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What practical steps

a Sponsoring State

needs to take to ensure that

it complies with its obligations?
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Ocean Mineral 

Singapore (OMS)

• Sponsored by 

Singapore (2015)

• Polymetallic nodules

Deep Seabed Mining Act, 2015

• In accordance with 

obligations to Art.139(2) 

& Art 4(4) of Annex III, 

UNCLOS

• Studied provisions of 

UNCLOS, Part XI 

Agreement, etc.

• National legislation of 

other States

• Establishes licensing 

regime to regulate both 

exploration & exploitation

• Under the Act, offence to 

explore / exploit without 

valid licence

• Punishable with fine, 

imprisonment or both
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exploitation separate

• Cannot apply for both 

at same time

• Singapore registered 

company

• No individual

Application considerations:

• Fulfil / Able to fulfil 

qualification standards 

(Art.4, Annex III, 

UNCLOS)

• Intends to apply for 

contract with ISA

• In Singapore’s interest 

to grant licence

• Certificate of sponsorship 

only after licence granted

• Inter-agency taskforce 

evaluation (economic, 

environmental angle)

• Can consult external 

experts
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international law, 
required to comply with 
relevant provisions of 
public international law

• Can require licence 
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contractor) to report 
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• Liable to financial 
penalties if breach 
conditions

• Breach basis for 
suspension/revoke of 
licence

• Can act as deterrent & 

encourage compliance

• Revoking licence allows 

withdrawal of certificate of 

sponsorship

• If fail to find another 

Sponsoring State within 

defined period, ISA contract 

terminated
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In summary:

Legislation illustration of 

how Sponsoring States 

can play role to ensure 

suitable entities 

sponsored, monitor 

activities

• Primary responsibility for 

regulating conduct in 

the Area remains with 

ISA

• Advisory Opinion of 

Seabed Disputes 

Chamber: Sponsoring 

States assist ISA; 

“subordinate role” 

• Comparative study by 

Secretariat on existing 

national legislation 

valuable resource

• Matrix of responsibilities 

between ISA and 

Sponsoring State helps 

development of 

Regulations



Thank you for your attention!

SF


