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• China’s Deep Sea environment policy 
 National Policy for Ecological Civilization 

 China’s Position on Seabed Regimes 

 National Law on Deep Seabed 

• China’s deep sea environmental 
practice  

Outline 



• Strive to build a resource-conserving, 
environmentally friendly society. 

• Implement the strictest possible 
environmental protection policy. 

• Work to shape spatial layouts, industrial 
structures, modes of production, and 
ways of life that are conducive to 
resource conservation and 
environmental protection.  

• Nature should be respected, adapted to, 
and protected; lucid waters and lush 
mountains are invaluable assets. 

National Policy for Ecological Civilization 

——Xi Jinping's 
Report at 19th 
CPC National 
Congress 
 



Main Positions on Seabed Regimes 

• Insist on the principle of 
common heritage of 
mankind 
 

• Use of the Area 
exclusively for peaceful 
purposes 
 

• Balance the utilization of 
the resources and the 
protection of environment 



National Law on Deep Seabed 

 Adopted by the Standing Committee of the 
National People’s Congress on February 26, 2016 

 Promulgated through No.42 Order of the 
President Xi, PRC 

The Law of the People’s 
Republic of China on 
Exploration for and 
Exploitation of Resources in 
the Deep Seabed 



National Law on Deep Seabed 

 Peaceful and sustain-
able use 

 Collaboration and 
sharing 

 No less  than  ISA 
environment standards 

 Maintaining  common  
      interests of mankind 

 Regulating  activities  
 Protecting marine 

environment 
 Advancing science and 

technology 
 Promoting sustainable 

utilization  
 Safeguarding the common 

interests of mankind 

Principles Aims  



7 Chapters and 29 Articles 
I. General Provisions 

II. Exploration and Exploitation 

III. Environment Protection 

IV. Science and Technology Research 

and Resource Investigation 

V. Supervision and Inspection 

VI. Legal Liability 

VII. Supplementary Provisions 

National Law on Deep Seabed 



• China’s Deep Sea environment policy 

• China’s deep sea environmental practice 
 COMRA’s Mission  

 Balance: Utilization Vs Environment 

 Practice in Seabed Area 

 The Future 

 

Outline 



COMRA’s Mission 
 

Exploring new resources and promoting the establishment of  
a deep sea industry; 

Increasing cognition of the deep sea environment and 
development of the sea technology & equipment;  

Participating in the regime  
    development of the Area for 
   the peaceful utilization; 

Fulfilling the obligations  

as required of a contractor 

 

 



Three contracts holder 

2001 

Contract for exploration  
of polymetallic nodules 

2011 

Contract for exploration of polymetallic sulphides 

2014 

Contract for exploration 
 of cobalt-rich crust 

Photo of cobalt-rich crusts 
by COMRA 

Photo of polymetallic sulphides 
by COMRA 

Photo of polymetallic nodules 
by COMRA 



Balance: Utilization Vs Environment 

 COMRA Side event of "Balance of 

Resources Exploitation and 

Environmental Protection” during the 

23rd session of ISA. 

 East Pacific Triangle REMP Proposal  

 The initiative: consistent with UN and 

ISA Reselution. 



Triangle REMP:  
 Consistent with UN and ISA Reselutions 
  



Practice in Seabed Area 

NaVaBa Program: 
Practice in  CCF Zone 

COMRA’s Contract for Polymetallic  Nodules 

COMRA’s 
Contract Area 



Natural Variability Baseline Study Program 

Baseline is not a horizontal line, rather a 
variational  line, may be influenced by EI Nino 
and La Nina 

Onsite survey on annual basis, to cumulate the 
baseline, to get the Variability 

To conduct IMPCAT test, distinct the changes 
from nature influence and the disturbance of 
human activity 

NaVaBa Program 



NaVaBa Program: 
Practice in  CCF Zone 

Practice in Seabed Area 



Photo taken by “JIAOLONG” from APEI 

NaVaBa Program:  
Data provided to ISA, 
including APEI data 



 U LOOP PLAN : 
Practice in  Indian 
and Atlantic Ocean 

COMRA’s CONTRACT for Polymetallic  Sulfides 

COMRA’s 
Contract Area 

Practice in Seabed Area 



U LOOP PLAN: Practice in  Indian and Atlantic Ocean 

1. Biodiversity, endemism and biogeographic 
relationships 

2. Connectivity at multiple time and spatial 
scales and their drivers/barriers 

3. Define the frame of indices used in the 
assessment of biodiversity protection in vent 
ecosystems 

4. Establishment of the framework for the 
environmental management for polymetallic 
sulphide in these areas  

 



        

        

U LOOP PLAN:  
Practice in  Indian 
and Atlantic Ocean 



TRIANGALE REMP :  
Practice in Western 
Pacific  

COMRA’s CONTRACT for Cobalt-rich Crusts 

COMRA’s 
Contract Area 

Practice in Seabed Area 



China 

Japan 

Russia 

Korea  

Base map from the ISA 

Pigafetta basin 
 

 East mariana basin 

TRIANGALE REMP : Practice in Western Pacific 



Zooplankton 
Data from China Ocean Mineral Resources R&D Association Particle flux at Caiwei 

TRIANGALE REMP : Practice in Western Pacific 



The Future 
• Countries are becoming increasingly interconnected 

and interdependent. 
• No country can address alone the many challenges 

facing mankind; no country can afford to retreat 
into self-isolation. 

• Deep sea is so vast and exists so many mysteries and 
deep sea going is so costly. No a single scientist, nor a 
institution could solely takes the whole challenge and 
bear the burden.    



The future of the world 
rests in the hands of the 
people of all countries; the 
future of mankind hinges 
on the choices they make.  
 
We, the Chinese, are ready 
to work with the people of 
all other countries to build 
a community with a shared 
future for mankind and 
create a bright tomorrow 
for all of us. 
                    ——Xi Jinping  



Thank you for your attention! 
                        


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	National Policy for Ecological Civilization
	Main Positions on Seabed Regimes
	National Law on Deep Seabed
	National Law on Deep Seabed
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	COMRA’s Mission�
	Three contracts holder
	Balance: Utilization Vs Environment
	Triangle REMP: �	Consistent with UN and ISA Reselutions� 
	Practice in Seabed Area
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	U LOOP PLAN: Practice in  Indian and Atlantic Ocean
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	The Future
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25

