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On 10 December 2022, the international community will celebrate 
the 40th anniversary of the adoption of the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). This provides a timely 
opportunity to take stock of the numerous contributions of UNCLOS 
to peace and order in the ocean and to the sustainable development 
of ocean spaces and resources. In addition, it is a moment in time 
to celebrate the particular contribution of women to the progressive 
development of the law of the sea as reflected in UNCLOS and 
related instruments.

The International Seabed Authority, in partnership with the 
Permanent Representation of Singapore to the United Nations and 
the Permanent Mission of Malta to the ISA and to the UN, organizes 
the Women in the Law of the Sea (WILOS) conference to shine a light 
on the important contribution of women to the law of the sea, the 
participation of women in the institutions created by UNCLOS and 
related regional and sub-regional organizations and the pathways to 
enhance the potential for women to contribute to the law of the sea 
in the future. Most notably, the conference provides an opportunity 
to hear from female experts from developing States and especially 
from least developed countries, landlocked developing countries 
and small islands developing States.

Background
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The adoption of the United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea forty years ago marked the 
establishment of a globally accepted legal regime 
governing the uses of the ocean and its resources. 

The contribution of women to the successful 
development and implementation of the law of 
the sea for the benefit of humankind as a whole, 
including the most vulnerable, has always been and 
will always be critical. Strong and clear voices of 
women in the law of the sea, such as those presented 
at the Women in the Law of the Sea conference, can 
ensure that the gender dimensions of policies related 
to the conservation and sustainable use of the ocean 
and its resources are fully considered. 

Unfortunately, gender equality in the law of the sea is 
not a reality yet. Women are still underrepresented in 
this sector as well as in deep-sea science and marine 
scientific research. This latter point is evidenced in 
the ISA’s pioneering report, “Empowering Women 
from LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS in Deep-Sea Research,” 
launched on 30 June 2022 at the United Nations 
Ocean Conference in Lisbon, Portugal. 

This is why actively supporting women’s empowerment 
and leadership in marine scientific research for the 
development of an inclusive and sustainable ocean 
economy is so important. ISA is proud to be a leader 
on that front and to be taking practical steps to identify 
and implement specific actions that will result in a more 
visible role for women in maritime and ocean affairs.

Foreword
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This conference is part of an action plan developed by ISA under 
the auspices of the new Impact Group on Research and Oceans for 
Women launched by the International Gender Champions to provide 
a platform to facilitate synergies and collective actions to increase 
the participation of women in ocean affairs. Our objectives, to which 
we are fully committed at the highest level, are not only to ensure 
meaningful participation of women in maritime and ocean affairs 
but also to provide opportunities to women from developing States 
and especially women from least developed countries, landlocked 
developing countries and small island developing States.

Events, such as the Women in the Law of the Sea conference, offer a 
unique opportunity to create a contemporary global order based on 
gender parity and gender-balanced ocean governance. We are proud 
and grateful to see such wide participation and to experience such 
dedicated support for our continued efforts and common vision. 

I am particularly grateful to the Under-Secretary-General for Legal 
Affairs and Legal Counsel, Mr Miguel de Serpa Soares, and the 
Permanent Mission of Singapore to the United Nations as well as 
the Permanent Mission of Malta to the ISA and to the UN for their 
support for this conference as well to our eminent co-chairs, Dr. Annick 
de Marffy-Mantuano and Judge María Teresa Infante Caffi, whose 
dedication and commitment towards this initiative have been critical 
to make it a reality. 

H.E. Mr. Michael W. Lodge 
Secretary-General  
International Seabed Authority
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Annick de Marffy-Mantuano has a long-standing 
career in the law of the sea and ocean affairs. She 
is the former Director of the United Nations Division 
for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea and the 
former President of the Scientific Board of the 
Institut du droit économique de la mer, Monaco. As 
a former member of the Advisory Committee for the 
International Seabed Authority Secretary-General’s 
Award for Excellence in Deep-Sea Research, she 
advised the Secretary-General on the merits of the 
achievements of potential candidates.

Dr. de Marffy-Mantuano has a distinguished academic 
career with lecturing experience at the Rhodes Academy 
of Oceans Law and Policy and the United Nations 
Audiovisual Library of International Law. As an editor of the 
Annual Review on International Law of the Sea (Annuaire 
du droit de la mer, vols. XV to XXIV), Paris, she reviewed 
numerous publications related to the law of the sea. She 
is also a published author of a book and numerous articles 
on ocean affairs and the law of the sea, both in French 
and English. 

Dr. de Marffy-Mantuano is a member of the National 
Council of the Sea, Monaco, the French Society for 
International Law (Société française pour le droit 
international) and a former member of the American 
Society of International Law.

Annick de Marffy-Mantuano
Co-Chair, 2022 Women in the Law  
of the Sea Conference
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María Teresa Infante Caffi is a lawyer and a judge with a rich 
career as an academic, practitioner and diplomat. She has a 
degree from the Faculty of Law and Institute of International 
Studies, University of Chile, and pursued her postgraduate 
studies in Madrid, Geneva and The Hague. She is a director of 
the Institute of International Studies of the University of Chile 
and co-Director of the LL.M. program in Investments, Trade 
and Arbitration, offered jointly by the University of Heidelberg 
and the University of Chile, Santiago and Heidelberg. She is a 
former President of the Chilean Society of International Law 
and the Latin American Society of International Law and a 
member of the Institute of International Law, International 
Law Association and Instituto Hispano Luso Americano de 
Derecho Internacional.

