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~TERIM•REPORTS ON TH~ WORK OF SUB-CO~@~ITTEES I, II AND III 

Mr. ENGO (Cameroon)~ reporting on the deliberations of Sub-Co~ittee i~ 

said that it had decided to operate basically as a Working Oroup~ more especially by 

holding informal meetings. There was no near specific proposal to rep0r~.. The Sub- 
. 

Committee was pursuing its efforts %o formulate draft articles for submission to the 

Conference. In his view, the important decisions regarding problems of substance could 

only be taken by the Conference itself~ s~ll that the Preparato~j Con~nit%ee could do was 

to reduce differences of views by limiting the number of variants in the proposed texts. 

The Sub-Committee was facing two types of problems~ firstly9 the drafting of a 

recapitulative text dra~m up on %he basis of the many formal and infomllal proposals 

before it, which merited transmittal to the Conference~ was not an easy task. Secondly, 

the submission of new proposa!s at the •current stage was creating certain difficulties." 

some delegations feared %hat their draft would not appear in the official consolidated 
• 

text 9 while others felt that it was too late to subrmit any dr~,fts. He would endeavour 

to find a solution to that problem. In addition~ the Chairman of Working Group I was 

to submit to Sub-Committee I on i August an important report containing an assessment of 

the work of his .Group. It was his belief that new courses of action would emerge from 

that report. 

Mr. GALINDO POHL (El Salvador)~ reporting on the work of Sub-Committee II~ of 

which he was Chaimnan~ said that the Sub-Committee had held three meetings~ and that 

twenty new proposals had been submitted by a total of fifty delegations. •The meetings 

had therefore been devoted to the presentation of drafts° Delegations had been able to 

state their views in full detail and determine the extent of their agreement or 

disagreement. Moreover~ the Sub-Cormmittee and its Working Group now had a new tool at 

%heir disposal~ namely~ the tentative comparative table of proposals~ declarations, 

working papers~ etc.~ rels~ting to subjects and issues allocated to Sub-Con~uittee I! 

(SC.ll/WG/Paper No.4). The document was ve~Tf useful. It had been drs~m up by- the 

Secretariat and he wished~ through Mr. Stavropoulos~ to thank the officials ~ho had 

helped to prepare it. ~:lith the forthcoming circulation of an initial consolids, ted 

text~ the Sub-Committee would have all the material -,~equired 9o consider the questions 

entrusted to it and %o produce texts capable of facilitating negotis~tions. 
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in lJegard %o working methods, i% had been decided %hat the Sub-Cmm-_.~ittee 

~rou!d meet mainly as a Working GrouP. As such~ i% had devoted _three meetings %o 

qp_estions relating %o fisheries9 which emo~mted %o 31 proposals in all, a figure 
.:. 

~.-rhich gave an idea of the difficulty of the task involved in drafting texts that 
.. 

-. 

were reasonably similar, or at least had few variants. The subject of fisheries 

1 had not been exhausted~ the Working Group n~d therefore envisaged entrusting it to 

a SuS-gro~:p, but had in the end decided in favour of direct consu!ta~ions between 

the delegations concerned~ without setting u~p a group to deal officially with 

fisheries. 

Mr van d-_9_r ESSEN (2elgium) said that Sub-Committee !!I, of which he was 

Chairman, had held a meeting on Friday, 27 July at which it had concluded the general 

debate on the trs_usfer of technology, after which five speakers had stfomitted papers 

on marine pollution and scientific research. The bull,'_ of the work had nevertheless 

been done by W0rking Growps 2 and 3- 'Work_ng~ Group 2, .on pollution, had drafted 

seven szrticies, without variants, on the general and special obligations of States, 

technical assistance, detection and monitoring systems, and regional co-operation. 

A more delicate question still remained, ~hat of pollution standards, on which it 
.. 

v "an% . Working Group 3 would undoub%edi~r be impossible %o draft a %ex~ ~.,ri%hou% varl s 

(%rsnsfer of %ecb~lology and scientific researoh) had held three mee-~ings sad had 

embarked on a discussion of definitions and objectives in oceanographic resea~rch. 
.. 

I% had set up an informal 6,roup which had ~#orked on %he formu!a%ion of definitions 

and was %0 carry on with %hat %ask. 

In his view~ %he only suitable working me%hod £or Sub-,Con~ni~tee !If[ ~,,Tas %0 . . .  

allow 9he two working groups %o function as such9 or as restricted groups. On 
.. 

