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REPORTS ON T~E WORK OF TI~ SD~-CO}~TTEE~S !'/,[D WOP~<INC GROVPS 

~{r. ~GO (Cameroon)~ Chairman of Sub-Committee I~ reviewed the work of his 

Sub-Committee~ which was responsible for pre]?aring ~ draft treaty articles concerning 

the regime, including an international machinery~ for the s~rea beyond the limits of 

national jurisdiction. The Sub-Committee had not often m~t since the beginning of 
• 

the session, because the deiega%ions preferred on the whole the less formal and 

more f!exfble procedure of discussions within the Working Group. The Chairman of 
.. 

Sub-Committee I considered that~ in view of %he stage reached in the discussions on 

the issues before %he Sub-Committee and the amount of time %hat was left~ i% was now 

imperative to take stock of the work done and that movement fol~:rard towards the 

adoption of an e malytical text and not of a simple comparative doctmlent was the 

only desirable progress at the present stage . . . . . .  

In his opinion~ the Sub-Committee should now change its method of work as time 
... 

was pressing. At the Sub-Committee's meeting in the afternoon, he would submit 

proposals on the prog~ramme of work for the following ~ four weeks. For the time being, 

the Sub-Committee w&s continuing its first reading on the second item on its agenda - 

the international machinery. A% the next meeting of the Main Cammit~ee, he should 

be in a position to submit a fuller report on ~he programme and substance of the 

work of the Sub-Committee. 

Mr. GALI}~O POHL (El Salvador), Chairman of Sub-Committee II, made a 

progress report on the work of his Sub-Commi%tee~ which had me% three times during 

the week to hear the oral presentation of many proposals by delegations. Those 

proposals would serve as a basis for the efforts of the Sub-Committee and its 

Working Croup to achieve agreements which would enjoy wide SUplO0i-t. Although some 
" ~ • ..,L. J ..... ": 

proposals differed considerably and it would be a hard task to narrow the g'ap between 
• . 

them, others were so cl0se %o one ~.nother %hat it should be P0ssible to draw up 

common texts, In any case~ their Sponsors had started discussions for that purpose. 
. . . . . . . . . . .  

In all, twenty-two p-,-oposals relevant to %he work of the ~Zub-Commi%%ee had been 

submitted~ and they would be examined~ %og~ether with proposals made earlier~ in %he 
.. 

comparative table which %he Secretaris~t was preparing. 
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.. 

The full working Group h&d met three times under the chairmanship of Mr. Kedadi 

and had considered the following issues in detail: the continental shelf of islands, 
.. 

the delimitation of the territorio.l sea between opposite States ~ ~nd the economic 

zone. The Group had considered the proposal by Austrs~lis~ and Norway (A/AC.138/SC.II/L.36) 

and had compared it with the proposal of Turkey (A/AC°I38/SC.II/L.22). Several 

representatives he.d also raised the question of limits and had referred to the position 

s~dopted by various delegations. The meetings of the Working Group were marked by frank 
. . . . . .  

discussions, which hmd sometimes token on a polemical turn when views expressed were 
• . . .  

clearly antithetics.l. He believed that when the Sub-Committee he~d before it the 

comp~.~gtive table he had referred to, it would be in a better position during the 

coming week to continue the consideration of outstanding issues. He also hoped 
. . . .  . 

that ~%ny delegations would have successfully completed their consultations to reach 

wider agreement•and to reduce considerably the n-~mber of variants~ those consultations 
.. 

could pare~llel the• meetings of theWorking Group. There were still many variants 

and their formulation in clear terms would be one of the best results that the 

Sub-Con~nittee could hope to achieve during the next two weeks in order to prepare 
• . 

the next stage of the negotiations. 

.Mr. van der ESSEN (Belgium)~ Ch~irms2 of Sub-Committee III, said that his 

Sub-Committee, which had held two polenary meetings to continue the general debate on 
• ~ . . .  . ".. .~ . . . . . .  . . .  

the transfer of technology, would meet e~ge~in next Friday to heo.r two spesakers on theft 

question. Delegations had submitted proposs~Is concerning the pollution of the mrine 
• . 

environment and scientific research. In mddition to plenary meetings, Sub-Committee III 
• : 

had worked, in its Working Group ii, on the preservation of the marine environment. 

It had considered questions of technical assists~ce to control pollution, o. dr~ft 

article on co-operation %o unify scientific criterio~ for pollution control standards 

stud, lastly, pollution surveillsmce and alamn procedures. 
.: 

Working .Group Iii on scientific research s~-nd the tremsfer of technology hs~d held 

one meeting , for the purpose of fixing a tJnne-limit for the submission of proposals 

so that the Secrets.ria% Cottl£ drawup a comparative table. The Working Group could 

begin its re~l work on the following day since its regular chairn~o~n had arrived 

in Geneva. 
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l~[r. SANTA cruz (Chile) said %ha% he would like to put forward some 

considerations .in connexion with %he ou%lo0k for %he Conference on the Law of %he Sea~ 
• .. .. • 

%o be held at ss, n~io2g6~ Chile~ in April 1974. ~he international situ;~%ion seemed %o 
• . . . 