Prof. Infante taught at the Diplomatic Academy of Chile, 
the Winter Program on International Law, CEDIN, University 
of Minas Gerais, Belo Horizonte, Brazil, the course on 
international law at the Inter-American Juridical Committee, 
the International Law Academy of The Hague, external 
program, the Bancaja Euro Mediterranean courses on 
International Law, Bancaja International Center for Peace 
and Development and Universitat Jaume I, Castellón, the 
ITLOS-Nippon Program International Tribunal for the Law of 
the Sea, the National University of Córdoba, Argentina. 

Prof. Infante was a Directora Nacional de Fronteras y Límites 
del Estado of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Chile. She is 
a co-agent of Chile in cases before the International Court 
of Justice. She was also an Ambassador of Chile to the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands, a Permanent Representative 
to the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons. 
She represented her country at the Assembly of States 
Parties of the International Criminal Court and the Council of 
the Permanent Court of Arbitration. She has been a judge at 
the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea since 2020.

María Teresa Infante Caffi 
Co-Chair, 2022 Women in the Law  
of the Sea Conference
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Abra Kadjogbe  
Olanlo Afanvi
Abra Kadjogbe Olanlo Afanvi is the Director of 
the Blue Economy at the High Council for the 
Sea, the Presidency of the Republic of Togo.

Ms. Afanvi is an environmental engineer by 
training skilled in ocean governance, particularly 
the preservation of the marine environment. Her 
career in the maritime field began in 2017 as an 
environmental affairs officer. She contributed 
to decision-making and defining policies and 
planning tools related to marine pollution 
management, coastal erosion management, 
marine and coastal biodiversity preservation, 
and integrated coastal zone management.

Ms. Afanvi oversees communication and 
external relations in the Women in Maritime 
in Africa. She holds the position of patron in 
the Women in Maritime of West and Central 
Africa. She is a consultant in environmental 
assessments and sustainable development.
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Amal Albawardi
Amal Albawardi holds a Master’s in International 
Legal Commercial Transactions and Logistics. 
She has two professional diplomas in 
international law on international commercial 
arbitration and sea and borders delimitation. 
She is an active member of the International 
Maritime Organization’s Arab Women in 
Maritime Association.

Ms. Albawardi worked as a diplomat in the 
General Department of Legal Affairs at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Saudi Arabia. 
She also lectured on International Law of 
Human Rights and Commercial Law at Prince 
Muhammad bin Fahd University, Saudi Arabia, 
and International Commercial Arbitration Law 
for the Lawyers Training Program at Cairo 
University, Egypt.

Ms. Albawardi works in the Ministry of Energy 
of Saudi Arabia as a consultant to the General 
Department of Borders and Lands, conducting 
legal research on matters related to the law of the 
sea and the implementation of its agreements.



Women in the Law of Sea Conference 3

Angela Ha
Angela Ha holds a Bachelor of Arts and 
Bachelor of Legislative Law (Hons I) from 
the University of Sydney and a Bachelor of 
Civil Law (Dist) from the University of Oxford, 
focusing on public international law. She is 
an Australian-qualified lawyer and senior 
associate at the public international law firm 
Volterra Fietta, based in London.  Angela 
advises governments and private clients on a 
wide range of contentious and non-contentious 
public international law issues.  She has acted 
for States before the International Court of 
Justice in cases involving maritime boundary 
delimitation and international human rights law.  
She regularly acts for investors and States in 
investor-State arbitrations involving the energy, 
financial services, manufacturing, construction, 
mining and media sectors.

Ms. Ha lectured in public international law, 
international investment law and international 
energy law at University College London and 
SOAS University of London alongside her legal 
practice. Her prior experience includes working 
as a litigation lawyer at a major Australian law 
firm and in the international arbitration group of 
a global law firm in Paris.
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Caroline Tuckett
Caroline Tuckett joined the Royal Navy as a 
Logistics Officer in 2006. Her first assignment 
at sea was as the Deputy Logistics Officer of a 
destroyer. She was subsequently deployed all 
around the globe.

Commander Tuckett has a Masters by Research 
in international law, focusing on the legal issues 
of sub-threshold operations in the maritime 
environment. She was selected to the Naval Legal 
Services and completed three years of training to 
qualify as a barrister. She served as a legal adviser 
to the Royal Marines 3 Commando Brigade. She 
was also deployed to the United Kingdom Maritime 
Component Command in Bahrain as a legal adviser 
for the Combined Maritime Forces.

In 2020, Commander Tuckett became the lead 
legal adviser in international and operational 
law in the Royal Navy. Currently, she focuses on 
the applicability of international maritime law 
to the military operation of un-crewed vessels. 
She has provided evidence to the House of Lords 
International Relations and Defence Committee 
on this topic.
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Catherine Blanchard
Catherine Blanchard, a qualified barrister 
and solicitor from the Law Society of Ontario, 
Canada, is an Assistant Professor of Public 
International Law at Utrecht University, The 
Netherlands. Her research in the international 
law of the sea covers various topics, including 
international fisheries law, the protection of the 
marine environment, areas beyond national 
jurisdiction and deep-seabed mining. In recent 
years, she has closely followed the BBNJ 
process and advised the Dutch delegation to the 
PREPCOM and Intergovernmental Conference 
meetings in New York.

Prof. Blanchard is affiliated with a multidisciplinary 
project investigating ecological connectivity 
around hydrothermal vent fields, looking into the 
interaction of marine sciences and international law 
in aligning operational effectiveness with regulatory 
effectiveness for the protection of deep-seabed 
ecosystems from mining activities alongside marine 
biologists and ecologists.
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Chiara Pavesi
Chiara Pavesi holds Master’s in Law from 
the Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore in 
Milano, Italy. Her thesis was entitled “The law 
on the use of force: the relationship between 
Islamic law and International Law.” She also 
holds an LL.M. in International Law from the 
University of Nottingham. Her thesis concerned 
the relationship between the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea and the non-
state actors and the use of force by States 
against private oil companies. She was an 
intern in the legal office of the International 
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea in Hamburg. 
She participated in the Jean Monnet Summer 
School on the European Union and the Law of 
the Sea in 2021.