%hose %el~ns9 he re!% %ha% %he Sub-Committee would be eble %0 make considerable 

progress with its basic 9ask 9 which was 50 draw up dr&ft articles. 
.. 

0RC4d~!ZATION OF WOPJ~ 
.. 

The CHA!P~:~! observed %hat in %heir repor%s~ %he Chairmen of %he 
.. 

Sub-Committees had referred %0 %he working me%hods of %heir Su.b-Com~i%%ees and 

working groups end had made a number of comments on %he subject. He reiterated %he 

precise terms of reference of %he Commi%%ee and its Sub-Committees sad strongly 

urged de!egaiions.%o make staiemen%s which had a direct bearing on ~6he-~erms of 

_ _ "~" ~ ~he~r were pal~ticipa%ing~ and no% re~e~ence of %he particular Sub-Committee in wi_~cn " - 

. . 

%o encroach on ~he msmda.%es of the other S~fo-Cormni%%ees. 



In his'view~ the single purpose of consultations beuw~en sponsors of proposals 

tha~ were similar was to cut down areas of disagreement~ they were in no sense semi- 

official in character. The Chairme.u of the Sub-Committees could arrange for such 

consultations 9 setting aside several afternoons in which they could ¢a~¢e place. 

Delegations with comments to make ,on the organization of work were invited to take the 

floor. 

~ro KOLESN!K (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) noted that half of the 

time allotted to the Committee for its sixth session had already elapsed. He was 

perturbed at the slow progress of work~ which~ in his view~ did not augur well for the 

succe,ssful outcome of the session itse!f and for the work of the future Conference. 
... 

In Sub-Committee II~ for example, his delegation felt that the only concrete 

achievement to report was the submission of a comparative table which was the work of 

the Secretariat, while the Sub-Committee's mandate was to reach agreement on draft 

articles on the r@gime .... of the high seas~ the continental shelf~ theterritorial sea~ 

the contiguous zone, fisheries and the conservation of biological resources. His 

delegation felt that it was impossible to reach such agreement unless small working 

groups~ or contact; drafting or other groups; were established to deal with specific 

questions. That procedure was customa1~f in the United Nations when rules of law were 
~. 

being codified~ it had been used in the preparations for the 1958 Geneva Conference 
. 

on the Law of the Sea.~ later for the Vienna Conference on the Law of Treaties~ a~d it 

had proved its worth. He did not believe it possible to draft texts in meetings that 

were attended by more than eighty delegaBions. Some degree of organization was 

essential for the informal consultations thai had been proposed~ and that organizational 

role fell to the Officers of the Committee and Sub-Committees,. 

I@. LEGN~2~I (Uruguay) wished to make several suggestions which~ in the view 

of his delegation~ should help to speed up the drafting of texts and to improve the 

quality of the drafts submitted to the Worlcing Groups. ~here a new proposal consisted 

not of a simple change in existing concepts or of a variant on a previous ~ext~ but 

introduced entirely new ideas~ it should be submitted for consideration by the plenary 

Sub-Committee without discussion in the ~7orking Group~ except~ obviously, in the case 

of proposals on which there had been an immediate consensus. 

Secondly~ if texts on matters which had already been discussed at length were to 

reflect the e~:isting positions or principles a.ccurately~ the appropriate Working Group 

should consider then~ to ensure that the views reflected in the text had not changed. 
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~ere"positions had drawn nearer, %he text should be referred to a sub-working gro.~p 

consisting of %he delegatioms which had ex-pressed the views in question, so that-i.%. 

Could draft a more a.ccura%e text and transmit it to %.he officers of .the Working Group 

: for  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  d r a f t  a r t i c l e s .  I t  was e s s e n t i a l  t o  ha.ve,,  a s  s o o n  a s : . p o s s : i b l e ~  a 
- . . . . .  

body of provisions that would serve as a basis for consultations among delegations,...and 

also for consultations which would be initiated with Governments in order to obtain 
• .. • 

t h e i r  r e p l i e s  find oommen tSo  S u c h  a b o d y  o f  p r o v i s i o n s  was a l s o  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  f o r  t h e  

successful conclusion of negotiations leading %o the agreementsthat were to de%ermine 

t h e  f i n a l  fo rm o f  t h e  t r e a t y  e n u n c i a t i n g  t h e  new law o f  t h e  ..sea., 
. .  