• .~ . . .. 

him most re, route, hie for negotia%ions of %ho, t importance- political %ensi0ns were 

easing and at the same %ir~e economic relations were developing between Stales with 
• . 

• : . •, . :.: 

different systems. After a quarter of a century of cold war~ the world could discern 
.. .. . . . ... . 

fresh opportunities for better international oo-opera%i0n. The future of %he seS~s 
• . • ~ ...... . 

c~d oceans, which were the concern of the Co~.~nittee, could well be ~he catalyst of .... 
.. 

• . 

%hat renewal of world co-opera%ion. The use of oceans as a majOr means of c ommu~i6~tion~ 
.. . . .,. :... :.: ...- ... . . . . .  • . 

the preserve%ion of the marine .... en@irbnmen%~ and gred%er knowledge of that essen~:iml 
-- .. :- • . . . . .  .[" :.. '. 

element of the biosphere were Very important objebtives. The work was at one ~,nd %he 
: . . . . . . .  . , . . . .  . . f "  . . . . .  . . .  . . . .  

somme time of a leg~i, economic and p0i£%ical nature and, along"wi%h the :pr0t@c%ion 
• ... .. . . . . . :.,. . 

of %he environmen%~ was one of %he most ;promising %asks %ha% %he United No]%ions ho, d 
. . . .  , .. 

recently underts/keh. Indeed, on the Success of that Conference would depend no%. 0nly 
- ,  . . .  . - f .  , . . . , .  : , ~ . . . . 

the future of the seas a~d oceans9 but also %ha% of the United Nations, which was 
. . . .  ,v 

being widely criticized today. ' " ' 
• . . . . .. • • : . . .  . .  T "  " ' "~ . h .  . ,  

, .  

As the Conference on: the Law of the Sea w~;S %0 be held-:-in:...@hile, he-.:.:eould already 
• . .- -.... -- .. • 

~nnounce %ha% his cou.n%ry9 proud %0 have been Ohdsen~ had begum %he necessary 
• 

• : • 

preparations %o ensure that the orgsmization of %he Conference gave %o its 9b~rticipants 
• . . 

as much satisfaction aswas expressed in connexi0n ~ith the ThirdUni%dd NationS 
• . . .. .. . - . . .  , .. . 

Conference on Trade and Deve!0pm@n%. " ' ' 

To bring such an international negO~ir,%ion " [ 6  h successful conclusion wc~S' ~ 
. ..... . . . .  .. !- . ..;- , 

very imports]n% and urgent objective~ as was recognized by %he General Assembly o,% .... 
. . . . .  . .... . . . . . .  .. : . 

its twenty-seventh sessionwhen i% took specific decisions on the date ~md ple, ce 
,. . 

for %he Conference. T h e  session now being held a% Geneva by %he Committee on %h@ 
• 

. • .. . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 

Peaceful Uses of the Sea-~ed w a s  designed %o provide a background for the international 
.. . . 

.. 

negotiations %0 be held ~t Santiago. " He considered ~ha% %here was every reason %0 
. . . . .  

. . . . .  . . . 

~dhe~e %0 %he %ime-%abie %hint had been adop%ed~ both %o avoid complications for 
• 

..:. . . . .. . . 

the organizing country and to maintain the momenttun Of %be negotiations. 
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It was obvious that to complete that task in keeping with thetime-table, it 

would be necessary to work and negotiate with the same intensity during the weeks 

to come. The preparation of treaty articles should be coupled with a plan for an . 

intezmational political solution, to be accepted in principle as a basis for the 

final agreement. Such a plan would embody what might be calleda "global arrangement.'! 

and might be formulated in a few fundamental articles, arrived at by consensus, which ° 
• 

might serve as a basis for a series of other options for the Conference to choose 

from. At the present session, a real effort should therefore be made to achieve. 

that fundamental agreement and reduce the number of options which %he Conference - 

would have before it, otherwise the Preparatory Committee would. Seem to have 

accom9.] ished no thing. 

It appeared that " the : main outlines of a solution had emerged during the last .... 

few weeks~ wider jurisdiction for t~e coastal State, a r4gime for the sea'bed ' 

which had the character of the "oormm6n heritage of mankind", the regulated ..... 

maintenance Of the main freedoms of ~the high seas An the waters beyond the limits " ' 

of national jurisdiction and consideration for the interests of States in a special .. 

"position. His delegation had no doubTt .that the Committee would successively conclude 

its preparatory work. It was convince~ that the delegations would speed up their" 

negotiations and conduct them ingreater depth, .without considering.it necessary 

to wait for a decision on voting procedure for the Conference. 
........ 