Ms. Pavesi is a research assistant and project 
coordinator in the Associazione di Consulenza 
in Diritto del Mare. Her research interests 
include public international law, humanitarian 
law and the law of the sea.
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Desiree Maaño
Desiree Maaño holds a Bachelor’s in biology 
from the University of the Philippines, majoring 
in ecology and a Master’s in environmental 
studies from the University of Tokyo, Japan. 
She is an ecologist with a particular interest 
in coastal and marine conservation. Her 
commitment to protecting the environment and 
serving the Philippines started in 2009 when 
she joined the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources. She has also represented 
her country in many international conventions 
and fora related to ocean conservation 
and protection. One of these is the United 
Nations negotiations on the conservation and 
sustainable use of marine biological diversity 
beyond areas of national jurisdiction.

Ms. Maaño is the Chief of the Coastal and 
Marine Ecosystems Management Section 
of the Biodiversity Management Bureau. Her 
team is instrumental in providing technical 
expertise and advice in implementing national 
policies, plans and programs related to coastal 
and marine biodiversity conservation and 
protection. She has drafted several policies and 
guidelines that have been signed and approved 
and paved the way for protecting some of the 
marine biodiversity-rich areas in the Philippines.
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Dhini Purnamasari
Dhini Purnamasari has a Bachelor of Science 
and Master of Science in Maritime Studies 
from Nanyang Technological University, 
Singapore, and seven years of work experience 
in Singapore’s maritime sector in commercial 
tanker operations and technical ship 
management. She also worked as a researcher 
at the Center for Sustainable Ocean Policy, 
University of Indonesia. She spent a summer 
researching in the Directorate of Legal Affairs 
and Territorial Treaties at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Indonesia.

Ms. Purnamasari is a graduate student at the 
Fletcher School, Tufts University, pursuing 
a Master of Arts in Law and Diplomacy with 
a concentration on Global Governance and 
International Development and Environmental 
Policy. She is a Cornelia M. and Jonathan A. 
Small scholar and a Tufts CREATE Solutions 
graduate fellow researching the roles of 
private regulations in reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions from international shipping.
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Dorota Lost-Sieminska
Dorota Lost-Sieminska holds a Master of 
Laws and PhD in international maritime law 
from the University of Gdansk, Poland and a 
Master’s in Maritime Law and the Law of the 
Sea from the IMO International Maritime Law 
Institute, Malta. She is an advocate admitted to 
the Bar in Gdansk and a member of the Polish 
Academy of Science and Polish Maritime Law 
Association. She was a Director of the Maritime 
Transport and Inland Navigation Department 
in the Ministry of Transport in Warsaw, Poland. 
She led the Polish delegation to various United 
Nations and European Union meetings.

Dr. Lost-Sieminska is a Deputy Director and a 
Head of the Legal Affairs Office in the Legal 
Affairs and External Relations Division, the 
International Maritime Organization. She leads 
the team providing legal advice on various 
complex subjects of international law, treaty law, 
maritime law, the law of the sea and others. She 
regularly represents the International Maritime 
Organization at various international meetings 
and conferences, including the Meetings of the 
States Parties to the United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea and the Intergovernmental 
Conference on BBNJ. She regularly lectures at 
the IMO International Maritime Law Institute in 
Malta, World Maritime University in Malmo and 
the Queen Mary University of London.
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Evi Neophytou
Evi Neophytou holds a Bachelor’s in Laws from 
the University of Bristol, a Master’s in European 
Integration and Development from the Vrije 
Universiteit Brussel, an LL.M in European Union 
Law from the College of Europe and an LL.M in 
Public International Law from the University of 
London. She is a Cyprus-qualified lawyer. She 
interned at the European Commissioner for Health 
and Consumer Protection Cabinet.

Ms. Neophytou is a lawyer at an oil and gas 
company. Previously, she served as a career 
diplomat of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Cyprus at the Permanent Representation of Cyprus 
to the European Union, Deputy Chairperson of 
the Working Group on the Law of the Sea during 
Cyprus’ Presidency of the European Union Council, 
the Energy and Marine Policy Division of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and as Advisor to the Minister of 
Energy (on secondment). She served on the board 
of directors of the Cyprus Hydrocarbons Company.
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Fabiola Jiménez  
Morán Sotomayor
Dr. Fabiola Jiménez Morán Sotomayor has a 
Bachelor’s in Law from the Technological Institute of 
Higher Studies of the West, a Master’s in International 
Law from the Université de Rennes 1 and a PhD in 
Law (summa cum laude) from the Institute of Legal 
Research of the National Autonomous University of 
Mexico. Her doctoral thesis, “Benefits for Mexico 
derived from the collaboration with the International 
Seabed Authority,” was honored at the 2022 Marcos 
Kaplan prize awards for the best thesis in social 
sciences. She is the author of several books and 
articles related to the law of the sea.

Dr. Sotomayor has been a member of the 
Foreign Service of Mexico since 2010. She 
currently holds the rank of Second Secretary. 
She was posted at the Legal Department of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mexico and the 
Consulate General of Mexico in Atlanta. She 
is currently the Bilateral Legal Attaché at the 
Mexican Embassy in The Netherlands.
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Febryani Sabatira
Febryani Sabatira is a Master of Laws student 
in the Faculty of Law, Universitas Lampung, 
Indonesia, researching “International and 
regional cooperation in combating marine 
plastic litter.” She is a staff member at the 
Research, Cooperation and Community 
Service Division at the Faculty of Law, 
Universitas Lampung. She conducts research 
and actively coordinates with institutions for 
academic purposes.

