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  Election to fill a vacancy on the Legal and Technical 
Commission in accordance with article 163, paragraph 7, of 
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
 

 

  Note by the Secretary-General 
 

 

1. The Council of the International Seabed Authority is invited to note that Christian 

Jürgen Reichert (Germany), member of the Legal and Technical Commission, tendered 

his resignation in a letter dated 12 December 2019. He had been elected a member of 

the Commission on 26 May 2008, for the remainder of the term of office of Michael 

Wiedicke-Hombach (Germany), who had resigned from the Commission. On 21 July 

2011, Mr. Reichert had been elected a member of the Commission for a five-year term 

beginning on 1 January 2012 (ISBA/17/C/21, para. 18) and re-elected a member of the 

Commission on 22 July 2016 for a term of five years beginning on 1 January 2017 (see 

ISBA/22/C/29).  

2. In accordance with article 163, paragraph 7, of the United Nations Convention 

on the Law of the Sea and rule 80, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of the Council, 

in the event of the death, incapacity or resignation of a member of the Commission 

prior to the expiration of the term of office, the Council shall elect for the remainder 

of the term a member from the same geographical region or area of interest.  

3. Article 163, paragraph 3, of the Convention and rule 81 of the rules of procedure 

of the Council provide that members of the Commission shall have appropriate 

qualifications in the area of competence of the Commission and that States parties 

shall nominate candidates of the highest standards of competence and integrity with 

qualifications in the relevant fields so as to ensure the effective exercise of the 

functions of the Commission. 

4. By a note verbale dated 19 December 2019, the Permanent Mission of Germany 

to the International Seabed Authority informed the secretariat of the Authority of the 

nomination of Carsten Rühlemann, Head of the Marine Geology section at the Federal 

Institute for Geosciences and Natural Resources in the Department of Marine 
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Resource Exploration, as a candidate to fill the vacant seat on the Commission 

resulting from the resignation of Mr. Reichert. The curriculum vitae of 

Mr. Rühlemann is contained in the annex to the present note.1 

5. The secretariat invites the Council to take a decision on the election of 

Mr. Rühlemann to fill the current vacancy. 

 

 

  

__________________ 

 1  The annex is being circulated in the language of submission only. 
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Annex 
 

  Curriculum vitae* 
 

 

  Carsten Rühlemann 
 

 

Date of birth 5 May 1962 

Place of birth Hannover, Germany 

Citizenship German 

Work address Federal Institute for Geosciences and Natural Resources (BGR), Department of 

Marine Resource Exploration, Stilleweg 2, 30655 Hannover, Germany  

 

 

  Academic degrees 
 

1996 PhD in Geology, University of Bremen 

1992 Diploma (MSc equivalent) in Geology, University of Göttingen  

1986 Diploma (MSc equivalent) in Cartography, University of Applied Sciences of Berlin 

 

 

  Academic positions 
 

2016–present Head of Marine Geology section at BGR 

2003–2016 Research Scientist at BGR, Department of Marine Resource Exploration  

2002–2003 Research Fellow in BMBF project “Rapid Climate Changes in Western Tropical 

Atlantic-Assessment of the biogenous and sedimentary record”, University of 

Bremen Research Fellow in DFG project “Paleohydrography of the Westiberic 

Continental Slope”, University of Bremen 

1999–2002 Research Fellow in DFG project “Paleohydrography of the Westiberic Continental 

slope”, University of Bremen 

1996–1999 Research Fellow in DFG project “Paleo Caribbean-Late Quaternary evolution of 

the Caribbean-Atlantic water mass exchange”, University of Bremen 

1992–1996 Research Assistant, Division of Marine Geology, University of Bremen  

 

 

  Research work 
 

 Marine resource exploration strategies with emphasis on manganese nodules and 

seafloor massive sulphides 

 Environmental baseline and monitoring aspects of deep-sea resource exploration, 

with emphasis on oceanography and sedimentology  

 Late Quaternary paleoceanography and paleoclimatology  

 

 

 

 * Curricula vitae are issued without formal editing.  
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  Professional activities 
 

 Coordination of the work programme in the Germany license area for the 

exploration of manganese nodules 

 Member of the German delegation at the International Seabed Authority in 

Kingston, Jamaica 

 Participation in 24 cruises with German, French and US American research vessels 

(chief scientist on 7 cruises) 
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