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Scientific 
advancement 

Environmentally 
sustainable & 

commercially viable 
activities in the Area

Responsible management 
of the Oceans & their 

resources

Marine Scientific Research



Legal framework

@NOAA



UNCLOS

Part VII 
High SeasPart XIII

MSR

Not unjustifiably interfere with 
other legitimate uses

Art. 240 (c)

Art. 240 (d)

compliance with relevant 
regulations

Art. 256

Right of all States to conduct 
MSR in the Area 

Part XI
The Area

Art. 143(3)

international 
cooperation 

freedom of MSR

Art. 87(1) (f)

Art. 87(2)

Due regard
• for the interests of 

other States
• for the rights under 

UNCLOS w/ respect to 
activities in the Area.

Art. 143(1)

peaceful purposes 
&  benefit of mankind



UNCLOS, article 143Marine Scientific Research

ISA shall promote and 
encourage the conduct of 
marine scientific research

in the Area

ISA shall coordinate and 
disseminate the results of 
such research and analysis 

when available

ISA shall encourage 
appropriate programmes (…) 
for the benefit of developing 

States & technology less 
developed States



Accommodation of activities in the Area and in 
the marine environment 

Art.147

“reasonable regard” for other activities in the marine 
environment

reciprocal provision 
(“reasonable regard” for activities in the Area)



R O L E  O F  I S A  ?
• carry out MSR 
• enter into contracts

• promote & encourage 
the conduct of MSR

• develop programs for 
developing States & 
technologically less 
developed States

Exclusive right of 
contractors

dissemination of 
research results 

& analysis



ISA MSR Action Plan in 
support of the UN Decade 
of Ocean Science for 
Sustainable Development 





SRP6
Strengthen 
deep-sea 
scientific 
capacity

SRP5
Promote 

scientific data 
sharing and 
deep-sea 
literacy SRP4

Understanding 
environmental 

impacts

SRP3
Environmental-

sound 
technological 
innovations

SRP2
Standardize 

methodologies 
for biodiversity 
assessments

SRP1
Advance 

knowledge 
of deep-sea 
ecosystems

Strategic 
research 
priorities



• MoU, 2000
• On-going cooperation
• ISA contributed to all stages of 

planning phase of UN Decade

SCIENTIFIC OBJECTIVES

1

Increase 
capacity to 
generate, 

understand, 
manage & 
use ocean 
knowledge

2

Identify & 
generate 
required 

ocean data, 
information 

& knowledge

3

Build 
comprehensive 
understanding 
of the ocean & 

ocean 
governance 

systems

4

Increase the use 
of ocean 

knowledge

SOCIETAL OUTCOMES

ISA / IOC-UNESCO partnership

• IOC-UNESCO consulted 
• Inputs reflected in ISA MSR 

Action Plan

STRATEGIC RESEARCH PRIORITIESISA MSR Action Plan

UN DECADE OF OCEAN SCIENCE





MSR activities in the Area must 
not unreasonably interfere with 
a contractor’s rights and duties 

under its contract with ISA 
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