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CLOSDRE OF TBE SESSION (continued) 

~(!r. RO~'~NOV (Union of Soviet SocialiSt Republics) said that after reviewing 

the work done~ his delega%ion had ~ arrived at ~he conclusion that the preparato_~r work 
. . 

had not been completed and should therefore be continued. It had noted with 

satisfaction that a number of other delegations shared that view~ as was shovaa in 

particular by the Mexican representative' s statement at the IO3rd meeting. 

When the General Assembly had decided~ at its twenty-eighth session~ that the 

Committee would h01d two sessions in 1973~ it had not excluded the possibility that 

the preparatory work for tl~e Conference should continue beyond those two sessions. 

In operative paragraph 5 of part A of its resolu%i0n 3029 (XXVII)~ the Assembly had 

decided to review at its twenty-eighth session the progress of the preparatory work 

of the Committee and~ if necessary~ take measures to facilitate completion of the 

substantive work for the Conference and any other measures which it might deem useful 

Since the preparatorsj work on %he substance of the Conference had mot been completed, 

it would be necessary %o take the measures in question. The form and duration of the 

additional preparatory work could be de%ermined by %he General Assembly itself, of 

which the Committee was a subsidiary body. Throughout its successive sessions~ 

the Committee had always applied the method of consensus and i%~should continue %o 

do so~ in particular for %he articles which hs~d no% been approved on second reading. 
. . . . . . . .  

The represen%a%ive of Turkey had righ%iy argued a% the 105rd meeting %ha% %he 

preparatoz~j work for %he Conference should not be conducted on the basis of majority 

decisions. To do so would be to treat %he solution of %he problems involved merely 

as a mathematical exercise, stud he fc~ o one was firmly in favour of %he consensus 

method~ which was the very essence of international co-operation. He also shared 

the views expressed at the iO3rd meeting b~, the -~] - B~_garman representative that the 

additional preparatory work should not b unduly prolonged. 

In conclusion~ he stressed that the establishment of a 200 mile territorial sea 

was not in line with any m~ule of international law. A large number of States 

refused to recognize that limit~ or els~ Tished to see different provisions adopted. 

There was also a proposal for the establishment of an exclusive economic zone~ but 

it was only one of several altem~natives proposed. 

Mr. A~[DERSEN (Icelsmd) said that although +he results achieved during the 

present session might be disappointing~ it hs@ ne~ ~rtheless provided s~ opportunity 

for different points of view to be expressed. The Icel~dic Ceiegation would have 

preferred the General Assembly to be given stronger and more explicit guidance. 
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Widely •sponsored texts proposing a ma~:imum limi~ o ~' 12 miles for ~he territorial sea 
' .. 

and aa~. exclusive economic zone of up ~o 200 miles would have clarified %he sibuation~ 
• .. 

• • --~.. . 

nevertheiess~ the. various proposals that had been put forward a~d %he statements %hat 

had been made would help %o show wi?.a% the position was. 

, ] ~ -  Since all those proposals would be e?,s;.?.~ine.~ o y the Genera]. Assembly~ his 

deiega%ion hoped •that further efforts of coos~]tation and co-opera%ion would be made, 

]~% was opposed to any de.lay in the Committee's work and considered %hat tl~e proposals 

made by the Mexican represenbative a.b the previous meeting deserved ca,ref-al 

consideration. 
.. . •, . 

I { "  Tk~TC ~ ~-~..,~ s " ~ ~ " • r ,  ~ ,~u&~.~ ( Y e m e i i )  s a i d  ' ~ . ~  h i  d e ! e g a % i o z ~  w a s  f , - - - ~ a t l y  . ~ m ~ e r e s ~ e ~ t  ff~2 t h e  
.. 

Com~tJ_i, tee~s work. I% wished 9.o pay tribute to %he eminent jurists and diplomats who 

"~",.~:~-_~ defeilded bhe v~ews i% held~ _Pa~"ticular].Y on i,%nocent passage~ a question of 

importance to ..... Yemen as a co~a:ntry bordering straits~ and on %he exclusive economic 
.. 

zone, I% hoped %ha% %he countries concerned would make fur%her concessions %0 ensure 
,. 

+...he final success of %he Committee' s work a~d %o ensure that fairness prevailed over 

,~.ue i:a%eresbs inherited from a seIfish past 

A f t e r  b r i e f l y  r e v i e w i n g  the  h i s t o r y  of  %he Commi t t ee ' s  work~ %h£ CHAIRMAN 

~:oted tha%~ a% its %wen%y-sevenbh session~ the Cenqral Assembly (resolution 

..t~-"~"~-9 (XX%rll)) had reaffix.taed %l)e Committee J s mandate and had requested, i% %o hold. 
.. 

f,.,..:o sessions in 1973~ ~-~ilh a view to completing its preparatory work~ and %o submit 

a re!.~ort with recommends%ions to %he G~neral Assembly a.% its twenty-eighth session. 
• . 

i t  ha.a_, in addition requ.~s%ed %he Secretary-Genera,! %0 convene the firs% session of %he 
. .  