Moreover, to ensure a coherent presentation of the outcome of the .work of the 
. 

-. 
.. 

Sub-Committees~ t h e  provisions should b e  classified logically~ in chapters~ as and -. .... " 

when %hey were C0mple%ed"by %hose bodies] " TheSecretariat might perhaps carry out • 
. . . .  .. 

that task with %he a, ssis%ance of a. working group appointed bsr %he Chairman. A@,~to the 

negotiations themselves, which were harm.rally being carried on bY means of .-:. 
.. 

. .  

consultations and in the context of %he Committee- %he focal point of preparations 
• 

for the Conference- it might be advisable, ini%ially~ to establish.a smaller committee, 
. .  

with the same Chairmsm~ but made up of the delegations submitting proposals on %he 

actual subject under consideration~ in other words, the comp~osition, of the smaller , 
• . 

• . • . . . . .  

committee would change according- to %he issue under discussion. .. 
. .  

There Were also some general q.ues%ions relating %0 %he treaty that had been 
• .., . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

referred %0 %he three Sub-Committees and which~ in the opinion of his..~elega%ion, 
: . . .. 

should be Considered in plenary Committee. He had in mind the ques%i0ns of settlement 

of disputes~ responsibility and liability for damage resulting from the use of the .: 

marine environmen%~ regional agreements, and %he question whether or no% the .... . . . .  

orgm%ization that was %0 be established would be a. specialized agency of the United ~, 

Na.%ionso Those were his delegation's sug'ges%ions with a view tospeeding ;ap the .:. 

current work. . . 

• .. 

Las%ly~ his delegation had submitted to Sub-Committee II draft 

a r t i c l e s  ' ( A / A C o 1 3 8 / S C o I i / I ,  o24 and C o r r ,  1) on t h e  i n s t i t u % i o n  of' t h e . t e r r i t o r i a l  s e a °  .. 

Referring" %o %he spirit Of compromise and conciliation in which the draft had been 
• 

drawn up and %0 the substance of %he main proposals, he went on to say %ha% his 
• . . 

delegation would like %o see the draft smnexed to the Committee's report to the 

Conference; for regardless of howit was deaIt with in Sub-Committee II~ it contained 

i n f o - r m a t i o n  and  c r i t e r i a  t h a t  h a s  c o u n t r y  w i s h e d  t o  make a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p a r t i c i p s m t s  

in the Conference. 



Mr. POCH (Spain)~ commenting on the organization of the Committee fs work, 

observed that the United Nations and the Oor:~nittee itself used five working 

languages~ but %o all intents and p~rposes the Committee was using only one of them, 

namely English, while the other languages pl~nyed only a secondary r61e. He hoped 

that i% would be possible to remedy that situation. In view of the large number of 

Spanish-speaking delegations~ he also wondered ~hy there were no Spanish 

pr4ois-writers. The Spanish translation services ~ere unquestionably efficien%~ but 

s paradoxical situation arose in which the Spanish translators had to retransla%e 

into .Spanish a sunmlary drafted in English or French. 
.. 

In addition~ there was a delay in circulating the summary records~ particularly 

in Spanish. Moreover~ documents appeared in the English version several days before 

the same texts in the other languages~ something that was u.nderstandable when the 

original text was in English, b~It mmch less so when the original text was in Spanish, 

for example. Again, the Sub-Colmnittees nolmmlly ~.~orked on English texts and the 

comparative table existed only in English. That situation-was a handicap to 

non-English-spelling delegations. He regretted having to make such conm~ents, but 

felt that he was obliged to draw attention to that factual situation in the hope 

that steps would be ts!~en to remedy it. 
k, 

The.CKAIP~,IAIf said that he would contact the Secretar.~at and do everything 

possible to satisfy the representative of Spain. 
. ~ r "T }~.:_YA~'~C02 (BL~igaria) thought that the Committee ~.~as embarking upon an 

important stage in its deliberations. He recalled that under the terms of the 

resolutions adopted by the General Assembl$~~ the Committee had the tasks of drm.~ing 

up draft treaty articles on the international r4ghne applicable to the area and 

resources of the sea-bed and ocean floor~ and the subsoil thereof~ beyond the limits 

of national jurisdiction" and to dra~;r up a complete list of questions bearing on the 

law of the sea and of draft articles on those questions. It was time for the 

Committee to make a frai~ and serious evaluation of the situation. The Conference, 

-~hich would have to take up highly complex q~estions, was extremely important for 

, the vast majority of members of the international communi~j~ and its success had 

to be assured. The Co~mnittee should therefore do all in its po~;.~er to facilitate the 

work of the C0nference~ in other ~ords~ it should not only- prepare the documents 

but also identify the main problems to be considered and indicate the differences 



- 7 .... A/AC. 158/SR. 98 

• . :. . 

of opinion, prevailing ~6n sabstant!,1"--e aspects. The Conferences which had given 

fruitful resu!tS~ such as the first C6nferences on the Law of the Sea~ %he lrie~ma 
. . 

