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ORGAVIZATICN OF WORK _ _ _ ,

The CHAIRMAL caid it was essential to work faster. sub~Committee IT had not -
yet finished itc report and had only that day to do it. S

Replying to gquestions which had been put to hlm the previous day; he caid that no

final date had been fixed for the uubmluulon of new texts. Until the General Auuembiy
had taken a decicion on the fubure of the Committee, new texts would be published au
Committee documents. Suboequently, any texts submitted would he for the conference
itgelf and would therefore be publiched au conference documento.
EEPORT OF SUB-COMMITTEL I:(A/EC 7°/94uand Add-l)

Mz, BNGO (Cemevoon), Chairman of Sub-Committee I, caid that the task of
Sub~ Cowmlttee I, nanely, %o prepare draft articlec for treaties -cem?lm“ with the
international régime and the international machlnerJ for the cea~bsd beyond the iimits
of national jurisdioction,; was of truly hiztoric importance. It wag of greab ..

importance to the community of nations and occupied a central place in the preparatory

work of the Commitiee. In order to carry out itc mandate, the Sub-lommitiee had held

6ix sesoions since %o eutablichment in 1971. The recults of ifs vork were contained
in documents A/AC.138/94 and Add.l | o

In 1971, the Sub--Comnittee had held a gensral debale on t@e subject of ita
mandate and had decided to make a more detailed gtudy of the quémtion in 1972, .o as: =
to be able to procesd to the vreparation of draft articles. In 1972, the Sub--Committee
had examined the sntatuu, ncope and basic provigions of the international régime as well
ac the status, scope, functions and powers of the international machinery. It had cet
up a Working Group under the chairmanchip of Mr., Pinto (Syi Lanka}, which had been
acked to prepare a working paﬁer uhowing the areas of agresment and disagreement on
questionn of

gubstance by negotiation. In 1973, the Wbrklng Group had continied it oTi,

the various guecgtion: covered by ito mandate, and to try to settle
the
repults of which were contained 1m document A/AC 158/9Z/Acd 1.

Although many difficulties had been overcome and alihough the Sub--Compiittee could

be waticfied with what it had achieved, there wag ofill a lot t0 be done befove a final

text on the -international rdégime and machinery could be prepared, cince the texts
cubmitted digclosed serioun differences of opinicn on several particularly important
guections of pubstance. The Committee was not perhaps the ideal forum for political
negotiations on the major icoues but it had done its beot to pave the way for cuch
negotiationz. On the basic of itc achievements, it weould be poscible to launch frech

effortc in order to ensuve the succenc of the Bantiago Conference. In hic view, nc
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time should be lost in establiching informal contacts for discuccion of the outstanding
guestions, taking account of communities of intereat and ceeking genuine solutions,
Although it might be difficult to carry on political negotiations in the Committee, it
would be dangefous to wait till the Santiago Conference opened before ctarting them.

The value of the work of the Sub-Commititee lay in the fact that it had cucceeded
in brlnglng out clearly the current tremdy of opinion in a committee of 92 nations on
the vital gquestions concerning the cea-bed. It would be difficult to argue that the
Sub-Committee could have produced draft articles which had cecured unanimous appiroval.
The Committee was not, like the.International Law Commiccion, a body of indenendent
Juristo. The International Law Commlmulon was recponsible for the codification and
development of ruler and pllnclples of exicting international iaw. The Committee, on
the other hand, was composed of reprecentatives of govermments which had different
interects, preoccupations and acpirations. In his opinion, the Uork of the Committee
could not be concidered au an exercise in codification and progreuulve deve]opment of’
exicting international law. bxlstlng‘law wag inadequate, even for thoge who
considered that it wac upiversal in charaotef and.should be of general application.
Perusonally, he had urged that they should pﬁrdﬁe a more realistic course and attempt
to negotiate a new universal legal order for the uearbed and its sub-upoil beyond the
limits of national jurisdiction. -

In order not to undereutlmﬂte the reuultc that had been achleveo, it wao
escential to take account of the fundamental difference between the tasks acbigned to
an expert technical committee and thoce zuigned to the Sea-bed Committee. It fhould
not be forgotten fhat the preparation of = treaty orn the nes~bed area poued uone
highly complex problems and that the moct important questions would probably have to
be cettled by polltlcal decigions at the Plemipotentiary Conference. Ioreover,
although all chades of oninion were reprecented in the Committee, there were more
than 45 nationg that vere not taking part in its work. In thoge civeumctances, he
felf that the téxts annexed to the report of the Sub-Committee were . the begt that
could have been produced. The various schoolu of thought and areas of intereut would
thue be brought 0 the attentior of the Conference, and that would make it eacier
for Governments to otudy the guesgtions, particulariy thoce that hed not teken part in
the Committee's work. The negotiation of a treadty containing generally acceptable
articles would take place at the level of the Plenipotentiary Conference. That wac

a tack that the Committee could not pretend $o carry out.
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What was now important was to make a fresh effort, but at the came time to remain
realictic so as %o avoid asrimony. Personaliy, hé wasIOPtimistic and firmly believed
that cooner rather than later Govermments would take the right decicions and that the
Conference would cucceed in preparing a treaty on thé international régime and machinery
for the cea-bed, which would allow ifs enormous pobtential to be harmesced for ithe
benefit of all menkind. %hat wac the objective that the international cemmunity should
endeavour to achieve, _ :

- Ee wiched to pay a tribute to the members of the Sub-Committee and to the Working
Group, whoge opirit of co-operation had made it posgible, despite all diffieultiew,. to
complete the drafts that had been submitted to the Committee; to express hio sincere
thanks to the Officers of the Sub-Committee, and particularly to the Rapporteur, .

Mr. Mott, who had succeeded in producing a report that had been unanimously adopted;. .
and ‘to Mr. Levy, the Secretary of Sub-Committee I.
Mr. MOTT (Australia), Rapporteur of Sub-Committee I, said that the -
Sub-Committee's report (A/AC.158/94 and Add.1), which had been adopied unanimourly,
did ndf'require a long introduction: The report was in twe paric -- one dealing with
the baékgréund to the work of the Sub-Committee and the other with the worlk carried out
by the Sub-Commiiiee in 1973; in addition, there were three anﬁexes, the firct two of
which were an index of the documents cubmitted to the Sub-Committee and an index of the
summary'records'df the Hub-Committee, and the third which contained the draft textn. The
bulk of the work had béen carried out by the Working Greup which had been agked o
prepare texts on the statun, scope and basic provicions of the international régime
ahdl on the status, scope, functions and powers of the international machinery. Ao a
result of the work performed by the Group, the Sub-Committee had been gble to submit a
geries of important texto that could be expected to serve as a bacic for the decicions
of the Conference. _
The CHAIRMAIT proposed that the Commititee adopt the report of SubﬁCommittee L
(A/AC.138/94 and Add.1), which would be annexed to its own repors.
The report of Sub-Commitiee I (A/AC.138/94 and 43d.1) was adonted.

The mesiing roge at 11.15 a.m.
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