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INSTITUTIONALIZATION 

•  Ins2tu2ons?	What	are	they?	
• How	do	they	work?	

ORGANIZATION	 PROCESSES	
INCREASED	
COMPLEXITY	

DEMANDS	FOR	MORE	
INSTITUTIONALIZATION	
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Science	

Global	
economy	

Technology	

Ins2tu2onaliza2on	
processes	 Fragmenta2on	of	global	

law:	
	
…transforma2on	from	
norma2ve	(poli2cs,	
morality,	law)	to	cogni2ve	
expecta2ons	(economy,	
science,	technology)	
	

Niklas	Luhmann	(1971)	



A PERSPECTIVE FROM A COASTAL-
DEVELOPING COUNTRY 

Actors	
States/Private	Enterprises/
NGOS/Scien2fic	socie2es	
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POWER… LAW… INSTITUTIONS… POWER… LAW… INSTITUTIONS… 



THE ISA EVOLUTIVE APPROACH


RISKS	

NORMATIVE	GROWTH	

Draft exploitation code 
 

[Ongoing process] 

Prospec2ng	

Explora2on	

Exploita2on	

Regulations on Prospecting and Exploration for 
Polymetallic Nodules in the Area (2000)	

Regulations on prospecting and exploration for 
polymetallic sulphides in the Area (2010)	

Regulations on Prospecting and Exploration 
for Cobalt-rich Ferromanganese Crusts in the 
Area (2012)	



Developing countries in the seabed regime


TWOFOLD	CHALLENGE	

GENERAL	
OBLIGATION	

To	secure	effec2ve	
compliance	with	
norms	concerning	
ac2vi2es	in	the	Area	

DIRECT	OBLIGATIONS	
Precau2onary	
approach,	

environmental	
impact	assessments	

DUE	DILIGENCE	

SCIENTIFIC	&	TECHNOLOGICAL	DEVELOPMENT	



THE ISA MANDATE: TECHNICAL COOPERATION 
WITH DEVELOPING COUNTRIES


Mineral	resources	
of	the	seabed	

• Right	to	
par2cipate	
effec2vely	in	
ac2vi2es	in	
the	Area	

Environmental	
protec2on	

• Ensure	
environmental	
protec2on	

Marine	scien2fic	
research	

• Strengthening	
capabili2es	in	
developing	
countries	



COOPERATION IN THE SEABED REGIME
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THANK	YOU	FOR	YOUR	ATTENTION!	

FACULTAD	DE	CIENCIAS	NATURALES	Y	OCEANOGRÁFICAS	


