The legal framework for
activities in the Area:

Transitioning from
exploration to exploitation

~ ADSR Workshop for the promotion of Sustainable development of
7 Africa’s Deep Seabed Resources in support of Africa’s blue economy
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Outline

Legal framework governing activities in the Area

Exploration Regulations: Overview & Status

cg Draft Regulations on: Exploitation and Draft Standards & Guidelines : Overview &
Status

|
Next Steps
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Draft Exploitation
Regulations

Mining
Code

Recommendations
and Guidance

Draft Standards &
Guidelines

Exploration
Regulations

The Legal Framework

» UNCLOS, the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (Part
Xl, Annexes Ill and 1V)

» 1994 Agreement for the Implementation of Part Xl of the 1982
Convention, contains the procedural and administrative requirements

necessary to give effect to Part Xl of UNCLOS

» Regulations, Rules and Procedures of the International Seabed Authority
(the “Mining Code”) refers to the whole of the comprehensive set of rules,
regulations and procedures issued by ISA to regulate prospecting,
exploration and exploitation of marine minerals in the international seabed
Area (defined as the seabed and ocean floor and subsoil thereof beyond the

limits of national jurisdiction).
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Exploration Regulations:
Overview & Status

» Exploration Regulations for Polymetallic Nodules
(ISBA/19/C/17)

» Exploration Regulations for Polymetallic Sulphides
(ISBA/16/A/12 Rev. 1)

» Exploration Regulations for Cobalt-rich Ferromanganese
Crusts (ISBA/18/A/11)

The International Seabed Authority has entered contracts for
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exploration for polymetallic nodules, polymetallic sulphides
and cobalt-rich ferromanganese crusts in the deep seabed

» 15-year duration with a 5-year extension option
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International Seabed Authority

CONSOLIDATED REGULATIONS
AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON
PROSPECTING AND EXPLORATION

Revised Edition

The Authority has issued
three exploration Regulations
and six recommendations.



Animated timeline of ISA

2000 Five-year contract
PMN regulations adopted extensions granted
2010-2012 2022
PMS & CRC 31 exploration contracts
regulations adopted
LOSC ISA
Entry into force 2011
ITLOS Advisory
Opinion
First private sector

2001 contracts
Contracts issued to

pioneer investors

1982 1994 2000 2010 2016 2022

States parties to B States and state entreprises Il Private sector .
LOSC
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International Scabed Authority

Draft regulations on exploitation of mineral resources in
the Area

Prepared by the Legal and Technical Commission

Contents

19-04869 (E) 180419
T T O

Draft Regulations on
Exploitation:
Overview, Process & Status

» Draft Exploitation Regulations issued by the Legal
and Technical Commission, (ISBA/25/C/WP.1)

» Comments on the Draft Exploitation Regulations
from Stakeholders (ISBA/26/C/2)

» Comprehensive regulatory regime consisting of 13
Parts. 10 Annexes, 4 Appendices and 1 Schedule

» Exploitation Regulations to be supplemented with
Standards & Guidelines
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Standards and guidelines
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International Seabed Authority ISBA

Q COUHCil Distr.: General
¥ 21 February 2020

Working methods to advance

Original: English

discussions on the draft regulations

Twenty-sixth session
Council session, part |
Kingston, 17-21 February 2020 >

Agonda fiem 12 Informal working groups established, decision of the
Decision of the Council concerning working methods to advance CounCII; 21 February 2020 (ISBA/ZG/C/]-]-) (I)

discussions on the draft regulations for exploitation of mineral

resources in the Area protection and preservation of the marine
The Council of the International Seabed Authority, e nvi r'o n m e nt; ( i i) i n S pectio n CO m p I i a n Ce a n d

Recognizing the need to advance discussions on the draft regulations for

exploitation of mineral resources in the Area, enforcement" and (iii) institutional matters

Conscious of the need to strengthen the working methods to facilitate progress
to that end,

1. Decides to establish three informal working groups, with the mandate and

working modalities set out in the annex to the present decision; > Open_end ed Wo rking group of the cou nCiI, for the

2. Also decides to appoint the individuals to be designated by the regional

groups in accordance with those modalities as facilitators; development and negotiation Of the financial ter‘ms

3. Further decides that the facilitators shall exercise their functions in

accordance with the mandate set out in the annex to the present decision; Of a Co nt r‘a Ct
.

4. Requests the facilitators to report on the progress in their work during the
next meeting of the Council, in July 2020.

204th meeting
21 February 2020
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ISBA/26/C/13/Add.1

Annex

Road map for the twenty-seventh session of the Council of the
International Seabed Authority, in 2022!

1. Following discussion on the status of the draft regulations on exploitation of
mineral resources in the Area and proposed road map for work on the draft regulations
n 2022, the road map has been revised (o include: (a) precise dates; (b) a tentative
agenda; and (c) details on the modalities of the informal working groups established
pursuant to the Council’s decision contained in [SBA/26/C/11 to accommodate
itersessional work, including through electronic means, as appropriate.’

2. The road map anticipales that remaining appointments ol Facilitators of the
informal working groups will be announced by 15 December 2021. The informal
working groups, as agreed in ISBA/26/C/11, are:

(a) Open-ended working group in respect of the development and negotiation
of the financial terms of a contract, chaired by Olav Myklebust (Norway):

(b) Informal working group on the protection and preservation of the marine
environment, facilitated by Raijeli

(¢c) Informal working group on inspection, compliance and enforcement,
facilitated by Janet Omoleegho Olisa (Nigeria);

(d) The informal working group on institutional matters (including the role
and responsibilities of the various organs of the Authority, timelines, recourse to
independent expertise and stakeholder participation), to be facilitated by a nominee
ol the Latin American and Caribbean Group.

Road map for the twenty-seventh
session of the Council of the
International Seabed Authority, in 2022

(a) During the discussion it was noted that it was
necessary to accelerate the work on the draft
regulations and that “nothing is agreed, until
everything is agreed”.

(b) The road map will be reviewed at the end of the

last Council meeting of 2022 to take stock of
advances achieved.
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Faclilitators of the working groups of the
Councll
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the OEWG the IWG on the IWG on Institutional Matters
for Financial the Inspection
model Environment Compliance

and
Enforcement
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Chrgon Drie Working methods reloting fo the drafl regulations Temtative agenda
Agreement on necessary intersessional
work
Second part (July—August 2022)
Finance Committee 1315 July
(3 days)
Legal and Technical Commission 4-15 July
(2 weeks)
Council 1829 July Informal working groups Precise agenda to be agreed based on
(2 weeks) progress made at the Council’s meeting
in March 2022
Plenary (review of outputs and review of
Progress)
Assembly -5 August
(1 week)
Third part (Octaber—November 2022, subject to resources)
Council 31 October-11 November  Informal working groups Precise agenda to be agreed based on

(2 weeks)®

Plenary (review of outputs and review of
Progress)

progress made at the Council’s meeting
in July 2022

scussion of “what 1™ scenano

Other relevant documents and information are found in the collation of specific drafting suggestions by members of the Counci 1 (ISBA26/C/CRP.1) and comments on the

draft regulations on the exploitation of mineral resources in the Arca (ISBA/25/C/2), together with the comments received from other States members of the International
Seabed Authority, observers and stakeholders.

* Tentative.
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Negotiations In the Council
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14 - 20 Port Royal Street Kingston, Jamaica
Phone: +1 (876) 922-9105
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With that final remark, I would like to note that the Council has recognized that considerable amount of work ahead, in the light of the mandate of the Authority to regulate the exploitation of mineral resources and to develop a robust and comprehensive regulatory regime for the Area.  
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