The 1982 United Nations Conventlon
on the Law of the Sea




The Law of the Sea




The Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the

- Sea opened ind497 3 and cencluded in-1982-Thefirst draft -
of the negotiating text for the Treaty was submitted to the
Conference in 1975. Following negotiations over the next

seven years and after several revisions of the text the
new convention was putto vote and adopted in 1982.

The United Nations Convention onithedtaw of the Sea
entered into.force on 16 November 1994. Itis
supplemented by two implementing agreements dealing
respectively with the Seabed/Mining provisions of'the
Convention (Part Xl) and,Straddling and Highly Migratory
Fish Stocks. |




As at 28 February 2011, there were 161 Parties
to the Convention.
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success of the Conventlon

* Itis widely accepted and applied in state
_Wﬁhﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁbﬁ_ﬁﬁﬁﬁfumy and

consistency and followed by.competent
International organizations and technical bodies

related to oceans.
* |t IS recognized as the paramount source for

the modern Law of.the Sea by judicial bodies.

* |t provides Important point of reference for
parties and non-parties:

t has provided staliity in and certainty in the
aw of the sea.




Achievements of the Convention

* |t settles the breadth of the territorial sea at 12 nautical
miles, with the right of Innocent passage through those

A TidtoT S T - :
In the territorial sea for the purpose of. international
navigation.

« |t provides for resource jurisdiction ina 200 nautical
mile exclusive economic zone, including’ measures for the
long-term sustainability of fisheries reseurees and
jurisdiction for environmentalregulations:

« It provides for extended continental shelf jurisdiction,
where it exists beyond 200 nattical miles combining
scientific and geological criteria for the outer limit.







e |t contains rules in considerable detail for the

protection and preservation of the. marine environment
and imposes a duty on all States to implement the rules.

« |t establishes mechanisms and procedures for

compulsory settlement ‘of disputes arising from fthe
interpretation and application of its provisions.

e Its universal acceptance and widespread application in
State practice provides a common framework tor relations
among States on maritime ISsues.

It provides certainty andstability in international law
of the sea and makes an important contribution to.global
peace and security.
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CONTINENTAL SHELF

(1} Where the continental shelf extends beyvond 200 miles, the outer
limit of the shelf is fixed according to a complex formula based on the
thickness of the sedimentary layer criteria from the foot of the slope

Sowvereign rights of the
coastal State over
resources of the scabed
and subsoil.
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Maritime space under the 1982 United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea. -
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Institutions created by the Convention




International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea

- The International Fribunal for the Law of-the Sea
IS a specialized body created by the Convention
to settle disputes that arise in the interpretation

and application of the provisions of the
Convention.

The Tribunal, which has its headguarters in
Hamburg, Germany, became operationalin
October 1996, two years after the Convention
came into force.




Commission on the Limits of the Continental

The purpose of the Commission is to facilitate the implementation
of the Convention

Coastal States are required by the Convention to submit data and
information on the outer limit of the Continental Shelf in
accordance with the technical and scientific formula provided Iin
the Convention.

The Commission examines the data and information.to determine
if the coastal state’s claim to the outer limits of its continental
shelf is in conformity with the Comvention previsions. If satisfied
the Commission makes its recommendation te the coastal state.
The coastal state then estapliShes the outer limits of its shelf on
the basis of the recommeéndations.




The International Seabed Authority

* The International Seabed Authority is an
autonomous international organization with its

neadguarters in '\InGQ [on, Jamaica

* It is the organization through which States organize
and control activities in the seabed and the subsoill
beyond the limits of‘national jurisdiction (the Area),
particularly with a view to administering the
resources of the Area.

* The Area and its resources are the common heritage of
mankind, and should be developed for the benetfit of
mankind as a whole, on whose behalf the Autherity
administers the Area.




Main Functions of the Authority

* Adopt rules, regulatlons and procedures
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* Promote and encourage marine scientific
research in the Area.

* Protect and conserveithe natural resources

of the Area and preyent damage to the
flora and fauna of the marine environment.




Other activities of the Authority




Endowment Fund




New Challenges for the Law of the Sea

* An important feature of the Convention is its capacity to adapt
to new and changing circumstances.

Implementation of many of its provisions through competent
International organizations such as the International Maritime
Organization, FAQO, regional fisheries commissions and
regional environmental programmes.

« A few situations that required the resolution of certain ISSues
relating to the Convention have been dealt with through
Implementing agreements :

(1) The 1994 Implementing Agreément te resolve the
outstanding issues relating.to Part XI (the deep seabed mining
provisions) of the Convention

(2)  The 1996 ImplementingfAgreement on thesproblems of
management of Straddling and.Highly Migratory Fish Stocks,
iInspired by the Rio Conferegce on Environment and
Development. |




Some Current Challenges




Ecosystem - based fisheries Management

 The main goal is to ensure, sustainability.of
catches without compromising the inherent
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ecosystem
* It requires much more data and information

about ecological relationshipstand the impact of
human activities than in singlé-species
management regimes

* |t requires greater regional integration and more
coordinated approach at global levele.g. data
collection and scientific @nalysis of large marine
ecosystems




Protection of marine biodiversity




Marine genetic resources

 Management of marine genetic resources has

multifaceted
(1) concerns on the impact on the marine

environment of the recovery of genetic
resources

(2) fair access to genetic resaurces for less
technologically advanced states

(3) sharing of the financial and other benefits
derived from genetic resources

(4) lack of enviropmental regulations of
unrestrained scientific activity







