
isa.org.jmisa.org.jm

ADSR Workshop for the promotion  of Sustainable development of 
Africa’s Deep Seabed Resources in support of Africa’s blue economy 

5 October 2022

The legal framework for 
activities in the Area:

Transitioning from 
exploration to exploitation  



Outline
Legal framework governing activities in the Area1

Exploration Regulations: Overview & Status2

Draft Regulations on Exploitation and Draft Standards & Guidelines : Overview &
Status

3

Next Steps4

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 [



The Legal Framework 

 UNCLOS, the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (Part 
XI, Annexes III and IV)

 1994 Agreement for the Implementation of Part XI of the 1982 
Convention, contains the procedural and administrative requirements 
necessary to give effect to Part XI of UNCLOS

 Regulations, Rules and Procedures of the International Seabed Authority 
(the “Mining Code”) refers to the whole of the comprehensive set of rules, 
regulations and procedures issued by ISA to regulate prospecting, 
exploration and exploitation of marine minerals in the international seabed 
Area (defined as the seabed and ocean floor and subsoil thereof beyond the 
limits of national jurisdiction). 
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Exploration Regulations: 
Overview & Status

 Exploration Regulations for Polymetallic Nodules 
(ISBA/19/C/17)

 Exploration Regulations for Polymetallic Sulphides 
(ISBA/16/A/12 Rev. 1)

 Exploration Regulations for Cobalt-rich Ferromanganese 
Crusts (ISBA/18/A/11)

 The International Seabed Authority has entered contracts for 
exploration for polymetallic nodules, polymetallic sulphides 
and cobalt-rich ferromanganese crusts in the deep seabed

 15-year duration with a 5-year extension option 

• Polymetallic Nodules

• Polymetallic Sulphides

• Cobalt-rich Ferromanganese Crusts



The Authority has issued  
three exploration Regulations 
and six recommendations. 
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Draft Regulations on 
Exploitation: 
Overview, Process & Status

 Draft Exploitation Regulations issued by the Legal 
and Technical Commission, (ISBA/25/C/WP.1)

 Comments on the Draft Exploitation Regulations 
from Stakeholders (ISBA/26/C/2)

 Comprehensive regulatory regime consisting of 13 
Parts. 10 Annexes, 4 Appendices and 1 Schedule

 Exploitation Regulations to be supplemented with 
Standards & Guidelines



Standards and guidelines 
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Working methods to advance 
discussions on  the draft regulations

 Informal working groups established, decision of the 
Council, 21 February 2020 (ISBA/26/C/11): (i) 
protection and preservation of the marine 
environment; (ii) inspection compliance and 
enforcement; and (iii) institutional matters

 Open-ended working group of the Council, for the 
development and negotiation of the financial terms 
of a contract. 



Road map for the twenty-seventh 
session of the Council of the 
International Seabed Authority, in 2022 

(a) During the discussion it was noted that it was 
necessary to accelerate the work on the draft 
regulations and that “nothing is agreed, until 
everything is agreed”.

(b) The road map will be reviewed at the end of the 
last Council meeting of 2022 to take stock of 
advances achieved.



Facilitators of the working groups of the  
Council

Facilitator of 
the OEWG 
for Financial 
model 

Facilitator for 
the IWG on 
the 
Environment 

Facilitator for 
the IWG on 
Inspection 
Compliance 
and 
Enforcement 

Facilitators for the IWG  on 
Institutional Matters 





Negotiations in the Council 
To help protect your privacy, PowerPoint has blocked automatic download of this picture.
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With that final remark, I would like to note that the Council has recognized that considerable amount of work ahead, in the light of the mandate of the Authority to regulate the exploitation of mineral resources and to develop a robust and comprehensive regulatory regime for the Area.  
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