C0nferences on Diplomatic and Consular Relations and the Conference on the La~.~ of 

Treaties~ had been car4fully prepared. The Co]mnittee now had a comparative table and a 

recapitulati~$e list~ while interesting proposals had been pat before it. It remained 

for it to identify the principal problems and %o finds through negotiation~ areas of 

understanding which would ensure the success of the Conference, It..was necessary to 

give Governments i clear picture of the sitaati0n•and to t~ce steps to ensure- that 
• . 

the Conference would not become yet another co~m~ittee on the peaceful uses of • the 

sea-bed. ~ " 

The Coi~mittee t h e r e f o r e  bore a heavy r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  How Sh6u!d i t  proceed to 

ensure  the s u c c e s s  of  the  Conference? The Chairman had made a number of  s u g g e s t i o n s  

which the Bulgarian delegation fully supported. Earlier speakers had also put 

forward interestihg proposals on the procedure to be adopted in their future ~!ork° 

k<hat was most disquieting was the status of the work ofSub-Connnittee II. in the 

opinion of his delegation; it would be advisable to Organize negotiations. The 

informal groups of delegations ~.rhich had made proposals on the same subject might~ 
• • . • 

for instance, be brought together. The aim should be to reconcilepoints of view 

in order to submit joint:texts and ° to reduce the number of variants as much as 
• . . . .  

possible The organization of negotiations ~.ras very Jm~portant~ because exp@rience• 
.: 

had sho~_ that if such a step were not taken~ Valuable time Was likely to be wasted 

before the negotiations took place spontaneously. His delegation therefore formally 

proposed that the ChaiAnan 0f SL!b-Committee iI and the Chail~nan of ~ theWorking Group 

of •the Whole sh0ald tske steps t0 arrange such negotiations. It ~roald al@o be useful 

for the contact groups to ~_,~eet again und6r the leadership of the Chairman of the 

Com~nittee Past experience showed clearly that 'such meetings could be useful when 
• 

the need arose. His delegation therefore ~ ~ .,_om,~a]_iy requested the Chairman to explore 
• 

the possibility of hoidihg meetings of Contact groups-as Soon as possible~ and in 

any case not later thanthebeginningof the-following week. 

" N_r.. CIS__SE (Senegal) said that the African ~Groap was concerned about the 

slow progress of the %~ork and the meagreness of the results obtained. The reason 

might be that many of the delegations had not yet received the instructions necessary 

to enter into negotiations ~ith a vie~,r to narrowing divergencies of views. His 

delegation associated itself ~rith the proposals made by the representatives of the 
• . . 

USSR, Bulgaria and Uruguay. It supported the idea of convening conta-ct~!groups under 
• .. . . 

- .::• . •°.., .. 
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the chairmanship of }.~r. Amerasinghe so as to embark forthwith upon the v, ork of 

reconciling views as far as possible. The representative of Urugua~r had suggested 

that sub-~zorking groups and negotiating groups should be set up. By doing so~ concrete 

results could be obtained. Wi-%hout the political ~,Till %o hold negotiations9 the work 

of the Committee would not produce the results neoe.ssar~r to ensure %he success of 

the Conference° 

Mr. ZEGERS (Chile) felt %hat the Cor~]ittee was in a delicate situa%ion~ as 

often happened at that stage in internationai negotiations. His delegation, thought 

that there ~,rere good reasons %o be both pessimistic and optimistic. The ~-rork o~ ~ 

preparing the treaty a.rticles had ~mdoubtedly been dels~ved~ particularly in 

Sub-Con~i%%ee II. l~ever%heless progress had been made on the p01itioal plane~ in the 

course of formal and informal discussions ~,zhioh had taken place in %he s~b-oomm]ittees. 