HiS third comment related to the new situations and problems of which mankind 

had only just become aware and for which it was going to create that new law of the 

sea. Ecology was one of those new phenomena: the biosphere, man's habitat w.ere 

threatened, and the United Nations had reflected that concern by holding the 

1972 Conference on the Environment. The Committee could not remain indifferent 

to the threats to marine life-and the ocean itself which had been described by such 

eminent figures as the explorers Heyerdah! .and Cousteau. Although the struggle to .. 

preserve the marine environment mig!nt seem-more urgent in the industrialized than An. 

the developing regions of the world, it was neverT.heless one that had to be waged the 

world over~ as was clear from the following~-two cases. 
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0n.21 July, France exploded an atomic bomb in. the Pacific. ..Several co.untries~ 

such as Japan~ New Zealand~ Australia~ Ec.ua.dor~ Peru and Chile felt threatened: 
., 

they were anxious over their natural environment, their marine~, fauna..and: the ..: . 

safety.of their inhabitants Chile had sent a protest to the French.Gov@rnmqnt~ ....... 
.~ . . . . .  .. 

.. 

• " r  ~ ." .. . . . . both to defend its endangered znte_es~s and ..to support the principles endorsed by....- 

the United Nations. . ... .... • . , 
• , 

He also drew the attention of the Commit.tee to an incident which had oo.curred 
• : .. 

on 9 Jtme 1973 in %he territorial ~....iaters of the Republic of Chile. A large ta~l[er of 

~8~000 %on.s ~ the Napier.~ carryi~T 35~281 tons of .crude oil ~. was wrecked near the 

Island of Guamb!in. Fl.yir~,~ %he Liberian flag but belongi.r~ %0 a South African firm~ 
.... 

the ship's operator was a United States national and i% was insured by British.. 
• . .  - : : .  • : .  

. . . . .  

companies,, while  i t s  viot£ms w e r e  C h i l e a n s .  Fol lowing consu l t a t ions ,  wi th  e x p e r t s  
. .  

from IMCO~. FAO and certain ..... ~riendiy.g0vernments ~ all necesss, ry action was t~en 
.-...: . : .. 

• . 

to try to limit the. extent.of" the disaster. ~ne experts having advised setting the 

ship on fire~ that was done by t-he .Chilean Air Force four days after the accident. 
:. 

Because of the in&coessibility of. %h.e area and the poor visibili%y~ it had not. yet 
., 

been possible %o determine the extent of the damage done t 9 the marine fauna andl..flora.. 

0il slicks had,. howeve.r~ spread more-than a hundred miles:-%o the south of the shipwreck. 
%,. 

No amount of compensation could ev.er make up for the damage done in those w&ters~...and 

along the coe, sts~ which had never before been polluted: He had referred to the case 

of ~%hat tanker to demonstrate the universal na.ture of marine pollution as well., as 

the..magnitude of certain problems before the Committee~ including: the need to. give 

the coastal state appropriate powers in .the matter; the problems raised by giant 

tankers~ the safety of navigati0n in general9 flegs of convenience and the need to 

ascer%.ain~ in universally accepted agreements, on whose .shoulders rested liability 

for damage. -.Such probiems,.sho.uldbe solved by the Conference and.not specialized 

forums.'.whioh possessed neither %ke legal competen.ce nor the political 

representatiVeness..~.necessaryto deal with. the matter. - 

He wished to end on an optimistic-note.. Although the .agenda was a heavy one 

and the national interests invo!ve@-.were varied.an.d complex~ it seemed that the 

Committee was making progress towards a consensus~ which was of major importance 

and which would in %he weeks to come require the tireless and unstinted efforts of 

evervone.  
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!V~r. SMALL (New Zealand) drew the Sub.Committee' s attention to the nuclear 

tests that had t~en Plice ~a~ Fhruroa in the South Pacific. The FrenchCovernment 
. . • . . 

• _. ... . . .  . ,~ . • . . 

maint~ned that"ith0Se ' ~estS presented no danger, but took care to hold them far:. 
• 

• . ~ ; 

....-'. . ,- . .. - . .  .. : • " . . . . -  ....... . .- . 

away fgom France. Ther4 was no doubt that the matter came within the mandate of :~he 

C0mmi%tee s~nce i% involved freedom of navigation~ free~_om to explore and exploit.... 
• ... .. • . ° . 

the resourc@S Of the sea •~d sea-bed, and pollution of the marine environment, while. 
• .... . ... • • . . . . • .. . • 

the committee, bY:the :terms bf its mandate, was responsible for examining every 
• .° ..- . -° .; 

With ~he law of the Sea. ii 

~e iebat;~es which £ad already taken place in the" Committee :clearly revealed 
• . • - . . • ~ : - 

the views .• 'of %he vast majority: of its members. In carrying out further tests, the 
• . . ..-.. . 

French Go ve~ent had biat/ntly ignored the expressed C0ndemnations0f nuclear 
• ~ . 

. .. ..• • :. . . °  . 

testing. "'Eve~:nuclear test in the atmosphere, whether by France or by China, .... 

constituted a re~ection of the concern expressed.by the international community,. ......... 

in international treaties, in resolutions o•f ° the General Assembly~ by the " : 
• . . . . .  . . .. ." 

specialized agencies and at the S%ockholm Conference. .The countries in the 

South Pacific region had made numerous protests. For its part, the GoVernment 

of New Zealand had fully supported the C~neral Assembiy resolution on the immediate 

cessation of all nuclear weapons tests and had protested , during the current year, . 

at tests carried out in various parts of the wo~Id. 
• . . 

