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ORGAI{~ZATION OF WOPd( : 
.. 

The CHAIP~L~T ss/¢! it was essential to work faster. Sub-Conm~ifi%ee II had not, 
• 

yet finished it e' report ~.d had only that ds;y to do it, " " 

Replying to questions which had been put to him the previous ds~j~ he said that no 
.. • . 

• 

finai date had been fi~ed for the submission of new te~ts. Until the General Assembly 

had taken a decision on the future of the Committee, new tez% would be published as 

Committee documents, ouosequen%ly~ any texts subnm%tee would be ±or the conference 

~ - itself and would therefore be Published as conference d.ocumento. 

REPORT OF SUB-CO~9,1ITTEE I I•(A/AC.138/94 and Add.l) , 

• J - ]  . . ~'~ Mr. ENGO (Cs~aeroon), Chairman of Sub-Committee I, said ~nat %he %aGk o~ 

Sub-Committee I, namely~ to prepare draft articles for treaties<, dealing with the 

international r@gime s.ud the international machinery for the sea-bed beyond, the limits 

of national jurisdiction~ ~-ras of .... truly hi~toric importar,.ce. It ~,..:as of grea9 ........ 

importance %o the conm~unity of nations and occupied a central place in the preparatory 

o . m " ~ "  . w o r k  o f  t h e  Commi t tee  I n  o r d e r  %o c a r r y  o u t  i t s  m ~ d a t e ~  t h e  Sub -Commi t t ee  had h e l d  
. . .  

si~ oecsions since its es%ablis½.~ent in 1971o The results of its ~rork were contained 

An document  s A/AC.  1.3 8/94. ~.c,-"~ .f,,..,4.,.o-l. ! .  " ..... : 

In 1971, the Sub...Co~m~i%tee had held a general debate on %he subject of its 

mandate and had decided %o resale a more detailed study of %he question in 1972, .so as" 
• . . .  . . . . . . .  

9o be able to proceed %o the prepmra%ion of draft articles. In 1972~ %he Sub .... Co~m~i%%ee 

had examined the sta%ns~ scope and basic provisions of the international r6gime as well 

a s  the status, scope~ functions stud powers of the international machinez~y. It had set 

up a Working Group ~; - un~{.er the chairmanship of Mr. Pinto (Sri Lamka)~ ~-...d~ch had been 

asked %o prepare a working paper showing the areas of agreement and disagreement on 

the various questions covered, by its-; mandate, and to try to settle questions Of 
- . 

. . " ~ ~ ~,ror!.~ t h e  substance by negotiation In 197~~ the Working Group had cont~nue¢~,, its 
... : . . . 

results of which were :con;tsA_ae¢! .i n .document .A/AC,I}8/94/'&dd. io 

Although many difficulties had been overcome and although the Sub--~-Co]m~tittee could 

be satisfied with what it had achieved, there was still a lot to be done before a final 

text on the international r@gime s~8 macltine_~y could be. prepared~ since t~e texts 

submitted, disclosed .<~eriou~.-: differences of opinion on several particulsm!y important 

questions of substs_uce° The Co~.~ittee was not perhaps the io.e~l fozmm for ~)o~iticsl 
• . 

_,_ U L t  C i"1. negotiations on %be. :..uajo-~ issues but it had done its best to pave the ~,.,o-,r,....~ for ' 

negotiations. On the basi", of its achievements~ it would be possible to launch fresh 

efforts in order to ensure tl,_e succes"' of the Santiago Conference. In l~J vie~,.r~ no 



time should be lost in el~bab!ishing informal contacts for discussion of the outstanding 

questions, taking s, ccoun% of communities of interest and seeking genuine solution,<:. 

Although it might be difficult to carry on political negotiations in the Colmuittee~ it 

would be dangerous to ~.;:ait till the Santiago Conference opened before starting them. 

The value of the work of the Sub-Committee lay in the fact that i% ~_ad succeeded 

in bringing out clearly the current trends of opinion in a con~mittee of 92 nations on 

the vital questions concerning the sea-bed. It would be difficult to ar~le ths, t the 

Sub-Committee could have produced draft articles, which had secured unanimous snpprova].o 

The Com~aittee was not~ like the International Law Coimnission~ a body oi ~ independent 

jurists. The Iniernationa! La~,.r Commission was rec:ponsible for the codification a~%d 

development of ruler; and principles of existing international lam~. The Con~mittee~ on 

the other hand, was; composed of representatives of @overnments which had different 

interests, preoccupations o "~ _~_ ......... ,.:m¢i. aspirations. In his opinion, the ~,.ro~l, - of the committee 

could not be considered as an exercise in codification and progressive de~Jelopment of 

existing international la~..~. E~isting law was inadequate, even for those who 

considered that it ~ was universal in character and should be of general ~pplica%ion. 
..~ . 

