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OPENING OF ~TE SESSION 

The CHAIP~¢ declared the session open and welcomed the participants. He 

.. ~ ° J G . - thanked }@. WinsDea_~e Guicciardi~ the Dzrec :.or- ~.eneral of the ~Tnited Nations Office s.t 

Geneva, for the interest that his Office had shown in the work of the Committee and 

for its co-operation~ a~d invited him to read a stat.ement on oaha.~z of the 
• . . 

Secret ary--Gen era].. 

~r. WINSPEJ~ GUICCIARDi (Director-General of the United ~,Tations Office at 

Geneva) said that~ as the Secretary-,-Genera:l had to be at Helsii~i On 3 July for the 

opening of the Confe-:ence on European Security and Co--opers:bion, he could not attend 

the opening of the session. ~,h ~. Stavropoulos~ Under-Secretary-~General for Legal 

Affairs 9 who was to have t~cen his place~ had been delayed. On behalf of the 

Secretary--General, he assured the Committee that the Conference would have the full 

attention of the United Nations, especially with regard to its political and economic 

implications. The Secretary--General hoped that the forthcoming discussions would help 

to produce broad guidelines for United Nations action to deal ~,rith the difficult 

problems concerning the Law of the Sea. 

ORGf~NIZATI ON OF WOPd('- " 

The CHAIP~'~AN said that the present session should mark the end of the 

Committee's preparatory work for the third United Nations Conference on the Law of 

the Sea. The General Assembly had provided for further ]?reparatory sessions if 
• .. 

necessary. He hoped~ however~ that the work accomplished during the present sess±on 

would mal~e that m~mecessary. 

At the meeting of the bureaux of the }~in Committee and the Sub-Committees held 

that morning, it had been agreed that the Sub-Committees mud working groups would 

resume work immediately~ taking up where they had left off on 6 April. 

The following facilities would be provided during the session~ a summary record 

would be drachm up for one morning and one afternoon meeting each day~ interpretation 

would be provided for three meetings in the morning and t1~oee in the afternoon~ thus 
• .:. 

giving the organs of the Cormnittee ample opportunity to meet. 

Referring to the Committee's repor%~ he said that the General Assembly was to 

consider the question of invitations and of participation im the Conference and other 

related matters~ in accordance with its resolution ]02 9 A ()D[VTi)~ early in its 

twenty--eighth session The Committee's report shou_c therefore be ready by then to 

o .f~ . be considered; zo_ that to be possible the report should be kept as short as possible 
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He therefore proposed that only documents issued by the Committee as such should be 

annexed to the report, and not, as in recent years~ documents submitted by individual 
r-4 

delegations. ~e ..... ommittee could, however~ declare where appropriate that given 

documents should be regarded as annexed to its report, although they would not be 

reproduced in it. 

It would also be possible to save time if, instead of reissuing the summary 

records in final form, the corrections made by ~ delegations to the provisional records 

were circulated° If the Con~nittee should decide to adopt that course~ the 

corrections would be circulated soon after the close of the session in a single 

consolidated document. 

In accordsmoe with past practice, he proposed that the main Committee should meet 

at regular intervals during the session. ~ the early stages~ one meeting a week 

should be Sufficient. The next meeting of %he Committee would therefore be held 

at I0,30 a.m. on 9 July. ............ 

It was so decided. 

~ir. BiH~ULA (Peru) said %hat~ in his opinion ~, documents submitted by some 

delegations, including his 0vn~, should be annexed to the Committee's report. To 
• 

depart from that practice would be prejudicial to delegations which submitted 
b 

documents. During the present session, which was the last to be held before the 

United. Nations Conference on.the L&w of • the Sea~ an evaluation should be made of the 

results achieved so far, so that all delegations would be fully aware of the 

silu~ation. Peru wished to ma/~e a statement on that subject at the next plenary 

meeting. 

l~h-. CASTAkTEDA (~Jlexico) said that he too saw no justification for the 

proposal that documents submitted by delegations should not be annexed to the report~ 
..... 

