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I. The African Group and the principle of 
Common Heritage Mankind 

1. Origin and definition  
2. Third United Nations Conference on the Law 

of the Sea (1973-1982)  
3. Preparatory Commission for the ISA [and 

ITLOS] (1983-1994)  
4. Agreement on the Implementation of Part XI 

of the United Nations Convention on the Law 
of the Sea (1990-1994) 
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II. ISA’s distinctive features compared to 
other multilateral forums 

1. Common Heritage of Mankind 
2. Composition of the Council of the Authority  
3. Private sector  
4. Possibility for States to sponsor contractors  
5. ISA seat in Jamaica 
6. 47 out of the 55 member States of the 

African Union are member of the ISA 
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III. ISA’s mining code 
 

1. The set of rules, regulations and procedures 
developed by the ISA to regulate the 
prospection, exploration and exploitation of 
seabed minerals in the Area   

2. The mining code is part of a legal framework 
established by the UNCLOS and the 1994 
Implementing Agreement  

3. Resources: polymetallic nodules, polymetallic 
sulphides and cobalt-rich crusts   

4. The code is not yet complete 
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III. ISA’s mining code 
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IV. Path towards the ISA’s exploitation 
mining code 

 • 2015 (ISA21): Assembly decision on first periodic 
review under Article 154 of UNCLOS   

• 2016 (ISA22): interim report  
• 2017 (ISA23): 
 final report and adoption of a decision of the 

Assembly of the ISA regarding the final report from 
the first periodic review of the international regime 
of the Zone, conducted pursuant to Article 154 of 
UNCLOS 

publication by the secretariat of the ISA of a zero 
draft regulations on the exploitation of mineral 
resources in the Area 
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V. Contribution of the African Group  
 

• August 2017: publication of a zero draft exploitation 
regulations during the 23th ISA session 

• December 2017: first written submission of the African 
Group  

• March 2018: first meeting of the Council for the 24th ISA 
session 

• July 2018: Second meeting of the Council for the 24th 
session of the ISA (two submissions by the African Group)   

• September 2018: fourth written submission 
• February 2019: first meeting of the Council for the 25th ISA 

session (comments delivered + proposal of a draft decision 
to extend and expand the mandate of the SG’s Special 
Representative on the Enterprise) 
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V. Contribution of the African Group 
December 2017 

• Workshop held in New York in early December 
2017, in collaboration with the African Center 
for Minerals Development   

• End of December 2017, written submission of 
the African Group: 
www.isa.org.jm/files/documents/EN/Regs/20
17/MS/Algeria.pdf 
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V. Contribution of the African Group 
December 2017 

1. Structure of the draft exploitation regulations  
2. Common Heritage of Mankind  
3. Role of the Council of the Authority  
4. Balance of powers between Member States and 

Secretariat  
5. Respective responsibilities between ISA and the 

sponsoring states  
6. Balance between transparency and 

confidentiality  
7. Strengthening environmental aspects   
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V. Contribution of the African Group 
March 2018 

Council meeting at the first part of the ISA 24th 
session: 

1. Payment mechanism  
2. Role of sponsoring States  
3. Environmental protection  
4. Roles of the Council, the Secretary General and 

the Legal and Technical Commission of the ISA in 
the Exploitation Regulations  

5. Role and legal status of standards, 
recommendations and guidelines 
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V. Contribution of the African Group 
July 2018 

Council meeting at the second part of the ISA 
24th session: 

• Deliberations  
• Written submission concerning the 

operationalization of the Enterprise 
• Written submission regarding the economic 

model 
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V. Contribution of the African Group 
September 2018 
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V. Contribution of the African Group  
February 2019 

Council meeting at the first part of the ISA 24th 
session: 
• Comments on the MIT comparative report and 

the report of the informal working group on the 
financial model 

• Comments on the draft exploitation regulations  
• Submission of a draft decision to extend and 

expand the mandate of the SG’s Special 
Representative on the Enterprise  
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Link to statement on the Financial Model (1st part of ISA25): http://bit.do/eSx4u 
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Link to decision: http://bit.do/eSyp4  



V. Contribution of the African Group  
The Way forward 

 
• Next Africa Group’s coordination: a two day 

workshop, on 3 and 4 June 2019, in New York 
 

• Upcoming African Group’s engagement in the 
ISA: second part of the 25th session, 15-26 July 
2019, in Kingston 
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Conclusion 



 
 

 

Thank you 
Dankie/Siyabonga/Reyalebuha 

Obrigado 
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