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STATEMENT OF THE PRESI DENT ON THE WORK
OF THE ASSEMBLY AT THE RESUMED SI XTH SESSI ON

1. The second part of the sixth session of the Assenbly of the
I nternational Seabed Authority was held at Kingston, Jamaica, from3 to 14
Jul'y 2000.

El ection to fill vacancies on the Finance Committee

2. At the 74th nmeeting, on 5 July 2000, M Peter DA |ekes (Germany), M
Al bert Hof fmann (South Africa) and Ms Juliet Semanbo Kal ema (Uganda) were
elected to fill the vacancies on the Finance Committee |eft by the

resi gnati ons of M Jobst Hol born (Germany), M Craig Daniell (South Africa)
and M David Etuket (Uganda), respectively, for the remainder of their five-
year terns of office, expiring on 31 Decenmber 2001

Annual report of the Secretary-Genera

3. At the 74th meeting, on 5 July 2000, the Secretary-General introduced
his fourth annual report (ISBA/6/A/9), as required by article 166, paragraph
4, of the Convention. The Secretary-Ceneral noted that included in the report
was information to assist the Assenbly in undertaking a review of the manner
in which the international regime for the Area has operated in practice, as
required by article 154 of the Convention

4. Fol | owi ng the presentation by the Secretary-Ceneral, statements were
made by the del egati ons of Cameroon, Chile, China, Czech Republic, Fiji,

I ndi a, |Indonesia, New Zeal and, Nigeria, Pakistan, Papua New Gui nea, the
Republ i ¢ of Korea, Senegal and Tonga and by the observer del egation of the
United States of Anerica.

5. The del egati ons that spoke expressed appreciation to the Secretary-
General for the comprehensive nature of the report. Several delegations
enphasi zed the inportance for all States Parties to the Convention that had
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not already done so to take the necessary steps to becone parties to the
Agreenent relating to the Inplenentation of Part XI of the Convention. In
addition, delegations stressed the need for broader support for the work of
the Authority, particularly in ternms of attendance at neetings.

6. Several del egations underlined the inportance and val ue of the workshops
convened by the Authority, noting that such workshops helped to pronpote better
under st andi ng of the various issues associated with deep seabed exploration
The representatives of a nunber of devel oping countries requested that

consi deration be given to nmaking the workshops nore accessible to them

i ncl udi ng by publishing the proceedi ngs of the workshops on the Authority’s
web site as well as by giving consideration to nmeans of ensuring broader
participation by scientists from devel opi ng countri es.

7. In response to a request for clarification, the Secretary-Genera

rem nded the Assenbly that the Authority was not connected in any way

what soever with the work of the International Oceans Institute, a non-
government al organi zation, nor did the Authority sponsor or endorse any of the
sem nars conducted by that organization. The Secretary-General stated that,
to avoid any confusion in the future, he would wite to the Internationa
Oceans Institute requesting it to ensure that it did not misrepresent the

Aut hority or inplicate the Authority in its work.

8. Wth respect to the periodic review of the reginme contained in Part Xl
of the Convention and the Agreenent, the Assenbly concurred with the
recommendati on of the Secretary-CGeneral, contained in his report, that in the
light of the very short experience that the Authority has had in inplenenting
the regine, it would be premature for the Assenbly to take any neasures at
this tinme.

Report of the Credentials Comittee

9. The Credentials Conmittee nmet on 11 July 2000. The report of the
Committee is contained in docunent | SBA/6/A/16. At the 76th plenary neeting,
on 13 July 2000, the Assenbly adopted the report of the Credentials Comrittee,
noting that further comruni cati ons had been received fromthree States. The
deci sion of the Assenbly relating to credentials is contained in docunent
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Budget of the Authority for 2000

10. The Assenbly considered the proposed budget for the Authority for the
financial period 2001 to 2002 as contained in the report of the Secretary-
General (I1SBA/6/A/7-1SBA/6/C/4). In reviewi ng the proposed budget the
Assenbly took into account the reconmendati ons of the Finance Committee as
contained in its report of 10 July 2000 (I SBA/6/A/ 13-1SBA/6/C/6) and the
deci si on and recommendati ons of the Council relating to the budget of the

Aut hority (I SBA/6/C/ 7). The Assenbly adopted the budget of the Authority for
the financial period 2001 to 2002 in the sum of US$10, 506, 400.

Appoi ntrent of auditors
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11. In accordance with the recommendati on of the Finance Conmittee

(1SBA/ 6/ A/ 13-1SBA/ 6/ C/ 6), the Assenbly requested the Secretary-General to nake
the necessary arrangenents to appoi nt KPMG Peat Marwi ck to audit the Authority
for 2000, without prejudice to future appointnents.

Assessnent of contributions of nenbers of the Authority

12. In accordance with the reconmendati on of the Council, the Assenbly
decided to authorize the Secretary-Ceneral to establish the scal e of
assessnment for the financial period 2001 to 2002 based on the scal e used for
the regul ar budget of the United Nations for 2000 and 2001 respectively, as
adj usted by the Authority.

13. The decision of the Assenbly relating to the budget of the Authority for
the financial period 2001 to 2002 and related matters is contained in docunent
| SBA/ 6/ A/ 15.

El ection to fill vacancies on the Counci

14. At its 76th nmeeting, on 13 July 2000, in accordance with article 161
par agraph 3, of the Convention, the Assenbly el ected the follow ng as nenbers
of the Council for a termof four years each, subject to the understandi ngs
reached in the interest and regi onal groups and set out in docunent
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G oup A Japan, United Kingdom

Group B: China, India

G oup C Portugal, South Africa

Group D: Brazil, Papua New Cui nea, Sudan

G oup E: Al geria, Argentina, Czech Republic, Gabon, Guyana, Milta,

Nam bi a, Pol and, Senegal, Spain and Trinidad and Tobago.

Draft regul ations for prospecting and exploration for polynetallic nodules in
the Area

15. At its 76th nmeeting, on 13 July 2000, the Assenbly took note of the
deci sion of the Council to adopt and apply provisionally, pending approval by
the Assenbly, the regul ations on prospecting and exploration for polynetallic
nodules in the Area (I1SBA/6/C/12). The Assenbly approved the regul ations.
The decision of the Assenbly relating to the regul ati ons on prospecting and
exploration for polynetallic nodules in the Area is contained in docunent
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Next neeting of the Assenbly

16. The President noted that, at its next neeting, the Assenbly woul d need
to elect a new Finance Comrittee, in accordance with the provisions of the
Agreenment. In order to facilitate the election, the President requested
States Parties to submit nominations, with detailed curricula vitae, at |east
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two nonths in advance of the next neeting of the Assenbly, so that the
secretariat may circulate the nominations and curricula vitae to all nenbers
of the Authority.

17. The next neeting of the Assenmbly will be held at Kingston, Jammica, from
2 to 13 July 2001. It was noted that the Asian Group would, in due course,
nom nate a candidate for the Presidency of the Assenbly in 2001, and the
Eastern European Group would nominate a candi date for the Presidency of the
Council in 2001.



