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Vingt-troisiéme session
Kingston, 7-18 aott 2017

Demande d’admission au statut d’observateur présentée
au nom de ’Institute for Advance Sustainability Studies,
conformément au paragraphe 1, lettre e), de ’article 82
du Réglement intérieur de I’Assemblée

Note du Secrétariat

1. Le 17 juillet 2017, I’'Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies a adressé¢ au
Secrétaire général de I’Autorité internationale des fonds marins une lettre de
demande d’admission au statut d’observateur auprés de 1’ Assemblée de 1’ Autorité,
comme le prévoit le paragraphe 1, lettre e), de I’article 82 du Réglement intérieur de
I’Assemblée. Le texte de cette lettre et les renseignements complémentaires
communiqués par le demandeur figurent aux annexes I et II de la présente note.

2. Le paragraphe 1, lettre e), de l’article 82 du Réglement intérieur de
1’Assemblée dispose que les organisations non gouvernementales avec lesquelles le
Secrétaire général a passé des accords conformément au paragraphe 1 de
I’article 169 de la Convention des Nations Unies sur le droit de la mer et d’autres
organisations non gouvernementales invitées par 1’Assemblée qui ont manifesté leur
intérét pour les questions examinées par 1’ Assemblée peuvent participer aux travaux
de cette dernicre en tant qu’observateurs.

3. Les paragraphes 5 et 6 du méme article disposent en outre que les observateurs
visés au paragraphe 1, lettre e) précité peuvent siéger aux séances publiques de
1’Assemblée et faire oralement, sur invitation du Président et avec I’approbation de
I’Assemblée, des déclarations sur des questions entrant dans le cadre de leurs
activités, et que les exposés écrits qu’ils présentent sur des questions relevant de
leur compétence et ayant trait aux travaux de 1’Assemblée sont distribués par le
Secrétariat a concurrence du nombre d’exemplaires fournis et dans les langues dans
lesquelles ils lui ont été remis.
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Lettre datée du 17 juillet 2017, adressée au Secrétaire
général de I’ Autorité internationale des fonds marins
par le Directeur scientifique général de I’Institute for
Advanced Sustainability Studies, M. Mark Lawrence

Conformément a [D’article 82 du Réglement intérieur de 1’Assemblée de
1’ Autorité internationale des fonds marins, I’Institute for Advanced Sustainability
Studies souhaite participer en tant qu’observateur aux réunions de I’Autorité,
notamment a la vingt-troisi¢éme session, qui doit se tenir en aott 2017.

L’Institute a été créé en 2009 par des associations scientifiques allemandes,
avec pour Directeur fondateur M. Klaus Topfer, ancien Directeur exécutif du
Programme des Nations Unies pour |’environnement et Ministre allemand de
I’environnement. L’Institute a pour objectif de mener des recherches sur les
questions de soutenabilité a 1’échelle mondiale, en particulier dans les domaines des
changements climatiques, de la dynamique du systéme terrestre et du
développement durable. Il cherche a ¢€largir les débats au carrefour de la recherche
universitaire, de la société civile et de la communauté internationale des décideurs.
Il bénéficie actuellement de fonds de I’Agence allemande pour 1’environnement
(Umweltbundesamt) afin de mener des travaux de recherche sur I’exploitation
miniére des grands fonds marins dans le cadre de son programme de recherche sur
la gouvernance de I’océan

L’Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies se réjouit a 1’idée de pouvoir
contribuer aux travaux de 1I’Autorité pour mieux faire connaitre le réle que les
sciences peuvent jouer au service de la protection des océans et de 1’environnement
dans I’exploitation mini¢re des grands fonds marins et pour élargir la participation
des scientifiques aux travaux de 1’ Autorité. Nous vous remercions de I’attention que
vous porterez a notre demande d’admission au statut d’observateur et vous serions
reconnaissants de bien vouloir I’examiner a la prochaine session de 1’Autorité, en
aott 2017.