Ms. Sabatira is particularly interested in marine 
environmental protection within international 
legal frameworks. Her paper “Southeast Asia 
regional cooperation in tackling marine plastic 
litter” was published in the Lampung Journal 
of International Law in 2020. She is one of the 
founders of the Lampung Sweeping Community, 
a social-environmental platform that promotes 
environmental awareness and preservation 
through action, education and social service 
programs in Bandar Lampung, Indonesia.
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Foluke M. Dare
Foluke M. Dare holds a Bachelor of Laws, 
Master of Laws and a PhD from Nelson Mandela 
University, South Africa, focusing on the legality 
of anticipatory self-defense against a maritime 
cyber-attack.

Dr. Dare has years of legal practice and 
lecturing experience. In 2016, she published 
a book “Terrorism: The Nigerian Perspective” 
inspired by her LL.M. dissertation. She also 
wrote two articles in Volume 3(6) of the African 
Multidisciplinary Journal: “A critical examination 
of the concept of failed states” and “Does TRIPS 
prevent developing countries from responding 
effectively to health problems among their 
population?”. In 2018, she co-authored the 
article “A generic overview of maritime cyber 
security and the need for legal proactiveness” 
in Volume 2(2) of the Kampala International 
University Law Journal.
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Helga Gudmundsdottir
Helga Gudmundsdottir holds a Bachelor’s of 
Law from the University of Iceland, an LL.M. 
from Harvard University, a Magister Juris 
from the University of Iceland and a Master’s 
of International Law and the Settlement of 
Disputes from the United Nations-mandated 
University for Peace in 2014. She has held 
visiting lecturer positions on the law of the 
sea, including at Jindal Global Law School and 
Gujarat University in India and the University for 
Peace in Costa Rica.

Some of Ms. Gudmundsdottir’s publications 
include “Final act in the Tragedy of the 
Commons: will using compulsory conciliation to 
solve the North East Atlantic Mackerel Dispute 
result in a happier ending?” in Icelandʼs Journal 
on International Law and “The Case of the 
Reykjanes Ridge,” a chapter in New Knowledge 
and Changing Circumstances in the Law of 
the Sea published by Brill. She was an editor 
for the Harvard International Law Journal. 
She was on the editorial board of the Liber 
Amicorum - In Honour of a Modern Renaissance 
Man, His Excellency Gudmundur Eiriksson. 
She is an associate at Clifford Chance LLP in 
Brussels.  Before joining, she held positions in 
law firms in Belgium and Iceland.
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Hong Nong
Hong Nong holds an interdisciplinary PhD in 
international law and international relations 
from the University of Alberta, Canada and a 
Postdoctoral Fellowship at the University’s 
China Institute. She was ITLOS-Nippon Fellow 
for International Dispute Settlement and Visiting 
Fellow at Australian National Centre for Ocean 
Resources and Security, the Center of Oceans 
Law and Policy, University of Virginia, and the 
Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public 
Law and International Law. She is a research 
fellow with the China Institute, the University of 
Alberta, Canada, and the National Institute for 
South China Sea Studies. She is also a China 
Forum expert.

Dr. Nong is the Executive Director and Senior 
Fellow of the Institute for China-America 
Studies. Some of her publications include 
“China’s role in the Arctic: observing and being 
observed,” published by Routledge in 2020 and 
“UNCLOS and ocean dispute settlement: law 
and politics in the South China Sea,” published 
by Routledge in 2012.
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Ifeoma Obi
Ifeoma Obi, a barrister and solicitor at the 
Supreme Court of Nigeria, holds a Master’s in 
Maritime and Energy Law from the University of 
Lagos and PhD from the University of Tasmania, 
awarded for the dissertation “Maritime lien 
recognition and enforcement: reassessing the 
goal of international uniformity and the role of 
private international law.”

Dr. Obi lectured a postgraduate course on 
International Maritime Policy at the Australian 
Maritime College. She is a board member and 
secretary of the Multicultural Council of Tasmania.
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Irini Papanicolopulu
Irini Papanicolopulu is an Associate Professor 
of International Law at the University of Milano-
Bicocca, Italy, where she researches and 
teaches international law, including the law of 
the sea, delimitation of maritime boundaries, 
environmental law, international humanitarian 
law, human rights law and the protection of 
cultural heritage. She has previously worked 
at the University of Oxford and the University 
of Glasgow in the United Kingdom. She is a 
Visiting Professor at Catolica Global School of 
Law, Portugal, and the University of St. Gallen, 
Switzerland. She is the author of International 
Law and the Protection of People at Sea (Oxford 
University Press, 2018) and ll confine marittimo: 
Unità o pluralità? (The maritime boundary: unity 
or plurality?, Giuffrè, 2005), editor of Gender 
and the Law of the Sea (Brill, 2019; winner of 
the ASIL WILIG Scholarship prize) and other 
collective volumes, articles and book chapters.

Prof. Papanicolopulu is Co-Convenor of 
the Interest Group on Law of the Sea of the 
European Society of International Law. She 
occasionally acts as a legal advisor for States, 
international organizations and private actors.
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Jacqueline Espenilla
Jacqueline Espenilla holds an LL.M. from 
Harvard University. She was a non-resident 
Worldwide Support for Development-Handa 
Fellow at the Pacific Forum, Center for Strategic 
and International Studies, and a United Nations 
Nippon Foundation Fellow. She also completed 
resident visiting research fellowships at the Law 
School, Columbia University, and the Faculty of 
Law, University of Tokyo.