It was desirable that the participants in the Conference should have as milch 

information as possible, provided by the work of the Comr~ittee stud the proposals made 

by States~ on which to form their opinions. Little time ~rould be saved by not 

incorporating %he documents of delegations in the repo2t~ since it was not the 

reproduction of prepared documents submitted by deleg&tions which took time~ but the 

-. "~q summaries made of such documents by the Secretariat and t~_e other documents drawn up 

by the Secretariat. 



.S i r  R o~er JACi~l~rCi (United. T.:~ingdo:,-_,) said -~hat~ in  order  to take in to  

account both the Cl~s.i~m~ai~'s desire for s~-~plification a n d  the concerns_ expressed 

by Peru and Mexico~ the delegations could perhaps s%ale~ at %he end of the 

discussions~ whether they ~.~±shed their docctments %o be submitted to %he 

Conference° 

}.ft. ABDEL~{~IID (~gyp~) said %ha-~ he ss.~.: no need for the qu.estion o2: 

. oio -~ %he con%en%s of %he report to be se%t!ed £orth~.~i%h In the course of %he ses~ ~- 

d~legations wou]id no doubt m~-..~;~o-~ %o strike a balance bet,.-reen the various views 

expressed. " 

TI%e::C~IP~'~'~ said that he hoped that %.he Peruvian text whAch %he 

representative of %ha% country had mentioned vould be accepted by .%he Committee 

and tha%i% would therefore be incorporated in the report as a draft ar%ic!e 

submitted %o the Conferenceo 
~ • 

He proposed that %he question of %he contents of the Committee's report 

should be left in abeyance and tahen ,o.p !a%er in %he session ..... 

I% ~-~as so decided. 

}~_r. HALL (Secretary of the Commit%ee)~ replying %o a question by 
• . 

Mr. P~fRDO (Malta)~ said %hat a% its preceding session %he Committee had asked 
L 

the Secre%aria% to prepare in addition %o %he reports on the economic 
• 

implica%i0ns of jurisdic%iona! !imi~s calied for in GeneralAssembly resol'u%ions 

5029 ~ and C (XXVII)~ a report On precede:n%s concerning .%he provisional entz~r 

into force of mul~ila%era! co~zTen%ions~ a report oneconomic developments and 

a master file of ~es.--ted Con~nit%ee doc~_,~e=itation, The repo:t under resolutions 

o and C was ., ~02~: B before %he Committee. in document A/AC !~8/8.7. The re.port on 

precedents for %he provisional en%r~,~ into force of multilateral conventions 

• - ' ~ / ~ " o  appeared in docm~len% A/AC.!;:o/ooJ The report on economic developments was 

expected ~0 be available wi%hii/ a few d~zys, The Secretariat Proposed %0 make 
• . . 

2 -  - ~ - ~- -~ " an introductory statemeno regarding those r~por~s at the next meeting o_, the 

Committee, The master file of Sea-Bed Committee documentation was avails~ble 

for consulta%ion by de!ega%ions ill rooni A.662 of %he ~alais des Nations. A 

staff member wou!d be on hand %o assist members in %he use of the file and an 

index to its contents ~.ras available. The file included copies of all %he past 

doc~:]en%a%ion of %he Committee and of %he preceding Ad Hoc Co_mm..i%%ee~ as also 

the relevant General Assembly docu_<.en~m -~oo,~ ~ in all the wowking languages, Joinedd 

to i% was a co!lectionf of relevant doou'J~.en%a%ion of %he specialized agencies, 

Other relevant ma%eria!~ su.cn as %ne documents o f  %he 1°58 and 1°60 Ls.~-.~ of the 

Sea Conferences~ was aqso n :!-ble for consultation in %ha% room . . . . .  c .V , -O .  J...,_ ~ .  ' 



The Secretariat had also been asked %o distribt~%e copies of certain 

documlents prepared for %he Pacem in ]~iaribL!s convocation. Those ~sere being 

reproduced and wot;:_o, be circulated in the near fu.tL~.re. 

