.r0: Hughes~ . 

ship built a.t Phi!a.delphia,, The contents of the article could not fail to orea,te 

concern~ and he hoped ths.t the i1~orma,tion it con%aimed would prove somewha.9 

exaggerated, Indeed~ the U:~ited S%a.tes delegation had announced during its session 

in March 1975 (A/AC.I]8/SC,I/SR.64) that the United States Government was opposed for 

the time being to %he a.dop±ion oz %he proposal in Bill H.R,9~ submitted to Con~ess~ 

%o the effect tha.t ~s..rantees should be offered to priva.%e enterprises which had 
,. 

decided to make large investmenBs in the exploits.rich of Sea-bed mineral resources. 

It had~ however~ sis.ted tha.t i% would be difficult for ~he Government to maintain tha.t 

position for long~ and that it might be forced to reconsider i% if the Committee's 

work did not develop along %he lines desired by the United Sta,%es, if the Conference 

were to be postponed, or if the entry into force of the future convention wasunduly 

delayed. 

Such an a:%%i%ude was obviously incompa,%ible with the General Assembly resolution 

proclaiming %he suspension of activities involving the exploitation of sea-bed 

resources and with the Declaration of Principles Governing the Sea-bed and the Ocean 

Floor, especially with principles 4 and 14. He hoped tha%-the ~ill referred %o in 

the article he hs,d mentioned did not mean tha,t the Uni%ed States Government had 

reversed its position-or-ths;~ i% considered ths.$ the negotia,tions--proceeding in the 

preparatory Commit%ee were no% developing in the direction it wished to see. ~ne 

Peruvian dele.ga,tion~ for its pa,r%~ ha.d serious misgivings concerning" the future of 

the Committee's work. 

Er. S TE~.V~F~J_SO ~ (United Sta.tes of America°) said that his delegation was among 

%hose which empha,sized %he urgency of %he -~s,sk and %he need %0 ensu~re ~ha.t negotiations 

on %he exploi%a.tion of sea-bed resources in the Conrad%tee proceeded ra,pidly enot~-h to 

avoid be~n~_~___~ overtaken by %ec}ntologica,l advances. His o.eleg'a%~on could only re~.xzlrm 

the position i% had set forth s,,,t the Narch 1973 session~ concerning the provisional 

legisla.tion ~o be a~plied %0 the n.ining - of sea-bed deposits during the period preceding 

the eniry into force of an interna,%ional a~_~¢,ement. It hoped keenly %ha,$ %he work of 

the preparatory Committee would progress so %ha.% %he comm~ercia,1 e_xploitation of 

sea.--bed deposi%s~ when it begem ~ would be carried out in accordance with agreemenbs 

concluded a,%. the international level. 



}Jlro ~,{OTT (A~-strs,lis,)~ Rs,-onorteur° e~<~laJ_ned the methods he intended-to 

follow in d r a w i n g  up., t h e  .re?.~ort . .of  Sub .... CormniL~,tee I .  The r e p o r t  would  be d 2 v i d e d  
. . . . . . . . .  , 

into ~hree pa,r~0, The firse wou2d consis' of s, smmna,ry of ':"~e Sub--Co:m,~ittee's woz~c 

• . " ._ _ box-~±n~ Group in 1972, Tns.u su~mna,aDr in 1971 and 1972 snc!. of the deiibe~a.tions of the '~ ~" o . . . .  

should, no% gave rise %o a~_y cont,r0ve..rsy~ since cleie~a%ions~ere a,lready in a, position 
: . ,. . . , . .  

.. :. . . . . . . .  . • 
• , . 

to pe~-m.se that part of the draft reoo.r~ and %o ouomm-c their observs,tions %o the 

Ra.pporteuro The ..... second..:oa,rt ~ s. brief .fa,ctus,i, stmm~a.ry of the Sub---Con~-~ tree's woz~:.c in 
... ,. . . . . .  .,...:..,..... . . - .  . .- : ..~, . . . . , . 

i9.7~ should be ready ~oy l,~_onday~ I} .augm!s~, Fina,lly~ the %hi~c, '~ a~d ms,jot pa.r% 0f the 
- : . . . . ,  . . [  ~ "  : . !  . -  . . ,  . . .  ~ . :  . . . . .  . . . . . .  • . ~ . .  . . "  . . .  . ,  . ' "  - .  . . . . .  - -  

• . . . . . . .  . . . . . ,  • ~ . . .  : , , . • 

report wott!d relate to the deiibers,tions of the Working Gr0uD %l~.e form which tha/~ 
• 

• . . . : ~ . .. 
..... .. .. .. .. . • . ,. , • . . ,  . . .  . . . ~ . :  , . . . .  

re-oo~t would take was be~n, Z' s~udied by-[,he Group itself, lle hoped %ha,% delegations 
- .i~ . .< ' . ' -'-'.. " ~ .".. , ..!:.; . " 

. . . .  . • . ' ~  . g " , . ] .  ~ " . ,  j , ~ would convey "~o him their observa.~ions on ~he c~ra~ ~ tenor% before %he mee~mng a.% which 
. . .  .. ,~ . , . . ! . . . . '  . , .. . . ,. . ... 

i% would be presented .for s.dop%iom~: s o that -bhe concluding debsltes of the session di~. 
.. • 

"- . . .  " " ' ." r 

.. . . .  . . . . . . .  , . - • 

no% take up sn inordinate length, of %imeo 
. . . . . . 

: : .. • .. : : .. - . . :. , .. ,. . .. . . .. 

~{r, YANI(OV <~Iga,rio.) o~sked whether %he - --i--~ ~ s report would be 
• " . ..... .'.~/" . " .' . . . .  • [i " ...... . :.- - . . . .  

,~. . , .. . . . 

incorporate d .in f~he .report 0 £ the Sub-Co:~.~mi%T, ee~ in which case i% should first 1~e 
• 

'. . . . 
• .. ~ . . .. ~. ,,: 

• , ... , 

a.pproved~ or whether it would simply be reproduced s.s aa~ aa~e~, 
• . 

-. 

~:)~'i -Tl-~e=,fi~.\-~-~-Lf~ ~'I- s a'i d. -~l-~a,% %h e s~as~rer-~o +~ha.-~ qt~es%ion would depend on the 
• . . :  - . . . . . . .  . . ;  : .  " . . . ,  . . . . : . . . . .  : . . . .  . ; . .  

decision o£ the ~'{orking Group i~sel.f, '- 
• , ' ' ' . ,  " . ~ . ' . . . i  . . . . .  " . • . . .  ! - . -  • - • 

. . . .  

. ~ , . . .  - • ..,,, . - ~.,.-. 
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