-•~_,r'~""i_r..'l United Nations Conference on %he Law of the Sea in New York _for a period of 

~ : .  ~ - ~  - ~ r  ~...p.,.?...ox~aa%eiy two weeks (in November axld Decembez ° 1973) for the purpose of dealing 

wii;h o r g a n i z a % i o n a l  mati~ers~ and had dec ided  %o convene the  second s e s s i o n  o f  %he 
. . 

Conference a% Sam_tiago (Chile) for a period of eight weeks in April and Nay 1974 for 

• bhe purpose of dealing wi.~h substantive work mnd,~ if necessarT-~ fur%he-~ sessioms~ 
.. 

• 

tc'~,r:k~g.. . . . .  in mind the o~er~'~ of the Austrian Government of Vierma as a site for %he 
: .• 

uo .u : - ,  fence in 1975. 

In the same resolution~ the Assetr,?oly ~naa~ authorized the Secret stay-General, in 
,. ... 

consultation with the Chairm~. of' the Committee~ to make such arrsmgemen%s as migh~i be 

i"ecessa.ry for the effici "'~ . . . .  eno organiza-bion of the work of bne Conference and~ towards 

.:he end of its spring 1973 sessJ_oii,: the 0omm-ibb~e had requested the Chairm_~n %0 
• . 

hold informs~i consults%ions with the geographical •groups and individual members of 
... 

i ,"I o . L  m'~ c}~e uomm.~tee regarding org'amizationai ma%%ers~ including %he rules of procedure o.~ 



the Conference. The J_ntention was to secure as large a measure of agreement as 

possible on matters of organ.~zat_ion and procedure so as to facilitate the work of 

the inau~irs.] .... ~ession. So far~ the consultations held had not achieved any concrete 

results. He therefore urged the various regional g•oups to examine the problems 

further after the end of the session; he himself would hold consultations in order 
• . 

to secure some measure of understanding. 
.. 

Needless to say, the consultations and discussions which would take place within 

the various regional groups should not be confined to the members of the Committee 

but should include all members of the group in question. 

The most important question was to determine whether the Committee had made 
.. 

sufficient progress to justify a recommendation to the Ceneral Assembly that it 

should adhere to the original decision to hold the second session of the conference 

in April and May 1974. The maim achievement of the Committee had been the adoption 

in 1970 of the draft declaration Of principles governing the sea-bed and tl~e ................. 

approval in 1972 of the list of ,t :bjects and issues~ which was the outcome of 

strenuous negotiations and could well serve as the basis of the agenda for the 

Conference. 
.. 

• . 

If ~he Committee had been able t.o discharge its mandate in ideal fashion~ it 

would have prepared a consolidated te~t dealing with the two main sections of that 

mandate, namely (a) the international r~,gime - including international machinery 
• . . 

and the question of limits and the equitable sharing of benefits derived from the - 

exploration and exploitation of the resources of the sea-bed and its sub-soi!~ and 

(b) the other issues of the law of the sea soecified in the list of Subjects and 

issues. 

If that ideal result had not bee~ att~.ined~ the reason was tha%~ unlike the 

preparations for the previous two Uni'~ed Nations Conferences on the La~,i of the Sea~ 
• . 

which had been entrusted %o the International Law Commission a body of j~_~ists - 
. . . -  

t h e  preparations for the Third conference had been tmdertaken by a large Committee 

whose approach was essentially polit:ical. That difference in approach reflected the 

changes that had occurred since the Second Conference on the Law of the Sea~ mad. 
• ... 

it was therefore a matter neither for surprise nor for criticism that the results of 

the Commit±,ee's efforts were not similar to those achieved by the International 

Law Commission. 

General Assembly resolution 3029 (XXV!i) implied that the Committee would assist 

" ° rp the Assembly in deczd!n~ whether the preparatory work Which had been done was of a 
• . 

nature to justify holding the inaugural session of the Third United Nations 

Conference on the La~.r of the Sea cluring %.he twenty-eighth session of the 

Ceneral Assembly, and the firs + substantive session at Santiago (Chile) in 
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April stud May 1974. • It was tl!erefore necessary to have a clear understanding from 

the outset on what had been expected from that preparatory work and what w.as fea.sible, 
• . .. 

having regar d. to the composition and character of the Committee. Different 

delegations had adopted different yardsticks for measuring the prog~_-ess that had been 

made, and there was not enough agreement in the Committee to justify makin~ a 
.. 

