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From EE Times: Rare earth supply chain: Industry’s common cause by Colin Johnson 





The Earth’s surface is 71% water covered 

















“Finding enough Te for CdTe is the largest 
barrier to the multi-terawatt use of CdTe 
for solar-cell electricity. It is widely 
regarded as the lowest cost photovoltaic 
technology with the greatest potential. 
This is important to the US and the 
world” (Ken Zweibel, National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory) 





From USGS REE fact sheet 





Bayan Obo & Mountain Pass average less than 1% HREEs 
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