In . . o rde r  to  convey to  world op in ion  and to the  French Government . the sense 
• . .  

• of frustration felt by the peoples, together with their sincere conviction that 
-, . ,- . . . .  • - :  

the explosion of such nuclear devices should cease, his Government had taken 
,.. . . ..- -. 

the unPrecedented" step ' of stationing a NeW Zealand naval vessel in the immediate 
,. .. ~ , . .  

• .. 

neighboUrhood Of the %est area. The action of the .French Government not only 

ignored internationalopinion but was in total disreg.ard of the terms of an 

order issued by the International Court of Justice- the judicial organ of the 
• 

United Nations. The consequences of such an attitude on the part 0f.:ia-c0untry 
. . . . . . .  . . . ... ; , 

which, in the: past, had played a leading role in the devei0pment of international 
: .. - 

law, should disturb every Member of the United Nations~ particularly the smaller 
-. . . . . .  . - 

nations that looked for greater acceptance of the z~ale of law. 
-. 

• .• . . .: 

His delegation was bound to express its most profound regTet at %he recent 
..-.... .. . . . .  

nuclear tee.is and hoped tiat ~France Would yet pay heed to the political and legal 
..., . . . .  - . .. - . . . .  . 

opinions expressed against the nuclear tests carried out at Mururoa' 
• .. 

• - _ . . . .  - .. •. . 
: ~ . .~ . . . .  . 
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" Mr, tL4TtRY ( iuS:t i ,  iaZi~):"ssid:."%ha~-; - b~t-reason o f  the.:.Committee...!._s. ..... ..d,u.,t. i es  in 
. . . . . .  : ..•... : . .  

the " f~e ld  o"f t h i " p r o t e c t i o n '  of '  ~the mar ine env i ronment  .and o f . :p r .epara t ions  f o r  the  
• . 

• . . 

Convention on the.: Law of :tHe Se&~ his"ielegation felt -i% imperative to raise the .. 
~ . . : . . . . . - -  . .  . - -  . . . . . 

question of the nuclelr Weapons ~ tests theft had just tN~en place"in the. Pacific Ocean., 
:. . . . ,  

. . . .  . . . . .. 

In 1972, tWelve countries~ members of the committee~ had submi:-tted a declaration 
• • . ~ . . . . . : .  . . : . - ,  . ..... 

of protest against such %ests~ which had been ~supPorted by other countries. The.. -. 
. . . . .  .- - . 

French Government had~ however, disregarded world opinion manifested:-.throu'g'h " ' 

the Committee and other international bodies. His delegation held the view that 
• .. . . . .- .. . . .. : - 

the continuation of nuclear Weapons testing in the atmosphere, which conferred 

no benefit on m~mkind and pres~e~ted"hazards to the "hes/th. /rid- even the lives of 
. . . . . .  

present and future genera%ions~ must be a mattel-"of. Condernt0 all. governments -:.. 
... 

• .. :. . ... 

which attaChed"importance tO the protection-of ~he marine: environment..Hi:s . 
• . . . . . . . . .  . .  : .  

Gover~ent, 'of course, sough~ the cessat&on not oni~V0f"the current tests in - 
. 

• - . . 

the Pacific Ocean bu~also of aii such nuclear tests, b~ any country. 
• .. . .. 

The application presented by" Australia was gtiil ~tnder consideration by the... 

Internatlon~ 'Court of' JUstice an~, in accordance with the Court,s order," his 
• ~ . . . . .  ~ . . . . .  .. o 

Government wished to avoid"'aggrava~ing Or extending .i~s disput~-.with France.. 
• • :.'i. . -'. . 

It was its Opinion, h0wever~ that the recent explosion showed., an:: open disregamd • 

by the French Government for the ~es Of international-'l'-aw and the decisions of 

the Internati0nal CoUrt of Justfce~ which had requestedit .to avoid any nuclear 
• . . 

test in the Pacific Ocean, untii"a decision had been.,r.ea~hed on the.substance of 
• 

the application by Australia and N@W :Zealand. I%"was:to be .hoped.that .the. French 
• 

Governm4nt would pay heed to the reactions to its Z.atest tests and would desist 
.,'. : ° • . 

from further explosions provoking fallout and risking.contamination o.f the marine 
. - 

environment in the Pacific region. . . . .  " " 

~ . / N ~ A I %  (Fiji) said tha~ his delegation r e g r e t t e d  that it had to 

reiterate its protests against the nuclear testing carried out bytheFrench .. 

Government a t  l ~ r u r o a  A t o l l ,  The General  Assembly-had  r e p e a t e d l y  c a l l e d  f o r  . 

the cessation of nuclear t e s t i n g - .  The Committee end its members had considered 

the question on many occasions s:nd had stressed the dangers of ~ach tests, not 
• . 

only to mankind but also to the land, water s~nd air environments. Similar views 

had been expressed at many conferences held rudder the ~aspices of the United Nations 

and its specialized agencies~ and -the United NatiOns .ocientific Comm_otee on the 
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Effects Of Atom±c Radiation had presented no less than six reports on the subject. 