• recommendation to the General Assembly as representing a consensus. 1% was 

abundantly clear, however, that a large number of delegations favoureS, holding a 

first session in April and May 1974 at Santiago, PreCeded by an inaugural Session 
• i ! 7 : ;  

during the twenty-eighth session of the General Assemb.ly, because they believed that 
..... 

i% would give delegations an incentive to negotiate in order to narrow their 

differences. A sense of urgency would thus be imparted to the international 
.. . 

community and the necessary momentum created to carry it towards the conclusion of 

a treaty. That powerful ar£:ument ,was~ however, rejected by certain delegations~ 

who felt that the prog~z.ess accomplished was not sufficient, that the preparatory work 

had to be continued and that the Comraittee' s mandate had %o be reaffirmed for that 
.. 

. . .  

purpose .However that might b e, delegations agTeed in thinking that informal 
.. 

negotiations should be continued zmtil the Santiago Conference, in Order to establish 

the basis of a political zmdersta,nding which would contribute to a reconciliation of 

divergent views. In his opinion9 the .formulation of an agreed text, which was 
.. 

desired in some quarters, was ~likely to prove possible. It would be preferable 

to persevere wit, h negoti.at.ions rather than reiterate fixed positions, and it was 
... 

important not to .lose sight of the fact that any compromise would require efforts 
: . ~ . 

on both sides. It would be left to the General Assembly. to make an assessment of 

the preparatory work so far done by the Committee and to take a decision accordingly. 

He:wished..to.e~press to the members of the Committee his apprec±s]t~0n for the 

confidenc.e %hey had placed in him throughout the six years during which he had 
.. . 

presided over the Sea-Bed Committee. Those six years had been a highly rewarding 
.. 

experience for him and had engoled him to meet some of the leading minds in the 

international legal community and to form deep snd enduring friendships, He 

expressed his g&oatitude to all those who had helped the Committee in its work, and 
.. 

in particular to Mr. St avropou!'os, Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs, and 

I'4r David Hall., Secrets.ry of the Committ~e~ he also thanked all the memoezs of the 

Secretariat whose unceasing efforts~ often unseen~ had hel ed the Committee to -.,proceed 

with its work. On his o¥,~., behalf ~d on behalf of the Committee~he wished to Shank 

most specially the Director-General of the Office of the United Nations at Geneva and 
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the members Of his staff for all their efforts to provide facilities for the 

Committee rs sessions at Geneva s~d to make those meetings pleasant. He also wishe~ 

to say how much he owed to all those ~ho had been most closely associated with his 

o~ work~ and in particular the Ch~irmen~ Vice--Chairmen and Rapporteurs of the three 

Sub-Committees. He also thanked the specialized agencies and the intergovernmental 

organizations whose representatives and observers had participated in the Commi+tee's 

work~ making special mention of the Fisheries Committee of FA0, the !nterna@ionai 

Oceanographic Commission~ the Intergovernmental Maritime Consultative Organization 
J : 

and the United Nations Environment Programme. The Committee had Consistently 

striven, in accordance ~ith the resolutions of the General Assembly9 to avoid any 

duplication of activities.with those institutions and organizations. " 
• 

F inally~ he wished to stress %hat~ if the Conference on the Law of the Sea was 

to be successful and establish a viable and durab!e law~ it was essential to ......... 

recognize the supremacy of justice and equity. All parties should realize the 

limits of their strength~ whether it was based on power or on numbers~ for it was 

urgently necessary that negotiations should continue. Such negotiations, which 

could proceed on the basis not only of geographical groups but also of g-r0ups 

sharing common interests and concerns~ offered given a willingness to compromise~ the 

only real hope of success. It was important not to fritter away t~at opp6rtunity~ 

since it might well be many years before a ne~,~ chance arose to draft a consolidated 

law of the sea which would bring peace and harmony, ~ law which would be appropriate 

to the circumstances of the modern world and Consonant with the principles of the 

Charter of the United Nations. 

Mr. CISSE (Senegal)~ speaking ~ behalf of the Group of African Conntries~ 

stated that the Croup~ which had not been consulted on the matter~ wished the 

Conference on the Law of the Sea to meet in i974~ at a date to be determined by the 

General Assembly. In the meanwhiie~ the members of the African_ Group would endeavour~ 

at a conference of ministers of foreign affairs to be held before the Conferenoe~ %o 

bring their positions into line~ bearing in mind those of the other groups~ in the 

hope of arriving at a law of the sea cs;p~ole of bridgink<the gap between the developing 

and the developed countries~ with @~!e regard for the interests of the geogTaphicaliy 

disadvantaged countries. 
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Mr. Z~3CEBS (Chile) said %hat~ as representa%ive of %he host country for 

the Conference~ he welcomed tn~1~ progress made since %he ques%ion o{'_ the pes, cefui 

uses of the sea-bed Inad been placed on the agenda of %he General Assembly. It 

would now be for %he Assembly to %ske the necessary decisions regarding %he 

forthcoming Conference on %he Ls,~,J of the Sea. Chile~ for its part~ would welcome 

any suggestions. 

Af%er an e~chsm~ge~ o;f c_.m~ur___%esies ~ ~the~ Cha_i,rmap_~ ~dec_lare_d~%he__ses_sipn c!ose_c_t. 
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