It should not be forgotten~ ho~-~ever~ %hat %he nature of the Con~nittee ~¢as q~ite 

different from that Of ..... the International Lm,, Commission which hadprepared the 

1958-1960 Conferences. The Con~nittee ~..,'as a political and diploma.tic organ~ and its 

work had legal and economic aspects as ~,~ell, b.at all its members ~,~ere Government 

representatives. 

It %ro~Id seem therefore %hat the Committee ~rou!d have to envisage ~.To methods 

of work. It should in the first place draw up treaty artioles~ but concurrently it 

should prepare a political foundation for an international solation. Negotiations 

should therefore be directed towards those h~o objectives. The Chairman had Suggested 

that contact groups for various regions be brought together, and he had been supported 

by a number of delegations, in particular the ~tllgarian delegation. The global 

problems ~,fflich the Conference had to settle could be discussed at those meetings 

together with the possibility of ~,~orhing out a political basis for an international 

solution. It was also necessary to find a method of enabling the Sub-Committee to 

submit drafts of articles to the Conference~ in a single text if possible, and in any 

case with the smallest possible number of variants on each q~estion. ~fhat had to be 

decided was how to organize the work to that end. Sub-Com~nittee II had not yet been 

able to submit the texts of articles ~ith their alternatives b~t ~,~as a~lready engaged 

in preparing comparative lists~ exs~ining the comparative table that had already been 

dra~m up and amalgamating into one those proposals that had points in common. The 

Chairman of the Sub-Conm~ittee and the Chain~an of the Working Group cou.ld invite the 

authors of the proposals to meet together %o carry out the work of merging the 

different proposals. The possibility of setting t~p small ~orking groups~ preceded by 

consultations bet~.~een the different delegations~ should also be explored. 
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His delegation thought that it would be useful for the Bureau to meet in order 

to drawup, in the light of the pre'sent discussion procedural proposals for submission 

to the next plenary meeting. The meeting of the Bureau might take place during %he 

current week. ' 

He congratulated the Secretariat on its work so far~ but associated himself with 

the Spanish representative's comments on Spanish texts. 

I~r./IGARCES (Colombia) said that hisdelegation was less pessimistic than 

that of the USSR with regard to the work accomplished in Sub-Committee II, as it 

realized the heavy responsibilities borne by that Sub-Committee. The meeting held by 

the Working Group of Sub-Committee Ii on 27 July had made it possible to measure the 

diffioulties involved in creating small working groups before the Sub-Committee had 

reached a oonsen~us on the basis of the comparative table. Colombia was not opposed 

to the idea of setting up groups of that kind but thought that %h@ important problem 
• . 

was to arrive a ta general political agreement. If the formula of small groups WaS 

thought %o be i{seful~ however, the establishment of such groups by the Committee would 

have the advantage of making their status unambiguous. His delegation thought it 

desirable that the Contact Group which~ in Maroh/April~ had done such good work on 

the list of susje c~s and questions~ should be re-formedunder the leadership of the 

Chairman of the Committee. ~ ~ 

He thanked the Seoretaria% for the publication of the compax~tive table. The 

compilation of draft articles was a difficult task, but it had to be done particularly 

in the interests of the small delegations which could not attend all the group meetings. 

Colombia~ l~e Spain, wished to point out %o the Secretariat ±hat it had difficulty 

in following the progress of the work because of the delays in oirculating tra/aslations 

and summary records. :~ 

Fir. BAKULA (Peru) agreed with the comments made by the representative of 

Spain on the translations and summary records and Said he had noted the assurances 

given by the Chairman on the subject. 

The Chairman had made a statement on working methods which seemed to him highly 

acceptable. He recalled that Sub-Committee II had decided by consensus that it.Should 

work on the basis Of the comparative table and of the sequence of questions it had 

adopted. %'~nile~h'e believed that ~ delegations defending similar positions would find it 



profitable to establish Contac%~. he had doubts .with regard to the orea$ion of 

informal smail groups, He. noted :%hat the proposal had no~ yet TOund .wide.support. 

It might be:.preferable tokeep to ,the methods which the Sub-Committees had already 

adopted An the light of their e~perience~ that would a,t least avc±d a procedural 

debate Which Would Waste tJ~ne. • 

Like the Chilean representative, he.. thought that the Committee sh~u..Id not abide 

by precedents such as that of tl~e :1958"Oonference..The siimtation wa.s~no.t :the same, and 

it would be illus0ry ,to. oonSi.:der it So.: The.°Internationai Law Commission had %hen 

been intrusted wi~h the task 0f drawing upa draf~ con~ention. Todaya different 
t 

method would have tO he:applied in view of the .interests ~a.% sta/~e. It was not only 

a @uestion Of u~delrta/~ing a- wo-rk of codific:~tion~ what they were witnessing was more 

in the nature Of a .,eon~frontation. The differences of opinion were very profound.. 