On learning that the French Government intended to carry out further tests, his. 

Government had applied to the International Court of Justice for permission to 

intervene in the cases brought before the court by Australia and New Zealand. 

When the Court had made a restraining order requiring France to. desist from such 

tests until their legality had been determined, his Government had hoped to enjoy 

at least a respite from contamination of its enviror~ent. The explosion just 

conducted by France had dashed those hopes, the more so since the cumulative 

effect of such explosions on the health of peoples was now known. If, as the 

French Government maintained, those tests did not have the effects attributed to 

them by many countries aud their scientific adQrisers, why could it not wait until 

the subject had been impartially examined by the jndioial]organ of the United Nations? 

The answer was obvious. France knew that its contentions were wrong and that the 

fears expressed were well-founded. Consequently, his delegation appealed to the. 

French Government to refrain from conducting any further explosions, at least 

until the legality of its actions had been passed upon by the International Court 

of Justice. ~ 

Mr. OGISO (Japan) recalled that he had already had occasion to express 

his anxiety on the subject of nuclear weapons testing in the atmosphere. The 

news had just arrived that the first blast in a series had taken place at F~oa., 

despite the mount'ing opposition and increasing concern expressed by the whole 

world, and particularly by the States in the Pacific region. Nuclear tests, 

especially those conducted in the atmosphere, contaminated the environment.by 

increasing the level of ionized radiation and were detrimental to the health of 

present and future generations. Since such tests also constituted a hazard for 

the marine environment, the living resources and the flora and fauna of the sea, 

it was legitimate for the Committee to take a grave view of the incident and to 
• . 

express its opposition to cbntinued atmospheric nuclear testing in the Pacific 

region. It should also be remembered that the International Court of Justice 

had just made a restraining order. His delegation hoped that all States not 

parties to the Moscow Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, 

• ~. X~. in Outer Soace and under Water, would renounce any ~u_ther tests in the atmosphere 

and would become parties to the Treaty. 
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~. BEESLEY. (Canada)said it was with regret that his delegation felt itself 
. . . . .  )i . ' ~ : .  ." 

compelled to take the :floor to express the' concern of the Canadian Government a t the 
. 0 .. . 

• . . . . . . .  

continuation::of nuclear weapons testing. An the atmosphere. There ~!ras no doubt that 
p@ i @ 

the i s s u e  ~.ame w i t h i n t h e . .  Committee 's  mandate c o n c e d i n g  tl~e p r e s e r v a t i o n  of  the 
. . . . . .  • . - . :  . :  . . . . . - . . . . .  , • : . . .  . :  • .  

marine environment. All the work maderts/cen on the.legal, political, social and 
. . . . ' , .. • . .  • . .:..~ . .. .. . .. 

economic.-levels would be in vain. if it was not possible to arrest the process of 
• . ., :. 

• ., 

.. 

degradation by m .ran.of an enviroi~nent upon which~ he depended so much, namely the seas. 

The United Nations Scientific Committee on theEffects 9f Atomic Radiation had stated 
... 

' . . . - 

in 1969 that the debris from nuclear tests, in ~h.e atmosphere was still the major 
. . . .  .. .. .., ,- . . ., 0 

radioactive, cont~,minant of the environment... That finding had been confirmed by the 
. . 

.. 

report,_submitted by. the s~me Co'nm~ttee in 1972.. 
,. : . . 

..:-: H~:-.recalled the arguments.PU:t forw.ard by the..Oanadian representative to the 
. . .  . . . . . .  .. .' . .. 

Disarmament :.C.ommi'ttee. in 1975. Nuclear weapons tests, could not be .considered in 
.. .. . . . . . . .  

isolation be0aus e their e-fleets were cumulative. Each atmospheric test had to be 
• . 

seen in the .1.igh%.o f the build-up of radioactivity, That was why it was no longer 

defensible f o r  any nuclear... Power to plead that its atmospheric tests were so small 

and infrequent that they presented no identifiable danger to huma~ health o r  to the 
... 

environment. ..No increase in the exposure of the world's population to radiation 
, . 

• . _ . 

should be permit.ted unless, it could be demonstrated that there was d~6i-~:sponding 
• . .  .. . . . :  • . ., • . .  : ,  • 

benefit: . :.to mankind, such .as was. produced by nuclear power reactors or the use of 
• . . : 

. . . .  -.. .. 

., ..' :;". 

radiation for medical purp.oses° The Canadian representative had saidon that 
• . : . : - .  . . . .  . . . .  • - :  

occasion that his cour~try was .most concerned that~ despite the partial test ban, 
: . , ' ; . . .  .- .,. . o 

some countries:continued to carry out such tests. The vast majority of States shared 
• 

• . . . 
• . .. , • ~ . • . 

that concerns as sho~n% by .the n~merous resolutions adopted by the United Nations 
• . ,  . . . .  . ... 

