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The UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)

Management of Ocean space & resources
(living & non-living)

• Adoption: 1982, 
• Entry into force: 1994
• 168 Parties
(46 African States)

• Adoption: 1994
• Entry into force: 1996
• 150 Parties 
(37 African States)

Preamble: 
establishing a peaceful order for the seas 

which promotes 
‘the equitable and efficient utilisation of 
their resources, the conservation of their 
living resources and the study, protection 

and preservation of the marine 
environment.’

‘Implementing Agreement’ (Part. XI)

OVERVIEW OF THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK

ADSR Workshop/ 16-18 May 2019 – Pretoria, South Africa

1994 
Agreement
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