Prof. Espenilla is a Director of the Institute for 
Maritime Affairs and Law of the Sea, University 
of the Philippines. She is an Assistant Professor 
at the College of Law, University of the Philippines. 
Her research focuses on illegal, unreported and 
unregulated fishing, marine resource governance 
in the Asia Pacific, and ocean equity and 
sustainability issues in the Anthropocene.
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Joanna Dingwall
Joanna Dingwall is a lawyer qualified to practice 
in Scotland, New York, England and Wales, and 
a lawyer to the Scottish Government in matters 
concerning legal aspects of Scotland’s offshore 
renewable energy sector, marine environmental 
protection and other law of the sea matters. She 
worked as a London-based public international 
law and international dispute resolution 
practitioner for several years.

Dr. Dingwall lectures international law at the 
School of Law, University of Glasgow. She 
taught at the School of Oriental and African 
Studies, University of London. She has written 
extensively on the law of the sea, especially 
deep-seabed mining. Her monograph, 
“International law and corporate actors in deep 
seabed mining,” was published as part of the 
Oxford Monographs in International Law series 
by Oxford University Press in July 2021.
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Johanne Francia Anja 
Harivelo Andria Manantena
Johanne Francia Andria-Manantena is a 
maritime lawyer with a degree from IMO 
International Maritime Law Institute. Upon 
graduation, she joined the Agence Portuaire, 
Maritime et Fluviale, the designated agency 
acting as maritime, port and waterways 
authority in Madagascar.

Ms. Andria-Manantena has 15 years of 
professional experience in the private and 
public maritime sectors. She was one of the 
founding members of the Madagascar chapter 
of the Association of Women in Maritime in 
Eastern and Southern Africa. She represents 
Madagascar as a public relations officer.

Ms. Andria-Manantena is the head of the 
international affairs section and national focal 
point of Madagascar for the Memorandum of 
Understanding on Port State Control for the 
Indian Ocean Region.
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Kathy-Ann Brown
Kathy-Ann Brown pursued her undergraduate 
studies at the Faculty of Law, the University of 
the West Indies, Barbados, and her professional 
qualifications at the Norman Manley Law 
School, Jamaica. She pursued post-graduate 
studies in international law at Trinity Hall, 
Cambridge University, England, and her doctoral 
studies at Osgoode Hall Law School, York 
University, Canada.

Dr. Brown is a member of the International 
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea and the Seabed 
Disputes Chamber. She is a former Permanent 
Representative of Jamaica to the International 
Seabed Authority. She served as Chief Technical 
Adviser to the Prime Minister and Deputy 
Solicitor General, International Affairs, Attorney 
General’s Chambers, Jamaica.

Dr. Brown has worked with various regional and 
international organizations in London, Brussels 
and Geneva and lectured on international law, 
including the law of the sea and advanced 
international law at the Faculty of Law, 
University of the West Indies.
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Kimberley Graham
Kimberley Graham holds a Bachelor’s (Hons) 
in Natural Resource Management from the 
University of Melbourne and a Master’s in 
Environmental Law from the University of 
Sydney Law School. She is a Postgraduate 
Candidate in Advanced Legal Studies in Animal 
Law at Lewis and Clark Law School.

Ms. Graham studied Public International Law at 
The Hague Academy of International Law. Her 
research was cited several times in the 2022 
International Panel on Climate Change Sixth 
Assessment Report on Impacts, Adaptation 
and Vulnerability. She is a member of the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature 
and Natural Resources World Commission on 
Environmental Law, the European Environmental 
Law Forum and the Global Network for Human 
Rights and the Environment. Her academic 
research has been published in the International 
Journal of Marine and Coastal Law, the Journal 
of International Wildlife Law and Policy, and 
the Journal of International Law of Peace and 
Armed Conflict (Humanitäres Völkerrecht).
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Kirsty McQuaid
Kirsty McQuaid completed her PhD on megafauna 
community ecology and spatial management in 
the Clarion-Clipperton Fracture Zone through the 
International Seabed Authority’s capacity-building 
program. She is a postdoctoral research fellow 
at the University of Plymouth, United Kingdom, 
and the South African National Biodiversity 
Institute, South Africa. She is a deep-sea scientist 
working at the interface between environmental 
management and marine conservation. Her work 
focuses on mapping deep-sea habitats to inform 
marine spatial planning in South Africa and areas 
beyond national jurisdiction.

Dr. McQuaid is engaged in the One Ocean 
Hub project exploring habitats and spatial 
management in the Southeast Atlantic. She co-
coordinates a working group under the United 
Nations Ocean Decade-endorsed deep-sea 
Challenger 150 program. She is an active member 
of the African Node of the United Nations Early 
Career Ocean Professional program.
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Kristine Elfrida Dalaker
Kristine Elfrida Dalaker, Bachelor’s, Juris Doctor 
and PhD Law, is a researcher at the Norwegian 
Centre for the Law of the Sea, the Arctic 
University of Norway, Tromsø, Norway, where 
she has presented, published and taught on a 
wide range of law of the sea topics, including 
deep-seabed mining, the historical development 
of the law of the sea and the preservation of 
the marine environment. She was an Associate 
Director (Administration and Special Projects) 
at the Centre for International Law at the 
National University of Singapore.

Dr. Dalaker’s PhD dissertation is entitled “Robust 
institutional arrangements for the conservation 
and sustainable use of marine biodiversity in 
areas beyond national jurisdiction.” Her other 
publications include a book co-written with the 
late Ambassador Satya N. Nandan, “Reflections 
on the making of the modern law of the sea.”
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Lan Nguyen
Lan Nguyen holds a Bachelor’s in International 
Relations (summa cum laude) from the 
Diplomatic Academy of Viet Nam, an LL.M. in 
International Law (First Class Honors) and a 
PhD from the University of Cambridge, United 
Kingdom. Her research interests include the law of 
the sea, the settlement of international disputes, 
and the management and resolution of maritime 
disputes in the Asia Pacific. She is the author of 
the monograph entitled “The Development of the 
Law of the Sea by UNCLOS Dispute Settlement 
Bodies,” published by Cambridge University Press.