The Bul~eri&n representative had just referred to that fact in-,speaking of She need 

to ..... fill,.~e gaps that- existed. Pei~z had pos ed.a~number of questions in Sub-Committee II 

Whi6h had i~em:~ined unansP@red~ that indicated that many delegations were still unable 

t o  clarify t~eir .positions and henc@ :.. make it possible to progress with. the~ discussions. 

The important need~ therefore~ ~.;as%o ar~ive at a politiCal ttnderstanding 

providing a basis for an international '~solution~ as the Chilean represen~tative 

had said He did not believe that any progi'ess could be made irk t~atirespect by 

having recourse %0 restricted negotia.ting groups, On the. Other hand he was in favour 

of-reviving.the"aotivities of the contr&ct' group or of any other formula which~6uld 

allow %he"r@maining time to be put to good %se,. " '., 

' " M~, ~NG0~(Ce~eroon)~ Chairman of Sub-Commit..tee i~ tha/~ed, the delegations 

whi~ch~ had paid tributes to the work of that:."Sub-Committee. - 

It was his understanding that the proposal to establish restricted groups was 

rel&ted to questions which a%icl ~/ot.fall within the competence of SUb-COmmittee !. If 

that were.not so~ the proposal did not seem to him to. be appropriate to the presen~ 

situa.t.ion~ it could be discussed more fruitfully. ~t a. iater date. 

Sir -i~0"._;er JACI(LD[G (Unlted i~ingdom) said that some delays in the progress 

of bhe work O0uld::,'give rise to .concern in ~ the oontex.tof what h~d to be done in 

prepara-~ion for the. Sar~tiago Conference..-..The United l~ingdom, d.eleg~tio.n was ~ however~- • 

satisfied with the l, irogress made in Sub-Committees I.and l.II. andl-in their Working Groups, 
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Those bodies appeared to be using sound working methods. Greater difficulties 

were facing the Chairmen of Sub-Committee II and its Working Group. Nevertheless~ 

the Committee should guard against any exaggeration or panic on the matter. The 

provisional comparative table of proposals, statements~ working documents, etc., 

relating to the subjects and issues referred to Sub-Committee I I, had been 

distributed very recently~ and delegations hadhad only two :or three days to assess 

its contents. 

He did not believe that over-rigorous methods of work should be contemplated. 

Ler~Ethy procedural discussions had already taken plac e in Sub-Committee II and its 

Working. Group. It would be better henceforward to leave the choice of. the best 

method of reducing divergencies of views on the draft articles to the good ju~en% 

of those bodies. The main reguirements in consultation procedures were flexibility 

and pragmatism. 

ivlr. WARIOBA (Tanzania) ..... said that he too was somewhat disappoinSed at the 
.. , 

progress of work, but he agreed with the United Kingdom representative that the 

Committee should not yield to panic. The work of preparing draft articles, which 

was part of the Committee's terms of reference, was still far from being completed; 

however, the problem was not merely to prepare drafts - on the Contrail/, ' there were 
k,. ,. 

too many- but rather to achieve agreed texts on the main questions. The real 

difficulty was to reach agreement on the substance of those questions, and the 

was not to establish drafting groups or small negotiati~ groups. solution 

One proposal which had met with some support was aimed at the re-establishment 

of the contact group. In that connexion, lake the representabives of the United 

Kingdom and C~ez.oo:~i, he favou~_.ed a flexible approach. Each of the Sub-Committees 
• ... 

had already discussed its procedure. Negotiations on the substance had already 

bee n started in Sub-Committee i~ in Sub-Committee II.~ some measure of agreement 

had already been achieved on 27 July concerning the manner of proceeding with 

negotiations. Sub-Committee iII was conducting variou:~ stages of its work 

concurrently° It would therefore be preferable to leave the ,Sub-Committees 

free to choose their methods of work and see what they could achieve. If it was 

decided to re-establish the contact group~ that should at least await the moment 

when adequate negotiations on the substance had led to some result. The contact 

group should not meet without knowing exactly what questions it was to study. 
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}~r. I.~OOP~E (United States of America) agreed ~:~ith the Chairman that the 

