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DECI SI ON OF THE COUNCI L OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL SEABED AUTHORI TY
RELATI NG TO THE REGULATI ONS ON PROSPECTI NG AND EXPLORATI ON
FOR POLYMETALLI C NODULES I N THE AREA

PART |

The Council of the International Seabed Authority

1. Deci des to adopt the regul ati ons on prospecting and exploration
for polynetallic nodules in the Area, as contained in docunents |SBA/6/C/ 8 and
| SBA/ 6/ C/ 8/ Corr.1, dated 12 and 13 July 2000, respectively;

2. Further decides to apply the regul ations provisionally, pending
their approval by the Assenbly of the Authority.

PART ||

The Council of the International Seabed Authority,

Taki ng i nto account the need to ensure effective protection for the
mari ne environment from harnful effects that may arise at the phase of testing
of collecting systems and processing operations,

Enphasi zi ng the inportance of ensuring conpliance with emergency orders
i ssued by the Council pursuant to article 162, paragraph (2) (w), of the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea,

Recalling, in this context, the concerns expressed during the
el aboration by the Council of the Regul ati ons on Prospecting and Exploration
for Polynetallic Nodules in the Area concerning the need for appropriate formns
of guarantee to enable the Council to take i mediately the necessary neasures
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to i nplenent an energency order in the event of failure or inability on the
part of a contractor to conply with such orders,

1. Deci des to consider the matter of such a guarantee prior to the
phase of testing of collecting systens and processing operations for the
exploitation of polynetallic nodules with a view to adopting appropriate forns

of guarantee to ensure conpliance with emergency orders and the effective
protection of the marine environnent in accordance with article 145 and ot her
rel evant provisions of the Convention; and

2. Requests the secretariat to carry out studies of appropriate
i nstruments or arrangenments which nay be available for this purpose and to
report to the Council on the outcone of such studies prior to consideration of
the matter pursuant to paragraph 1
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