Personally, he had urged that they should pursue a more realistic course sl~_d at:~empt 

9o negotiate a new universal legal otder fdr the ses~-bed and its sub-soil.beyond the 
\.. 

• . • . . .  

limits of national jurisdiction. 

In order not to underestims, te the results that had been achieved~ it was 
. . .  

essentis, l to take account of the fundaz~ental difference between the tas!~b"S, Ssigned to 

• ~ ~ It Should an expert technical tortoni%tee and those assigned to the Sea-bed Conmuzutee. 

not be forgotten that the -pre.oaration of a treaty on the ses:-bed area po' I _ .,. s e c L  r.J o 1 . i l . e  

hi~,hly complex problems s~ud that the most important questions would prob~]31y have to 

be settled by political decisions at the Plenipotentiary Conference. 1"ioreover~ 

although all Shades of opinion ~,rere represented in the Committee~ there ~.,rere more 

than..45 nations that ~,rere not taking part in its work. In those ci,zcumsts.uces~ he 
• .. 

felt thai the text,s annezed to the report of the Sub-Committee ~-,~ere.the best ths~t 

could have been produced. The various schools of thought and area:~ of interest-~,.~ould 

thus be brought tO the attentio:d of the Conference~ and that .would msl,:e it easier 

for Governments to study the que.~t~o.ns~ particularly thor:',e that h~,d not-bsJ:en part in 

the Conm~ittee's work. The negotiation of a treaty containing genera,!ly accepts..]o!e 

articles would take place at the level of the Plenipotentiary Conference. That t,zs, s 

a task that the Conm;ittee could not pretend, to c~rry out. 



• ],Xhat was now importsnt ~,~as to msd<e a fresh effort~ but at the smue time to remain 

realistic so as to avoid i&crimonyo Persona!ly~ he was :optii~istio stud fim~!y believed 

that sooner rather ths~ !a%er C~verrm~ents would t'~e the right decisions and that the 

Conference would succeed in prenaring a treaty on the international r6gime s_ud ms. nmne~.~y 

for the sea-bed~ w~hich would allow its enormous potential to be hai~essed for the 

o I 4- .... benefit of all mankind Tna,~ v~s tl{e objective that the international community should 

endeavour to achieve~ • • 

He wished 9o pay a tribute to the members of the Sub-Committee s~d to the Working 

Group, whose Spirit of co-operation had made it possible, despite all diffioulties~, %o 

oomp!e%e the drafts that had been submitted to the Committee} to ezpress 1~s sincere 

tlianks to the Officers of the Sub-Committee, and. particularly to the Rsqoporteur~. :< 

Mr. M0t9/who had succeeded in producing a report that had been uns~imous!y adopted~. 

stzn-~ea its efforts, and finally to thsmk particu!~.~rly the secretariat9 which had not " ~ ~ 

snd to ~,~r. Levy, the Secret~ry of Sub-Committee I. 

Mr. MOTT (Australia), Rapporteur of Sub-Committee I, ssAd that the 

Sub-Committee's report (A/ACol3S/9~,. and" Add.l), which had been adopted uns~imously, 

did n0t: require a long in.troduct±on ~ The report was in two parts- one dealing.with 
.. . 

the backgr0und to"the ~f0rk of the Sub-Committee and the other with the wo~d<.csm~ied out 
t. 

by the Sub-Co~muittee in 1973~ in addition~ there were three anne~es~ the ..fi.rst two of 

which were an inde~ of the documents submitted to the SUb-Committee end s~_ .index of the 

surmnary• records of_ the :Sub~-Commit%ee ~: and the third which contained the c~~ "i ~t. tex.t:.~ ~'::, The 

bulk of the work had been carried out by the ~,¢orking Group which had been asked to 

prepare te~ts on the statUs~ scope snd basic provicions of the international r4gime 

and on %he status~ scope~ functions s~d powers of the international machiner~j, As a. 

result of the Work perfo!tmed by the Croup~ the Sub-Cormnittee had .been able %o submit a 

. . . . . . . .  ~'o~es of important te~x@s that couid~be eNoected~ to serve as a bs~sis• _,or the deci ~:',.,].on,_,~' 

of the Conference° 

The 0HAI~~[ ]?r0po;~ed that the Com~ni%tee adopt the report of Sub-Comm/'ttee I 

(A/AC.138/94 and A d d . l ) ,  ~,.~h.ioh would be annexed t.o its o-v~n r e p o r t .  

The rep0rt 9f_ Sub-Conm~it-~ee. 7_ ~ 8  J_8_8_8_8_8_8_8_8_~~ .¢dd~l] was_ ad°~ted° 

The _me~etin rose at !i°! ~ aomo 
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