Cor:m~it tee 's  ma in  t a s k  ~,.zas t o  p r e p a r e  d r a f t  t e x t s -  a g r e e d  te~cts o r  v a r i a n t s -  f o r  t h e  

Conference He also sgreed with several previous speakers that mes~s should be sought 

o-r making more r~oid pro.gress in that tss ~ ~ ' _ ~ ~, ~o .~,un: progress had already been made: a 
• . . . . 

n;~nber of draft articles had been submit ted~ a comparative table hgd just been 

distrilouted~ reos:oitulating the questions u~_d.er study by Su2o-Conm~.ittee !I, and the 

discussions in the three Sub-Committees had rendered progress on some subjects 

poss.~ole. 

it was mainly in SuB-Committee II that ~:~ork should be speeded up. The United 

States delegation had already stated tha-~ it ~.Tas in favour of es~ablishin@ restricted 
- - - . - .  . .. 

~roups to •discuss certain matters referred to that Sub~-Con~mittee ~a-aong the proposals 
. . . ..~ 

put forward at the present meeting to speed up the work~ he supported the notion of 

re-~-estsfolishing the contact @roup, ~hich had proved very useful in i:~aroh and April. 

The meetings of that ~roup, however, should in no way hsmper the Sub~Co~mlittees in 
• . 

, • . . 

their ~vorko .Rather~ i% should simply constitute s.~ tm0fficial frs~.,le~.~orl~ within wl~ich 

~-~ays of speeding up the work in the next four weeks could be sou,'Int. 
.. 

-- ~- ~ proposals The CH~IPd'~-~$ noted that a mass of doc~nents o.ra,_ + te~ts, 

comparative tables, etc. - had already been submitted. As _had ~,aeen stated, the 
• • ~ .. .. 

Cormmittee should not yield to panic But should study ],Tays of reaching agreement more 
., 

quickly. In tha~ conne:cion~ the authors of feints and proposals should not work in 
.: 

isolation~ on the contrary, they should hold ~mofficia!meetings. He hoped that the 

Chairmen of the Sub-~Committees would orga~ize such meetings. 
.. 

. . 

• _ e " anc! ~:~as ~ratified thai He agreed .that the contact @rou~ should be z e-estaolished, . 
- . . : 

there ha d already been broad support for that proPOSal. The ~ro~4~ had done good work 

in preparin@ a list of subjects. He also a~reed~ however, that it sb:ould not hamper 
.. 

• . 

the Sub-Com~itfcees. He ]-~ould reouest the geo~rs4)hical groups to nominate the members 
... 

of the contact ~roup and would consult the Chairmen of the Sub-Con~mittees on the 

matters which it should discuss in order to reach political solutions. 
• .. 

In his vie~,~, it ~.~as only then that restricted consu!ts~tive ~rou-os should meet. 

He ~.-.rou!d raise the matter at the meeting of the officers of the Conmlittee and 

Sub-Cormnittees to be held on Thursday~ 2 Augus!;~ and ~,rou!d report the results to the 

Colmnittee on ~donday, 6 August. 



.. 

. ~ He suggested, tha,t i~{r. Rodrigo Valdez~ Seoretaxy-General of the South Pacific 
• . 

• . . 

Pe~s, nent Co~uission~ should be invited to speak. 

1% was so decided. 
• • . .! . 

Nr. VALDEZ (SecT~etai~--Genera!~ Pel~anent Commission for the South Pacifi0)~ . 
• . . 

tha~Jced the Chaim;~.an and the members of the Committee for having invited himto spe~k. 

His organization~ set up by Chile~ Ecuador and Pez~a~ worked for the conservation and 
.. 

rational exploitation of the marine resources of those three countries. It had already 

been invited to tslce part in :the Conferences on the Lss{ of tlne Sea held in Geneva in 
i 

.1958 and 1960~ and it was represented at the annual nleetings of the FAO Co~.m~ittee on 

I'isheries and the biennial Conferences of F,%0. 

The Permanent Corn, mission worked in close contact with official fisheries research 

institutes in the tllree countries. I.~ had published technical works~ in pal~ioular on 

the varities of~fish found along the coasts of Chile~ Ecuador and Peru ~:nd on the 

maritime laws of those corr,_tries. 
• .. 