Le Directeur général scientifique
de I’Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies
(Signé) Mark Lawrence
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Annexe II+*

Informations communiquées a ’appui de la demande
d’admission au statut d’observateur aupres de I’Assemblée
présentée par I’Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies

1. Name of organization:

Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies e.V., IASS

2. Office Address

IASS Potsdam

Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies e.V.
Berliner Strale 130

D-14467 Potsdam

Website: http://www.iass-potsdam.de/

3. Names of proposed primary representatives

Sebastian Unger
Lead Ocean Governance Research
sebastian.unger@iass-potsdam.de

Dr. Sabine Christiansen
Senior Researcher
sabine.christiansen@iass-potsdam.de

4. Aims and purpose of the Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies (IASS)

IASS was established in 2009 by the German Science associations with
Professor Klaus Topfer, former Executive Director of the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) and German Minister of the Environment as the
Founding Director. IASS’s aim is to conduct research on global sustainability
issues, particular in the areas of climate change, Earth system dynamics and
sustainable development. Its goal is to expand critical discussion at the intersection
between academic research, civil society and the international policy community in
order to develop solutions for urgent sustainability challenges and to support
national and international decision-making processes. The IASS has Observer Status
in the UN ECOSOC and collaborates closely with a variety of UN and other
international and European organisations. The Ocean Governance research
programme at IASS currently receives funding from the German Environment
Agency (Umweltbundesamt) to conduct research on deep seabed mining.

In general, the Ocean Governance research programme provides
multidisciplinary expertise at the science-policy interface to develop innovative
strategies for improved ocean governance. In order to do this, it:

* Generates new knowledge on key challenges in ocean governance to support
transformation processes toward sustainability;

* Advances science and practice by engaging key actors and stakeholders in
transdisciplinary research;

*

L’annexe II est publiée dans la langue dans laquelle elle a été soumise et n’a pas été revue par
les services d’édition.
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 Catalyzes dialogue by convening experts at the national, regional and
international levels;

* Develops and promotes good practices to improve ocean governance;

* Provides scientific and technical advice to governments, as well as
international and regional organizations, and supports capacity development.

In particular, the IASS Ocean Governance research programme:

» Contributes to knowledge-based transformation processes such as the 2030
Agenda for Sustainability and its associated goals;

* Advances governance of areas beyond national jurisdiction, including by
strengthening existing regimes and contributing knowledge to close legal and
institutional gaps through the development of a new legally-binding
instrument under UNCLOS; and

* Contributes policy-relevant, action-oriented advice to address emerging
challenges in ocean governance such as deep seabed mining.

Recent activities

The TASS Ocean Governance research group received a three-year grant from
the German Federal Environment Agency in 2015 for the project “Ecological
Safeguards for Deep Seabed Mining”. One of the project’s principal tasks is to
advise the German Federal Environment Agency, the advisory body to the German
Ministry of the Environment, on legal, scientific and policy matters in the context of
developing regulatory environmental processes and standards for ensuring that
future commercial deep seabed mining will not compromise the global
sustainability agenda. IASS recently supported the German Federal Environment
Agency and the Federal Institute for Geosciences and Natural Resources (BGR) in
developing the content for and reporting on the outcomes of an international
workshop “Towards an ISA Environmental Management Strategy for the Area”, in
Berlin, held 20-24 March 2017'. This workshop particularly focused on the
elements of an environmental governance framework necessary to enable the ISA to
successfully ensure effective protection of the marine environment from harmful
effects which may arise from mining-related activities. The foundation of the
discussions was laid by the ISA “Discussion Paper on the development and drafting
of Regulations on Exploitation for Mineral Resources in the Area (Environmental
Matters)” of February 2017.

IASS has also organized a series of thematic dialogue meetings throughout the
course of the project with direct relevance for the work of the ISA on the following
topics:

* April 2016 — The Need for a Transparent and Participatory Governance
Framework at ISA

* November 2016 — Implementation of the Principle of the Common Heritage
of Mankind in the Context of the Sustainability Agenda;

* November 2017 (upcoming) — Responsibility of Sponsoring States During
Exploration and Exploitation of Minerals in the Area.

! https://www.isa.org.jm/workshop/workshop-towards-isa-environmental-management-strategy-
area-20-24-march-2017.
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The output will primarily inform the Federal Environment Agency, but appear
also in the form of published joint thematic policy briefs®. For more information
see: http://www.iass-potsdam.de/en/research/deep-seabed-mining.