Dr. Nguyen works as an Assistant Professor at the 
Utrecht University School of Law, Department for 
International and European Law. She is a Senior 
Research Associate of the Netherlands Institute 
for the Law of the Sea at the Utrecht University 
Centre for Water, Oceans and Sustainability Law. 
She is also a Senior Researcher of the Judicial 
Jurisdiction research project funded by the Dutch 
Research Council.
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Lucía Scheinkman
Lucía Scheinkman is a career diplomat 
from Argentina and a lawyer specializing in 
international law. She was part of the Argentine 
delegation to several international conferences 
and negotiations related to the law of the sea. 
She has also been designated as Alternate 
Commissioner for Argentina in the International 
Whaling Commission, the National Focal Point 
for Capacity Development in the International 
Seabed Authority and the National Focal Point 
in the Regular Process for Global Reporting 
and Assessment of the State of the Marine 
Environment. She participated in the Yeosu 
Academy of the Law of the Sea and courses 
offered by the IMO International Maritime  
Law Institute.

Ms. Scheinkman works in the Office of the 
Legal Adviser, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
International Trade and Worship of the 
Argentine Republic. Her work involves providing 
legal advice on issues related to the law of the 
sea and ocean affairs.
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Madhumita Kothari
Madhumita Kothari is a practicing advocate in 
India and international jurisdictions, a partner 
in a law firm and a faculty in various Indian 
universities with great research expertise. 
She has multiple academic publications and 
has written numerous conference papers and 
project reports from her domain of expertise. 
She is a recipient of national and international 
awards. She is educated in the United Kingdom, 
Germany and India in the law of the sea, maritime 
laws, blue economy, ocean governance, seabed 
mining, business management, economics, 
politics and geography.

Dr. Kothari has 25 years of proven track record 
in the law of the sea, maritime law and public 
international law. Her practical expertise lies 
in the commercial sector across the areas 
of international commercial arbitration, 
dispute resolution, compliance and regulatory, 
international joint ventures, risk assessment and 
management, brand management, corporate 
communications, and cross-border transactions 
in energy, power, infrastructure, mining, aviation, 
shipping, environment and artificial intelligence. 
She was a keynote speaker at various national and 
international conferences.
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Marie Bourrel-McKinnon
Marie Bourrel-McKinnon holds two Master of 
Laws degrees in Law of the Sea and Shipping 
and International Law and Economics from 
the University of Nantes and Toulouse and a 
PhD in international law from the University 
of Nantes. She has published more than thirty 
articles on the international law of the sea, 
international and environmental law, oceans 
policy and related issues.

Ms. Bourrel-McKinnon is the Senior Policy 
Officer and Special Assistant to the Secretary-
General at the International Seabed Authority. 
Before this, she worked for the Pacific 
Community as a Legal Adviser for the 
maritime transport program and the Pacific 
Community-EU Deep Sea Minerals project. 
She also worked for governments, non-
governmental organizations and the private 
sector in the field of shipping, the law of the 
sea, ocean management and marine policy in 
the South Pacific, Africa and Europe.
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Marie Valerie Uppiah
Marie Valerie Uppiah has a Bachelor’s (Hons) 
in Law and Management from the University 
of Mauritius, Mauritius, and an LL.M. in 
International Business Law from Birmingham 
City University, United Kingdom. She is a former 
student of Loreto College of Mahebourg.

Ms. Uppiah is a senior lecturer in International 
Trade Law and Law of the Sea and Ocean 
Governance at the University of Mauritius. She 
is the former Head of the Law Department at the 
University of Mauritius. She researches ocean 
governance, international trade and maritime 
law. She has over 20 publications, including 
book chapters, journal articles, newspaper 
articles and conference proceedings. Local, 
regional and international institutions use her 
research to promote coastal states’ use and 
development of marine spatial planning.
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Naomi Burke O’Sullivan
Naomi Burke O’Sullivan holds an LL.B. from 
Trinity College Dublin, a Master’s from the 
Paris Institute of Political Studies (Sciences 
Po), an LL.M. from the School of Law, New 
York University, and a PhD from the University 
of Cambridge.

Dr. O’Sullivan is a Legal Officer at the 
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, 
where she has worked since 2016. Before 
taking up this position, she was the Arthur Watts 
Research Fellow in Law of the Sea at the British 
Institute of International and Comparative Law. 
She has also worked as a Judicial Fellow at the 
International Court of Justice and in private 
practice at a London law firm specializing in 
public international law.
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Nasra Ayoub Juma
Nasra Ayoub Juma holds an LL.M. from the IMO 
International Maritime Law Institute, Malta. She 
graduated with distinction and was awarded 
the LRF Prize for the best performing Lloyd’s 
Register Foundation Scholar.

Ms. Juma works as a Judge’s Legal Assistant 
at the High Court of Zanzibar. She assists the 
judge in legal research and prepares written 
briefs in cases relating to maritime affairs.
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Orima Melati Davey
Orima Melati Davey is a student in the Master of 
Laws program, Faculty of Law, Universitas Lampung, 
Indonesia, interested in the state’s responsibility for 
marine debris management based on the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. She is 
a staff member in the Research, Cooperation and 
Community Service Division at the Faculty of Law, 
Universitas Lampung. She organizes research 
and actively coordinates between institutions for 
academic purposes.