The South P~cific co-m~tries provided ,:~, specific example Of what international 

co-operation could do for the z~-~tions, l exploitation of the resources of the sea~ 

scientific research s_nd -~he conservation of the marine environment. Those three 

countries had large fish catches - more than 13 million tons in 1971~ or 18.8 per cent 

of the world catch. 

It would soon be 21 years since the Govem~ments of Chile~ Ecuador and Peru had 
• 

adopted~ at Santiago~ ~ne declaration extending their exclusive sovereignty to a limit 

of 200 miles. That declaration had been recognized as having, had sm historic effect on 
:. 

the development of the law of the sea. The adoption of the 200-mile limit had therefore 

not been an arbitra~ act T% had been decided upo~ by the Government of Chile9 Ecuador 

and Pel~ principally to fulfil their obligation of prowiding their peoples with the 

necessary means of economic development, in so doing,~ they had acted on the basis of 
.. .. 

scientific considerations: the effect of the Pacific anti-cyclone~ the movement of 
. .  

currents and co~mter-currents~ particularly-the H~.~r~.~boldt current~ the related formation 

of mineral and organic elements..g'iving rise to phytoplancton and zoop!ancton~ the 

presence of a grea~ many varie~ies of fish in areas ~£~_ere the ~hytoplancton and zoo- 

plancton developed into veritable marine pastures~ s~d other considerations. In 

ps, rticul~tr~ bio-ecological research in th~ Humboldt current had sho~m that from 

September to March~ large quantities of various species of fish abounded in the 

c~rrent~ while a great ms~ay varieties moved beyond the 200-mile limit between April 

and Au~s-b~ the coastal States "~herefore had to protect those Varieties against over- 

exploitation by foreign fleets~ ~dniCh hsod~ for ekample~ led to ~h~ virtual extinction 

of whales. 
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He also emphasized the economic importance of fishing and the fishing industries~ 

which provided a living for more than half s, million people in Pelm~ Ecuador and Chile. 

In particular~ the fishmeal industry in Pe~- the most important in the world employed 

27~000 people, Fishing products accounted for almost one-third of Pema's export 

earnings. 

The aim of Ecuador's five-year plan for the .transformation and development of 

fisheries was the e~%ploitation of fish resources with a view to improving the nutrition 

of the people and developing its foreign trade. 

In Chile~ fishing activities had developed satisfactorily and the fishing catch of 

the Chilean fleet~ which could reach i~500~000 tons~ was the ninth largest in the world. 

The Chilean fishmea! industmv was the third largest in the world and the Goverr~ment had 

recently made considerable efforts to improve fish prospecting. 

....... The co-ordinated.policies of the three Pacific States and the activity of a 

tripai~tite consultative .and research body had made possible phenomenal progress in :the 

sphere o£ fishing. At the same time~ those States had adopted legislative me.asures to 

protect the marine environment in the areas within their national jurisdiction~ a13d 

the Permanent Co~mission had consistently provided support in the struggle, against 

marine pollution. .The countries of the Andean Group had studied~the preparation of . 

basic plans to develop small-scs~le and industrial fishing. 

FA0 statistics showed that the world fish catch in 1953 had amounted to 

• or 000 tons or 25~700~000 tons~ of.which the Pacific countries had accounted for ~_o4~ 

i per cent. In 1971~ the. wo.r!d catch had smounted to 69~400~000 tons~: of which the 

South Pacific count.ri.es had e~coo.unted for 13 million tons~ or 18.8 ,per cent. 

..... ':Fmom the co~:~ner.cial point of view e~ports of marine products from Chile~ Ecuador 

and Peru had risen from 31~000 tons in 1953 to 2~00~000 tons in 1971~ or from 1.4 to 

29.5 per cent of world exports. In the sphere of industry, those three countries had 

pr0vided. ~50]41 per cent Of. processed fishlproducts in 1971' • ............................ 

Those figures bore .e!oquen% testimony to oi0,e extraordinary development achieved 

by %hose three .countries. since %heir adoption of the 200-mile limit," It had 

strengthened %heir eco.nomies~ provided employment for thousands~ raised the standard of 
.. 

living of .their peoples and helped to feed others thror~hout the wo~'id. 

The Permanent Con~ission for the South Pacific would continue to co-operate 
- ~_ 

actively in efforts %o -~ c, ~ s seas were en,ou_e that the fishing resources of ~he world' 

used"~-m0re effectively for ~he benefi-~ of ma!i<ind. 

The i~lee-~in. K ~. r o.se at_ I, 2 0 ~  
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