General Assembly and other international bodies° In addition~ the international " 
.~. . • ,..: . 

l 1 ~  .. Court of Justice, which had oee__ seized of the issue~ .had directed as an interim 
. . . 

measure that the nuclear Power which was partY to the dispute should avoid nuclear 
:. . 

tests causing..the deposit, of radioactive.fall-out on the territory of the applicant 

States. .For those reasons~ his delegation had. requested~ before the Dissmm~nent 

Comm_~"~tee~ ~hat the nuclesm Powers which had previously carried out tests in the 
• . 

atmosphere -~ should cease %o do so and should accede to the Treaty. 
.. 

His .delegation.was not sing!.ing" out may cotu%try in particular. I% had long 
• 

.. 

been opposed to all forms of nuclear testing" carried out in the atmosphere~ in 
. ,. 

.. .. 

outer space or ~uder water. It regretted that~ @en years after the conclusion of ' 
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• ; : . -  ; :  . . . .  . .  

the Treaty banning ~such . tests~ some coum.tries that had not become Parties to it 

should deem it necessary to continue nuclear testing in the atmosphere, since that 

was a matter of concern to all mankind. 

of his delegation, the nuclear tests which had just ~aken place in the Pacific. 
. .  

There was no doubt that the Committee was competent to take up the question. Those 
. . . .  

t e s t s  were  . a . n e g a t i o n  o f  fundamen ta l ,  r i g h t s ~  t h e y  v i o l a t e d  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h i r d  

parties, endangered marine species, which were one of mmu's most important resources, 

and were u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  a s o u r c e  o f  d a n g e r .  When some o f  t h e .  L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s .  

had extended their jurisdiction to 200 miles from their shores for peaceful purposes, 

how many were the voices that had not been raised against a measure which was 

nevertheless indispensable? But those were the very States which were polluting the 

atmosphere and %he waters Covering the earth. Moreover~ the increase in atomic 

weapons obviously militated against the efforts to ensure world peace. It was 
• . 

impossible to claim that the tests were not dangerous. He believed that his 

country~ by extending its jurisdiction to 200 miles~ had taken the right step since~ 

in so doing, it had demonstrated that %he seas were to be used for peaceful pumposes 

and not for the benefit of just one State. 
• 

Mr. KAF~L (Indonesia) said that his country had been a co-sponsor of a 

number of resolutions designed to put an end to nuclear weapons tests whether in the 

atmosphere, on land or underground. For example, it had been one of the authors 

of a draft declaration in the Committee the year before, that no tests should be 

held if they might be instrumental in polluting the marine environment. His country . 
.. 

reaffirmed its opposition to all nuclear weapons tests~ whatever country carried 
,. 

them out. 

Mr. LARSSON (Sweden) said that his country shared the concern expressed 

by a number of delegations with regard to the recent nuclear tests in the Pacific. 

Sweden had supported: resolution 2934 A(XXV!I) in which the General Assembly had 

requested all States to accede to the Moscow Treaty of 1963 and to refrs~n from 

carrying out nuclear weapons tests. 

underground. 

Sweden was opposed to all such tests~ even 
.. 



. . . . . . .  - - 

Ir~r. ~£ENSON (Norway) Said that his Governmentwas now considering the 
• . , . 

recent nuC.leai o tests in the"Paoifio. W.~thout / prejudging ti.~.e substs~ce ofthe .... 
• . . . 

statement %hs;%"wo~id: be adopted-at the close Of.%He dis.oussion~ he :~ecslie:d. tha.%; 
.. .. 

-~ . , . : :  : Norway had acceded to the 1965 treaty baaning, nuclear .weapons tests~ and H:e 
• . .. • . . . .  

regretted that ~he obliga+Jioms c0ntaine:d-~in ' the Treaty had not been .acc:e~,.te.d"by 
::. . - . : . . . ~ .  . . • .. " . 

all countries . . . .  ". .... 

• Hr BA"]-~TGfd%%THA~ (Ind,-~.-4) said ~iia@ ~ in June 11973-the Heads of the Aus.~ralian 
• . . • ,. . ,. :-.,. • 

and Ind.ian-COvernmen%s, on th&--6%casion-o£ a visit by*~he AuSt%ralian Prime. Minister 
• , 

%o India~ had issuec!a-join% :c: " " ". • :- " o~munmque in-"whic:H": %hey- had, reiterated their . .. - 

opposilion -9o L~@s.%s carried-out in ~uy envirorur~en% and--ir,. p.articular %o .a%mo.spheric 
.. 

%es%ing~-k#i:th. Smecia], refere:noe bo Uni%ed-'~s~ions s~d W7{O resolutions on %~_e effect 

of ionizing i~adiz%ion . "Indiawas concerne@../bout, the peop].es affec%ed s_nd hoped...... 

%ha% %-he 'cOin-bry...whicli had recen%iy carried out tes%s!wOu!d £esiS%:-from-nucleax ° 
.. 

