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  Elección para llenar una vacante en la Comisión 
Jurídica y Técnica, con arreglo al artículo 163, 
párrafo 7, de la Convención de las Naciones Unidas 
sobre el Derecho del Mar 
 

 

  Nota del Secretario General 
 

 

1. Se invita al Consejo de la Autoridad Internacional de los Fondos Marinos a 

tomar nota de que la Sra. Dorca Auma Achapa (Kenya), miembro de la Comisión 

Jurídica y Técnica, presentó su dimisión mediante carta fechada el 21 de noviembre 

de 2018. La Sra. Achapa había sido elegida miembro de la Comisión el 22 de julio de 

2016, con un mandato de cinco años a partir del 1 de enero de 2017 (véase 

ISBA/22/C/29). 

2. De conformidad con el artículo 163, párrafo 7, de la Convención de las Naciones 

Unidas sobre el Derecho del Mar y el artículo 80, párrafo 3, del reglamento del 

Consejo, en caso de fallecimiento, incapacidad o renuncia de un miembro de la 

Comisión antes de la expiración de su mandato, el Consejo elegirá a una persona de 

la misma región geográfica o esfera de intereses, quien ejercerá el cargo durante el 

resto de ese mandato. 

3. El artículo 163, párrafo 3, de la Convención y el artículo 81 del reglamento del 

Consejo disponen que los miembros de la Comisión tendrán las calificaciones 

adecuadas en la esfera de competencia de la Comisión y que los Estados partes 

propondrán candidatos de la máxima competencia e integridad que posean 

calificaciones en las materias pertinentes, de modo que quede garantizado el 

funcionamiento eficaz de la Comisión. 

4. En una nota verbal de fecha 25 de enero de 2019, la Misión Permanente de 

Kenya ante las Naciones Unidas informó a la secretaría de la Autoridad de la 

postulación del Sr. Michael Gikuhi, Director de Asuntos Marítimos y de la Plataforma 

 * ISBA/25/C/L.1. 

https://undocs.org/ISBA/22/C/29
https://undocs.org/ISBA/25/C/L.1
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Continental de la Oficina de Fronteras Internacionales de Kenya (Oficina de Asuntos 

del Gabinete), como candidato para cubrir el puesto vacante en la Comisión de 

resultas de la renuncia de la Sra. Achapa. El currículum del Sr. Gikuhi figura e n el 

anexo de la presente nota1. 

5. La secretaría invita al Consejo a tomar nota de la candidatura que se ha 

presentado para llenar la vacante. 

 

  

__________________ 

 1 El anexo se distribuye únicamente en el idioma de presentación.  
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Anexo 
 

  Curriculum vitae* 

  Michael G. Gikuhi 
 

 

  Personal details 
 

Name:  Michael G. Gikuhi 

Profession: Geoscientist 

Date of birth: 15 May 1962 

Nationality: Kenyan 

Languages: English, Kiswahili 

 

  Responsibilities, experience and achievements 
 

 Michael Gikuhi is currently a director in charge of maritime and continental 

shelf affairs at the Kenya International Boundaries Office in the Cabinet Affairs 

Office. He advises the Government on maritime matters, including the delineation of 

the continental shelf, seabed resources (including ISBA matters) and maritime 

boundaries. 

 He has a clear understanding of key articles in the United Nations Convention 

on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), particularly those touching on the continental shelf 

and seabed resources (including the deep seabed).  

 He is the lead scientist defending Kenya’s continental shelf submission before 

the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf (CLCS) in New York.  

 Head of the technical team that prepared Kenya’s continental shelf submission 

to CLCS, which encompassed the compilation of the submission, data acquisition 

plans, data analysis and presentation and the desktop study.  

 Lead scientist in two UNCLOS marine surveys for Kenya, in 1997 (bathymetric) 

and 1998 (seismic). 

 Accomplished geoscientist with over 30 years of work experience as a 

geophysicist, 13 of which have been exclusive to UNCLOS-related activities: 

delineation of the continental shelf, Meetings of States Parties and review of the ISBA 

mining code; in addition to vast practical experience in geological sciences, in 

particular exploration geophysics. 

 

  Educational background 
 

  Professional training 
 

September 1998–June 1999: International Institute of Aero-surveys and Geosciences 

(Netherlands), postgraduate diploma in exploration geophysics  

 

  University education 
 

September 1984–July 1988: University of Nairobi, BSc (Hons) degree in geology 

 

  

__________________ 

 * Curricula vitae are issued without formal editing. 
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  Seminars, workshops and meetings 
 

 

• Kingston, Jamaica: Member of the Kenyan delegation to the twentieth session of the 

International Seabed Authority (July 2014). 

• New York, United States: Member of the Kenyan delegation to the twentieth and 

twenty-second to twenty-eighth Meetings of States Parties to the 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

• New York, United States: Made the technical part of the repeat oral presentation of 

Kenya’s continental shelf submission (September 2014) 

• Buenos Aires, Argentina: Sharing of experiences in the delineation of the outer limits of 

the continental shelf (October 2011) 

• Abuja, Nigeria: Sensitization seminar on the work of the International Seabed 

Authority (March 2009) 

• Dar es Salaam, Tanzania: Southern and Eastern African Mineral Centre (SEAMIC) GIS 

database development (November 2005) 

• Johannesburg, South Africa: University of the Witwatersrand refresher course in modern 

aspects of remote sensing and geoinformation science for 

professionals in earth sciences (September–October 2003) 

• Kunming, China: 2002 China TCDC International Training Course on Seismology 

and Earthquake Engineering (August–October 2002) 
 

 

  Employment record 
 

 a) April 2015 to date 
 

Director, Maritime and Continental Shelf, Kenya International Boundaries Office, 

Cabinet Affairs Office 

 

 b) February 2006 to March 2015 
 

Geophysicist/Lead Scientist, Task Force on Delineation of Kenya’s Continental Shelf, 

Cabinet Affairs Office 

 

 c) February 2002 to January 2006 
 

Senior Supt. Geophysicist, Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources, Mines 

and Geological Department 

 

 d) March 1998 to January 2002 
 

Supt. Geophysicist, Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources, Mines and 

Geological Department 

 

 e) July 1991 to February 1998 
 

Geophysicist II, Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources, Mines and 

Geological Department 

 

 f) January 1988 to June 1991 
 

Geophysicist (Trainee), Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources, Mines and 

Geological Department 
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  Membership in professional societies 
 

 • Geological Society of Kenya   Professional Member 

 • Geologists Registration Board of Kenya  Registered Geologist 

 • National Environmental Management  

Authority of Kenya  Registered Lead Expert EIA/EA 

 

  Awards and honours 
 

Accorded, on 12 December 2008, the honour and style of the Order of the Grand 

Warrior of Kenya (OGW) by the Head of State for devotion and commitment to 

service of the Nation. 

 


