


Informal WG 
Mandate

• An informal working group on 
institutional matters including 
the role and responsibilities of 
the various organs of the 
International Seabed Authority, 
timelines, recourse to 
independent expertise, and 
stakeholder participation.



What is 
understood by 
“ institutional 

matters” or 
arrangements?

• A set of agreements on the division of 
the respective responsibilities of the 
different organs and stakeholders of an 
organization. The success of 
institutional arrangements is dependent 
on the existence of a clear  division and 
assignment of responsibilities, as well as 
a clear definition of the rights of each 
organ and stakeholder, to avoid 
misunderstandings, duplication of work 
or omission of significant elements of 
work.



For assigning   specific roles to the different organs, States 
Parties  should take into consideration the type of role 
(nature) to be assigned and  the mandate of the organ 
(technical, administrative, consultative,, decision making).

In order to ensure timely response State Parties may want 
to adopt processes and mechanisms to guarantee prompt 
actions by the appropriate organ.



Scope: what 
will be 
covered by the 
WG?

• No specific sections or 
provisions of the draft 
exploitation regulations have  
been suggested, either by the 
title of the working group or 
by recently adopted 
“roadmap” .

• The facilitators suggest the 
followings:



How should these 
principles be meaningfully 
applied in the regulations?

Are all fundamental 
principles included in the 
draft regulations? Should 
the term “Fundamental 

Policies “be applied? What 
does it mean?

Do principles  have a 
higher hierarchy than 

policies?

What language we 
want/need to ensure 

transparency and public 
participation?

What are the roles of the 
Legal and Technical 

Commission (“LTC”) and 
the Council in the event of 

Serious Harm or a threat of 
Serious Harm? 

Should there be mandatory 
inspections upon 

notification of coastal 
states of possible harm, 

how and when?



Might the ISA instead develop a suite of policy 
documents that could be cross-referenced 

(e.g. production policy, environmental policy, 
sustainability policy, gender and inclusivity 

policy?

Is DR 3 sufficient to ensure the ISA gathers the data it 
needs, both within and outside contractor areas, to both 

understand and manage regional and cumulative impacts 
from multiple mining operations?







Should the regulations specify 
what modifications to a Plan 
of Work would constitute a 

material change? Should 
Standards be developed to 

that effect? (DR 57 (2))]

What should be the role of the 
Secretary General in modifying 

the Plan of Work? (DR 57 (4))

What consultations may be 
required before a modification 

can be approved? 

In addition to periodic 
intervals, what subjective 
criteria should trigger the 
review of a Plan of Work? 

Which ISA organs should be 
involved in the review? 

Should independent experts 
be engaged in the review? 





What kind of data should be 
considered confidential 
information? (DR 89 (1))

Should there be consistency 
between data classification 

standards for exploration and 
exploitation regimes? (DR 89 

(2))

How should the procedures to 
ensure confidentiality align with 

the ISA’s wider data 
management strategy? (DR 90)

What should be the timeline to 
hand over data and information 

to the Authority about the 
contract area, upon the 

expiration of an exploitation 
contract? (DR 91)

What should be the components 
of a Seabed Mining Register? 

(DR 92)





Are the provisions of the 
Regulations that apply to 
Contractors, as currently 

drafted, appropriate also for 
application to the Enterprise? 

Are additional provisions 
required to regulate specific 

circumstances that may arise 
where the Enterprise is 

conducting activities in the 
Area 

What is the role of the 
Economic and Planning 
Commission in setting 
policies or reviewing 

applications for Plan of Work? 

Should there be a separate 
“environmental” arm of the 

Secretariat or the 
Commission? 

Should the Regulations 
include mechanisms that 

facilitate issues to be raised 
proactively with the ISA e.g. a 

whistle-blowing scheme, a 
public complaints procedure





The organs of the authority

Assembly                                Council             Secretariat     

Secretary-General             Legal and Technical Commission

Finance Committee                 Economic Planning Commission 

Enterprise
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