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Introduction

 What are the factors hindering Nigeria’s participation in the deep seabed area
and how can we resolve them?

 UNCLOS states that the part of the ocean that is beyond National jurisdiction is
called “the Area” and its resources is the “Common Heritage of Humankind.

 The ADSR project was conceived at the 2017 UN Ocean Conference, for the
“Promotion of sustainable development of Africa’s deep seabed resources in
support of Africa’s blue economy”

 The ISA has awarded over 30 contracts for exploration in The Area, none of
which are of African descent.



DEEP-SEA MINERALS A  - POLYMETALLIC NODULES
B – POLYMETALLIC SULPHIDES

C- COBALT-RICH CRUST
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Deep Seabed Exploration



Benefits of Deep Seabed Mining

Creation of jobs for locals Production of household 
equipment and appliances

Technological advancements



The ADSR Project

 Create awareness

 Transfer of knowledge

 Build capacity

 Increase in participation 

 Support Africa’s Blue Economy



EXPERIENCE WITH THE ISA

WORKING WITH EOSG

ISA 26TH SESSIONTRAINING SESSIONS

PROJECT WORK

USE OF FACILITIES

ISA

WORKSHOP
(WEBINARS)
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ISA



EXPERIENCE WITH ISA



Nigeria’s involvement in deep seabed exploration: 
Challenges and Prospective Remedies

 Lack of awareness
 Inadequate Modern Technologies 
 Inadequate Technical Manpower 
 Inadequate Scientific Research
 Incapacitated Maritime Institutions 
 Unavailability of a Centralized 

Database
 Financial constraints.

Prevalent and underlying 

challenges have undermined 

and derailed efforts in the 

International seabed regime. 

If unchecked, they could have 

a damaging effect on 

maritime development and 

the Blue Economy Agenda of 

the nation.  



Prospective Remedies

 Workshops and Seminars 

 Policy Creation 

 Transfer of Knowledge 

 Capacity Building/Training 

 Sensitization Exercises

A. Strategic Partnership
with the ISA



Prospective Remedies 

B. INCREASED GOVERNMENT
ACTION

 Centralized Maritime database 

 Revitalized Maritime Institutions

 Increased financial support

 Research and Education

 Collaboration with offshore   
mining companies



THE EGINA 
OFFSHORE 
PROJECT



THE USAN 
OFFSHORE PROJECT



DATA 
COLLATED
 Sediment Data
Biogeographic Data
Oceanography Data
Climate Data
Physiographic Data, 
 Etc.



Capacity Building Opportunities

Contractors Training 
Program

Information 
Workshops

Internships

ADSR Project

Endowment Fund 
for MSR

Joint Training Centre

CAPACITY
BUILDING



WORKSHOP 
AND 
SEMINAR



TAKEAWAYS

General knowledge of the deep 
seabed area

Law of the sea

Technical and Scientific 
knowledge

Involvement in ISA commitments

Future Developmental goals





Conclusion and Recommendations

Prevalent issues such as inadequate modern technologies, inadequate marine scientific research,
lack of awareness, etc., have undermined deep seabed exploration efforts in the country.

The Nigerian Government should partner with the ISA to develop a working model that is best
suited for the country for the sustainable development of the marine area.

Nigeria should diversify its economy to include the exploitation of deep seabed minerals, as the
future is leaning towards low carbon emissions important to limit the effects of climate change.

The ADSR Project should be extended so that more opportunities will be awarded to Africans to
build the capacity and also improve the understanding of the deep seabed Area.



Thank you for Listening
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