• . 

t e s t i n g  a i { o ~ e t h e r .  • . . . . . .  " . - -. " ' " - .  • "- " 
• 

Hr. "'~ELLO (He~ico ) regretted that-nUclear tes.~ing was ob-n.tinuing despit.e 
• . . . • . _ 

%he .,Moscow Ti"eaty~ and his regret ~,.Tas all-%he keener in-thai %.ests.~had rebent!y .... • 

b e e n m a d e  i n . - % h e  P a c i f i c  b y  a c o u n t r y  g r e a t l y  a d m i r e d  b y  H e ~ i c o .  ' " H e ~ i c . 0  Was  . . . . . . .  • 

opposed %0 a!l-"~,~.~pes". of -%esting~ and b@lieved thafi the inte~zns~tiohcal Community ' ..- 

should condemn %hem without exoep%ion if it was to"enjoy real moraiaUthori%y,. " . ..... 

His country appeai6dl t6 the c0un%.ries.:wi%ii nuclear weapons .to put an .@fid ~%oa.ll 

their testing, " - .~" 
-. 

~~:. TORP~S (Colombia) said that just When nego.tiitions were underway: to : ' 
. . . .  . • . • 

s%rengthen international co-operationin the ocean sire~~ tests such ~s those whi.'-ch ~ , 
• . . 

• . . .  . . . . ,. 

had just been" carried .... out -in %h.e'-?~cific represented a.setb,a.mk.,. I% was ..an. - • : 

unfortunate ac% on ~he. ! ~ . .. o a r ~  of a h a ; r i c h  w h i c h  h a d a l w a y s  b e e n  p r o u . d . . o £ " i % s  • " " ' 

sDiritua! values Co] ,~ " ~ _ . _or:.oma s~..a_ed %he concern e~pressed on ~he subject by Austrklia~ 
• . . . : • ~ . .  

• .. . .. 

Cs~. ,ada~  C h i l e ~  F i  "~'S~/ P e r u  and.  o t h e r _  c o u n t r i e s .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~-. 

i { e " a i S O  d e ' o l o r e d  %he e f f e c t s - o n  t h e  m a r i n e  e n v i r o n m e n t  sa~d o h  t h e .  C h i l e a n  

f i s h i n g ,  indust-~oy o¢ ~ - ~  " ' ' _ .  _ o~_~, a c c i d e n t  t O  t h e  o i l  t a n k e t : : " . " N a p i e r "  o f f  t h e  C t m i l e a ~  c o a s . t  . 
. . . .  

to w".ich .the- C~hilean -re.~res.en%eti~,e.had referred, - .. -: . . 

Hr, TD-~}:-~%i,.~ (Libe~ia) hbped tha% %he 9~re~ch Gover~%men% would .%a/<e into ' 

account the nmr~erous protests agsins% the %es%s it had just carried out ~_d would. • 

refrain from ~_y more testing, 
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The ~<reck of the "Napier" illustrated the dmngers of marine pollution, which 

was a matter of concern %0 the whole world and to Liberia in particular. The 

facts of the accident were not yet fully h~own~ but his country ~.,~ished to state 

that it would not turn a blind eye to cases of pollution caused by vessels flying 

its flag but would, on the contrary, ensure that they observed the relevant • 

regulations. 

Mr. RAF~REZ (Ecuador) associated himself ~ l th . the condenmation by Chile, 

Peru, Australia~ New Zealand, Csnada, Fiji and other delegations of the tests 

carried out in the South Pacific. He could not see what advantages the international 

community stood to gain from tests of that kind;-on the contraiT, they were a serious 

threat to the enviromment and to man himself. 

He wished to express his country's sympathy for Chile as a result of the 

wreck of the "Napier" which had polluted its coastal area. 

Mr. HUSSAAN (Pakist~) urged the Governments of the nuclear Powers and 

the would-be nuclear Powers %o refrain from carrying out tesis that were harmful 

to the environment. Such tests constituted a violation of the General Assembly 

resolutions on the subject. .. 

Mr. ~"~ANSALA (Philippines) associated himself ~.~th the delegations which 

had condemned the recent tests in the Pacific. 

Mr. CI~%o_ (Singapore) thought that at a time when peace was the main aim 

of the international community's efforts, nuclear weapons tests obstructed those 

efforts. All forms of nuclear testing should be banned. 
... 

. . 
• . .  

' M r , .  S/LI,YI~A_,DRUZ (Chile) thanked the representatives of Colombia and Ecuador 

for the sympathy they. had. expressed in relation to the %rs~edy of the "Napier". The 

Liberian representative, who had also referred to it, had said that }tis country 

would ensurethat vessels flying its flag ]aid not violate the relevant regulations. 

While %h~%king ~im for his words, he ~zished %o clarify one point~ Contrary.to what 

the Liberian representative had said, Chile knew the circumstances in which the 

accident hadtaken place and had just made a detailed report on them. l#nat it did 

not know were the causes of that strange accident. I% appeared that the tanker, 

while less than 50 miles_ off the Chilean coast~ had been naviga~ng~ without radar. 
.. 

Accordingly~ it might be presumed that there had been either negligence or a~_ 

error of navigation. However, that might be, C~hile did not attribute the 

responsibility for the accident to Liberia, as under the telv~s of the agreements 

and conventions in force~ the responsibility fell on the shipo~.m_ers, who ~.~ere 

South Africam. 