Mr. CISSE (Senegal) said that 61 African States members of the 

Organization for African Uni"~r meeting at Add~ s Ababa, had adopted -the 

"Declaration of Addis Ababa '~ ~hich dealt ~;ith most of the o, ues%ioms relating 

%o the Law of the Sea. He ~ou!d like that Declaration to be reproduced in all 

the working !angaages stud circ~.ia%ed as a ~:o~,:ing oocum~en%o It would represent 

a contribution by Africa 9o the solL~tion of the problems u~der consideration. 

The CHAIP~L~;f said that~ in the absence of amy objections~ the r eq~tes% 

by the representative of Senegal would be granted. 

~_r,~ !,~o!~SPEIL~d~ GUICCIARJ)I ~irector-Genera! of the United Nations 

Office at Geneva) Seid that the Secretai3r-Ceneral ~Tas preoccupied with the 

increasingly adverse effects of the critical financial situation of the 

United Nations on its reputation and on the efficiency and effectiveness of its 
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

future operations. The Secretazy-Genere,1 had made it clear that, as far as 

1~°72 was concerned~ the b~dget s.ppropriations had to be administered in such 

a manner as to achieve a final unexpended balance of ,!~,~6 million~ ~,.d]ich ~.~as the 

approximate equivalent of the s, nticipated shortfall in the payment of assessed 

contributions. With regard to 197~i~ he had stated that it was essential that 

the Secretariet should sho],.~ maximum] restraint in its estimates. He had 

indicated~ in partic~.lar~ that even in circm_,~.stances where a legitimate case 

could be made for the streugthening in 197~;; of particular offices and deoa~'ment-i z 0, s~ 

he would not seek the necessary provisions for s~ch purposes u_util present 

difficulties had been resolved. 

The Secretariat had already responded positively to the Secretai~--ceneral's 

appeal but it ~.,,Tas evident that~ if the goals ~.d~ich the Secretary-General had 

defined were to be reached~ -;t ~:~o~ld be necessary also %o secure the full 

support of the vario,~s United T~ations bodies ~:~c~ initiated ne~: progrsjm~es 

an~ activities. The Secretary-Genera! therefore felt it to be his outy to ma_,ce 

all United N~tions counci!s~ co~m~issions ai.-d co~::m~ittees m~are of his 

_ ~-- ~ did t preoccupations and }~is objec~_<es. ~e no consider that the application 

of a policy of financial restraint necessarily meant that new progrs~:,m~es and 

activities could not be undertaken. The aim slnou!d rather be to seek to 

accommodate such new responsibilities x~zithin %he staff resources ~:~hich ~ou.ld 

have become available as a result of the completion of prior tasks or by the 

assigr~nent of a low order of priori~j %o certain continuing activities. 



A/AC. i}S/m{, o 4 - 6 - 

The Secretary-General ~as confident %hat %he Co<,m~ittee on the Peaceful Uses 

of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor ~-~ould help him to attain those objec%ives~ 

which~ in his opinion " ~ ano. in the - ' c it s were in the best presen ~ c~m~ tances 

interests of the United i,Ta%ions. 

}-"it. SANTA CRUZ (Chile) pointed out that the members of the Cor:m~ittee 

were already showing %he moderation re¢,,'tlested by ,the Secretary-General. The 

latter could not hope~ however~ b_,~.~ the ~uestion of the sea-bed vould not 

generate new expenditure, myron if the aim ~,~as %o secure maximum~ econon~y~ 

the necessary £mads shotl!d be forthcoming for fundsmenial activities of major 

importance. 

The CHAIP~'IJ~{ asked %he Committee to take note of the 

Secretary-Cenera!'s remarks. He pointed out -bhat~ strictly spes/king~ the 

Committee had no progrs_~ne but it had a moral ob!igation to discharge. 


	MAIN MENU
	PREVIOUS MENU
	---------------------------------
	Search CD-ROM
	Search Results
	Print