Ms. Davey specializes in environmental issues 
that highlight climate change from an international 
law perspective. Her paper “Corporation’s liability 
on illegal dumping’s impact on climate change 
according to the UNFCCC and its implementation 
in Indonesia” has been published in the Journal of 
Advance in Social Sciences and Policy. She is one of 
the initiators of the Lampung Sweeping Community, 
a social-environmental platform that highlights 
environmental awareness and preservation in action, 
education and social services projects.
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Patrícia Galvão Teles
Patrícia Galvão Teles is an Associate Professor 
of International Law at the Autonomous 
University of Lisbon and Co-Director of the 
Singapore Academy of International Law 
at the Centre for International Law of the 
National University of Singapore. She is also 
a member of the United Nations International 
Law Commission and the Permanent Court 
of Arbitration. She is the Legal Advisor of the 
Portuguese Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Prof. Galvão Teles was a general rapporteur 
at the 70th session of the International Law 
Commission in 2018 and co-author of the topic 
on the Long-Term Programme of Work, “Sea 
level rise in relation to international law.” In 2019, 
she was appointed Co-chair of the Study Group 
on “Sea-level rise in relation to international law” 
as responsible for the sub-topic “Protection of 
persons affected by sea-level rise.” She was 
Chair of the Drafting Committee for the 72nd 
Session (2021).
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Penelope Ridings
Penelope Ridings is an international lawyer from 
New Zealand and Honorary Professor of Law 
at the University of Auckland practicing public 
international law, including the law of the sea, 
fisheries, environmental law and international 
dispute settlement. She is a member of the 
International Law Commission for 2023-2027. 
Her experience in international law is broad, 
including as a former New Zealand Chief 
International Legal Adviser.

Dr. Ridings has represented New Zealand in 
multilateral negotiations, including on port state 
measures, marine biodiversity beyond national 
jurisdiction, regional fisheries management 
and international dispute settlement before 
the International Court of Justice and the 
International Tribunal for the Law of the 
Sea. She was the chair of the performance 
reviews of the South Pacific Regional Fisheries 
Management Organisation and the North 
Pacific Fisheries Commission. She is the Legal 
Advisor to the Western and Central Pacific 
Fisheries Commission.
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Pratikalpa Sharma
Pratikalpa Sharma is pursuing PhD in the 
domain of international maritime laws from 
the National Law University, Gandhinagar, 
India, where she works as an Assistant 
Professor (Research). She is a faculty editor 
of three academic journals. She published with 
Brill, Bloomsbury and Thomson Reuters. She 
organized courses on maritime law, such as the 
GNLU International Maritime Academy GIMA 
2018, where she was a deputy coordinator. 
She was a visiting faculty at the Maharashtra 
National Law University, Mumbai, working with 
the LL.M. Maritime Law students. She has 
conducted workshops on maritime law at many 
institutes, including the National Law University 
Odisha and Symbiosis Law School, Pune.

Ms. Sharma is a maritime law academic 
with a penchant for in-depth research in 
contemporary maritime topics. She has been 
involved in research on resource mining and 
the law of the sea, the IMO2020 sulphur 
cap mandate, the Maritime Manual of India, 
aggregator-based services and regulatory 
framework, and the Indian Government’s 
shelter schemes for women (funded by the 
National Human Rights Commission).
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Rachma Indriyani 
Rachma Indriyani is an Assistant Professor at 
the Faculty of Law, Universitas Sebelas Maret, 
Indonesia. Her research in international law 
focuses on the law of the sea and fisheries. 
She is interested in transboundary marine 
resources, small-scale fisheries, and qualitative 
and quantitative approaches to the rule of law. 

Prof. Indriyani published many articles in 
scholarly journals and has written numerous 
opinion pieces for newspapers. Her doctoral 
research in the fishing quota of highly migratory 
fish stocks was awarded the best thesis in the 
academic competition. Her doctoral journey has 
made her familiar with the socio-environmental 
and biological aspects of marine studies, which 
has driven her passion for an interdisciplinary 
approach. Her latest work is a research project 
approved by the United Nations Research Institute 
for Social Development, bringing her further 
collaboration with Malaysia and Thailand.
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Robyn Frost
Robyn Frost graduated in history and law from the 
University of Sydney and has a Master’s degree 
in international law from the Australian National 
University. She advises on the law of sea issues 
in the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade and leads Australia’s delegation to the 
International Seabed Authority.  She has extensive 
knowledge of maritime boundary issues in the 
Pacific, assisting several Pacific island States 
in revising their maritime zone legislation and 
negotiating maritime boundary agreements.

Ms. Frost worked in the Australian Attorney-
General’s Department, where she specialized in 
international law before joining the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade. She has led Australia’s 
delegation to the Legal Committee of the 
International Maritime Organization and was legal 
adviser to Australia’s delegation to meetings of the 
Contracting Parties to the London Convention and 
London Protocol. She has also lectured on the law 
of the sea at the Australian National University.
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Sedigheh Zarei
Sedigheh Zarei is a World Maritime University 
alumna (United Nations Fellowship Student/
Sasakawa Peace Foundation). She is the 
head of the investment department in the 
Kish Investment and Development Company, 
an Iranian Free Zone Organization, where she 
serves as a member of the Technical and 
Commerce Committee and the Research 
and Development Committee. She worked 
as a research, development, and quality 
improvement expert in the Ports Projects 
Management and Development Company. 
She also instructed port services and logistics 
management at the University of Applied 
Science and Technology Bandar Lengeh, 
Hormozgan Province, Iran.

Ms. Zarei has received numerous awards, 
including the 2021 World Maritime University 
Kalmar prize, the Best Team Performance 
during the World Maritime University Moot Court 
Competition, and the first woman in Iran to be 
awarded a master’s in maritime transport. She 
has been awarded the full scholarship for the 
International Tribunal Law of the Sea 2022 
Summer Academy.