}Jr. J~J~q~EL (France) said he did not wish to become involved in a 

controversy over the French nuclear tests in the Paoific~ since it would delay the 
• ... • . 

• . 

work of the Con~nittee Which had. no time to lose if it wished %o m~e ,~ood prog'ress 
• .. 

. :- ... 

with its:nreDaratory ~,,~o_~i: so as %o ensure the success of the e '" oan~ma~o Con-Ference. 
• -;" ~" . --. =. ." . 

However~ ~e felt he should reply %o certain speekers to give the true facts of the 
: - ~;'. ~i • _ : i 

case under discussion. 

First of ail~ the Sea-Bed Committee had no competence in the present case unless 
. . . . .  :. - . 

. . . . . . .. . -~ . . . . 

[,herewas s, threat'%0 %he environment~ and no evidence was forthcoming to that effect. 
• . . . . . . . . .  .. . • . . ,  .; 

In a recent ~lit~. Paper Frs~ce b_s~l demons%rated~ with the support of fi~ires~ ~hat 

• i" its tests coulo, no% be ~, ~sou-z~ce of radioactive pollution. He pointed out in %hat 
~.. . . . . .  ~-.. .. 

respect that i;%]~e level Of re~ioactivity in the world hsfl dropped since 1965. 

It hod also been ssid that France disre.g°arded the concern shai-ed by %he 
• ~ .- . .." 

majority of 8% .~ ~,,eso France could t~e account only of anxieties that were well- 
. . 

fo~mded end, in %he present case~ he would repeat that there was no evidence %hat 
, .:-- . [,.:- • 

they were. Some delegations had referred in I' • '- va~e terms/to the lair of %he' Sea 
. . .  ~ ~ .. 

In that Oo_hnexion~ ~-,~nc~'~ post%ion ~ ~ ,. na~ been the same~ as that of the Governments 
• . . ~ . . .. 

of the region in the ps.s~ ~- ~-ad in particular of %ho~Zea-l~n~' GovezTk~en'~;" ~ ...... ~ := : ........ 

,&llusion had also been made %0 the position recently is/Ion ~by the ..: .- 
; .. . 

Tn% ernational n -~ of Justice . - ~our~ . For legal reasons~ set forth in the i,:rencI/ %~9i%e 

. nac3 no ju-,~isdiction whatsoever in the matter. 
• . : f  . . . .  _ . .  . i / 

C o u r t ' s  p o s i t i o u  ~,.~~based on A r t i c l e  4-1 o f  i t s  S-~atute ~ a ~  ~ c r e ~ o r c "  -~ . . . . . .  ~ no b i n d i n g  
• : ~ . .  - . . . .  . .  . . . 

. . . •  . .  . .  . . . . .  

f o r c e  o :" 

l-!e e~DresseJ his country's ~ymp~thy with Chile as a result of the accident that 
• ... -~ . 

tad o ccurreS~::t0 s, tanker off" its shores i,~'rs~ce was actively " ...... ~ in iI~!c0 e~c! . eng'aGec~ 
. . . .  . : 

~!se~]~l~ere~ in ~-~~'--~n.'-." a solution, tO such :oroblems. I% would shortly irm~orm 6q~ile 
• . 

)ftn_ contribu~ion which it intended %0 msJ~e in that respect 
. . : .  . 

. ~ '-h nuclear tests Mr SII_EN (Chins.) note~] tha,: reference had been ma£!e to ~_e 
• . 

. . 

Isle by Chin&. China ~ s post%ion in ~n~ respect was alread z ]cnovn. it was in 

s vour of the bs~nin~" and total ciest~!ction of all nuclear weapons, For the 
• . . . 

.m.z.edis,.6e' f~tu~e;~ however~ the threat h,~Id out ]:)y the super-Powez.s constrained ~ina 
• • 

o equip itself with nuclear wes.pons in se!f--defenceo It ha~! %herefore proceeded 

o r,.~..-_e a limi~sed number of %esf, s on its te-,~ritory~ tsd{ing all t~."~ necessazDr 

.... ~ '- ~he nei~-"hhourinG oonu]a%ions ~rould ,re~&u%ions %~ ensu~"~ ~L.a.~ %he ~.inese peoole .4~] ~ - _,_ .~ _, - - -  • 

ot be sSfected. He recsl!ed that his Government had stated %ha-~ ~_,:~na would never 
. . .  . - 

. •• . . 

. .. 

e ~he firs% to use nuclear w~ar.~ons 

4. " ~ih':.4; 

• . . , . .. 
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Mr. SI~iALL. (l\Tew Zealand) said that his delegation could no% accept 

the reply by the representative of France. He pointed out that the French 

representative had referred to the matter which was still pending ~ before the 

International Court of Justice. 

The CHAi~LAN, referring to the accident mentioned by the Chilean 

representative and its consequences~ asked _him to convey the Committee's s~npathy 

t o hi s count ry. 

• The mgetin~ rose ~ a.tl .... p.m. 
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