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“The Area and its 

resources are the 

common heritage of 

mankind.”



Access to the Area

Access for qualified applicants only on the basis of a contract with 

the ISA acting on behalf of mankind as a whole

State party to the 1982 
Convention or

State enterprise 
sponsored by a State 

party or

Natural or juridical 
person possessing the 
nationality of a State 

Party and sponsored by 
a State Party or

The Enterprise



Mining Code

Polymetallic

nodules
Cobalt-rich crusts

Polymetallic

sulphides

Regulations cover prospecting and exploration only

Rules for exploitation currently under 

development



Process

Qualified entity

Application for approval of plan 
of work

State party to the 1982 
Convention or

State enterprise sponsored 
by a State party or

Natural or juridical person 
possessing the nationality 

of a State Party and 
sponsored by a State Party 

or

The Enterprise



Process

Sponsoring State

Qualified entity

Application for approval of plan 
of work



Polymetallic nodules

Two sites of equal 

estimated commercial 

value (one for the 

contractor, one to be 

reserved)

Any geographical 

configuration and need 

not be a single area

Each site not more than 

150,000 Km2 in size, 

relinquish to 75,000 

Km2



Polymetallic sulphides

Maximum 100 blocks (10 km 

x 10 km). Map shows 

hypothetical example of 

distribution of clusters of 

contiguous blocks within a 

constraint area superimposed 

on known resource 

distribution in the Central 

Atlantic.



Cobalt-rich crusts

Each exploration block no more 

than 20 Km2, may be square or 

rectangle.

Maximum of 150 block, 

arranged in clusters of 

maximum 5 contiguous blocks.

Clusters need not be contiguous 

but must be in a constraint area 

measuring 550 x 550 Km.

Total exploration area 3,000 

Km2, to be relinquished down to 

500 km2



Process

Consideration by Legal and 
Technical Commission

Sponsoring State

Qualified entity

Application for approval of plan 
of work



Process

Approval by Council

Consideration by Legal and 
Technical Commission

Sponsoring State

Qualified entity

Application for approval of plan 
of work



Process

Contract for Exploration

Approval by Council

Consideration by Legal and 
Technical Commission

Sponsoring State

Qualified entity

Application for approval of plan 
of work



Polymetallic sulphidesPolymetallic nodules Cobalt-rich crusts

Exploration contracts issued by ISA



Exploration contracts issued by ISA



Exploration contracts issued by ISA



Reserved areas

Available to the Enterprise 
or a developing State or 

entity sponsored by a 
developing State



Reserved areas



Standard contract terms

 15 year duration, extension for 5 years in 

‘exceptional circumstances’

 Progressive relinquishment

 Mandatory training programme for personnel of 

developing countries

 Annual reporting 

 Minimum exploration expenditure 

 Preference for exploitation 

 Disputes to be settled in accordance with Part XI, 

Section 5, of the Convention, including recourse to 

Seabed Disputes Chamber



Environment

This? Or this?



Environment

 Baseline data

 Best practices

 Precautionary approach

 Annual reporting 

 Monitoring

 Evaluation

 Prior EIA for test mining 



Moving to exploitation



Exploitation?