In relation to the work of the ISA, IASS has also:

* Organised and co-chaired with then ISA Legal Counsel and Deputy to the
Secretary-General Michael Lodge a session on “Ocean Sustainability through
Transparency” during the 2014 Potsdam Ocean Governance Workshop
(http://www.iass-potsdam.de/sites/default/files/files/2014 potsdam_ocean_
governance workshop.pdf);

* Organised an expert meeting “Deep-sea mining: an uncertain future?” with
participation of then ISA Legal Counsel and Deputy to the Secretary-General
in Berlin 2015 (http://www.iass-potsdam.de/de/content/expert-workshop-deep-
sea-mining-uncertain-future);

* Participated and co-organized as a member of the steering group a conference
“Toward Transparency and Best Practices for Deep Seabed Mining - An initial
multistakeholder dialogue” in Bellagio 2015;

» Co-organised and provided input to a side-event on transparency to the 22nd
Annual Session of the Authority in Ocho Rios, Jamaica in July 2016;

* Submitted contributions to the ISA stakeholder consultation in 2014, 2016 and
to the Article 154 survey in 2016;

* Participated and contributed to workshops and annual meetings by research
projects investigating the potential environmental impacts of deep seabed
mining, e.g. EU FP7 MIDAS, EU JPIO Mininglmpact, SEMPIA, VentBase;

* Participated and contributed to the International Seabed Authority/Griffith
Law School workshop on exploitation regulations and environmental impact
assessment for deep seabed mining (Australia, 2016);

* Provided technical support to the organisers of the international workshop
“Towards an ISA Environmental Management Strategy for the Area”, in
Berlin, held 20-24 March 2017,

* IASS staff attended the 2009, 2010, 2011 ISA Annual Sessions, including one
open session of LTC in 2011, and the ISA International Workshop to Develop
an Environmental Management Plan for the Clarion Clipperton Zone in
Kingston, Jamaica, from November 8-12, 2010 (in another delegation).

6. Descriptive statement of the extent to which the purposes of the IASS Research
relate to those of the International Seabed Authority, including, in particular, the
contributions that can be made to the progress of the Authority

The IASS plans on-going research in the coming years which directly relate to
the ISA’s development and implementation of the Mining Code, as well as the
institutional practices of the ISA. Specific topics of interest include the practical
implementation of the principle of the common heritage of mankind, the
development and economic analysis of the corresponding benefit-sharing regime,
evaluation of the resources of the Area using natural capital approaches, regulatory
approaches to mining tests and increased transparency in the ISA’s processes. The
outcomes of this research will be made available to the ISA and other stakeholders
including policy-makers, civil society and the academic community.

2 http://www.iass-potsdam.de/sites/default/files/files/policy brief transparency.pdf another Policy
Brief on the Common Heritage Principle in press.
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Structure

IASS is a registered organization under the laws of Germany. The supervisory,
governing and advisory bodies are the General Assembly, the Board of Directors
and the Advisory Board. It is funded by the German Federal Government (15%) and
the German State of Brandenburg (15%).

IASS member organizations
The General Assembly is the supervisory body of the IASS. Its members
include the institute’s two funding bodies, i.c. the Federal Ministry of Education and
Research (BMBF) and the Brandenburg Ministry of Science, Research and Culture
(MWFK), major German academic and research institutions as well as individuals
from science and science policy. Prof. Dr Karin Lochte is the current chair of the
IASS General  Assembly. For more  information: http://www.iass-
potsdam.de/en/institute/idea/structure-bodies.
Current member representatives and officers
For more information please: http://www.iass-potsdam.de/en/institute/general-
assembly
Organizations affiliated with the IASS Ocean Governance research programme
(a) Scientific partners include:
* Excellence Cluster “Future Ocean”, University of Kiel and GEOMAR;
* Institute for Sustainable Development and International Relations (IDDRI);
* German Marine Research Consortium (KDM);
* Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar and Marine Research;
* TMG — Think Tank for Sustainability;
* Marum, University of Bremen;
* Leibniz Centre for Marine Tropical Research (ZMT);
* University of Tokyo;
 Australian National Centre for Ocean Resources and Security (ANCORS);
* Macquarie University;
* International Ocean Institute (I01); and
* Ecology and Sustainable Management of Oceanic Islands (ESMOI).
(b) German Governmental partners include:
* Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ);

* Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and
Nuclear Safety (BMUB);

* Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF);
* Federal Foreign Office;

* Environment Agency (UBA);

* Federal Agency for Nature Conservation (BfN); and

* German Corporation for International Cooperation (GIZ).
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(c) International organizations:
* United Nations Environment Programme;
* Secretariat of the Abidjan Convention;
¢ Permanent Commission for the South Pacific;
 Secretariat of the Nairobi Convention;
* Sargasso Sea Commission; and
. International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
(d) Civil society organizations:
* Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF);
« PEW Charitable Trusts;
* Birdlife International; and

* A variety of German non-governmental organizations.
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