Women in the Law of Sea Conference 39

Sharda Mandal
Sharda Mandal holds a Bachelor of Commerce 
and Bachelor of Laws from Vikram University, 
Ujjain (M.P.), LL.M. from Hidayatullah National 
Law University, Raipur, Chhattisgarh, India, 
and M.Phil. from Pandit Ravi Shankar Shukla 
University Raipur, Chhattisgarh, India. She 
is pursuing a PhD under the supervision of 
Dr. Arindam Basu, Assistant Professor, Rajiv 
Gandhi School of Intellectual Property Law, IIT, 
Kharagpur, West Bengal, India.

Ms. Mandal’s areas of interest include 
environmental law, marine law, constitutional 
law, international law, personal law, etc. She is 
presently working on the marine laws on the 
conservation of marine biodiversity and the 
BBNJ treaty.
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Sissel Eriksen
Sissel Eriksen holds a candidata scientiarum 
degree in geology from the University of Oslo. 
She has experience in geological fieldwork 
around the world. She has cooperated closely 
with petroleum authorities in Northwest Europe 
and headed the prequalification processes of 
several international oil companies before 
entering the Norwegian continental shelf. 
She has also commanded Norwegian Oil for 
a development project in Myanmar in close 
cooperation with the Myanmar institutions.

Ms. Eriksen is a project coordinator and 
senior geologist in the Norwegian Petroleum 
Directorate in marine minerals. She has worked 
for 20 years as a petroleum geologist and senior 
geologist in exploration and production and as 
an exploration director for ten years. She has 
extensive experience in the opening process for 
activity on marine minerals on the Norwegian 
continental shelf, including data collection and 
resource assessment. She has headed the 
impact assessment project on marine minerals, 
including a public consultation process.

Ms. Eriksen has recent hands-on experience 
from two Norwegian Petroleum Directorate’s 
data collection cruises. She also led activities 
from opening new areas through awards of new 
exploration licenses and activities, especially 
the coexistence between the different users 
of the Norwegian continental shelf and the 
preparation of integrated management plans.



Women in the Law of Sea Conference 41

Stephanie Oserwa Schandorf
Stephanie Oserwa Schandorf holds a Master of 
Science in Defence and International Politics from 
the Ghana Armed Forces Command and Staff 
College. She has extensive research experience 
in ocean governance and maritime security. 
She served as a panelist in the Ad-Hoc Experts 
Group for the Contribution and Finalisation of 
Draft Annexes to the Lomé Charter. She was a co-
author of Ghana’s Maritime Legal and Institutional 
Review prepared under the US-Ghana Security 
Governance Initiative.

Ms. Schandorf also contributed her expertise to 
many ocean governance workshops and fora, 
including the First Meeting of the Ad Hoc Working 
Group of the Abidjan Convention to Study Aspects 
of the Conservation of the Areas Beyond National 
Jurisdiction in Cape Town, South Africa.

Ms. Schandorf is the Associate Director of the 
Gulf of Guinea Maritime Institute and a Young 
African Leaders Programme fellow at the School 
of Transnational Governance of the European 
University Institute in Florence, Italy.
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Thaíssa Meira
Thaíssa Meira wrote her LL.M. thesis on 
regulating shipping pollution in the Arctic Ocean 
at the University of Edinburgh. She interned at 
the International Maritime Organization and the 
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea. She 
trained in climate change, native people’s rights 
and marine environment litigation as a legal 
intern at the FILE Foundation and Greenpeace 
in the Netherlands. She is a PhD student at the 
University of Basel, Switzerland, under a Swiss 
National Science Foundation grant.

Ms. Meira investigates the due regard duty 
of marine scientific research and mineral 
exploration contractors in the contract 
areas. She is an active young scholar at the 
International Legal Academy. She also assisted 
prof. Patricia Galvao Teles in research for the 
2022 International Legal Commission’s Sea-
Level Rise Study group’s report on sea-level rise 
and the people affected by it.
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Tran Thi Ngoc Suong
Tran Thi Ngoc Suong is a lecturer at the Faculty 
of International Studies, the University of 
Foreign Language Studies, University of Da 
Nang, Viet Nam. She received the Australian 
Development Scholarships for a Master’s in 
International Law and International Relations 
at the University of New South Wales, Australia. 
She holds a PhD in International Law from the 
Diplomatic Academy of Viet Nam in “Legal 
aspects of the conservation and sustainable 
use of marine biodiversity in areas beyond 
national jurisdiction.”

Dr. Suong is also an active member of the 
Viet Nam Society of International Law. Her 
research fields include public international 
law, private international law, the law of the 
sea, BBNJ and legal issues of the South China 
Sea disputes. She is the author of numerous 
relevant articles published in Viet Nam’s high-
ranked academic journals.
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Ximena Hinrichs
Ximena Hinrichs, an accredited lawyer, holds 
a degree from the School of Law and Social 
Sciences at the University of Concepción, an 
LL.M. from the University of Hamburg and a PhD 
from the University of Hamburg.

Dr. Hinrichs lectured on the law of the sea at 
the Hamburg University of Applied Sciences, 
HafenCity University, University of Bremen, 
International Maritime Law Institute, Christian-
Albrechts-Universität zu Kiel (Walther-
Schücking-Institut für Internationales Recht), 
summer school, Jean Monnet module, 
European Union and the Law of the Sea, 
summer academy, International Foundation 
for the Law of the Sea. She still teaches at the 
World Maritime University. She has written 
articles and reports on international law and 
the law of the sea.

Dr. Hinrichs is a Registrar of the International 
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea. Before this role, 
she served as Deputy Registrar, Senior Legal 
Officer Head of the Legal Office and Legal 
Officer of the Tribunal.
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Yuga Narazua Khanza
Yuga Khanza holds a Bachelor’s in international 
law from Universitas Lampung, Indonesia. Her 
research focuses on the relations between 
nation-states. It covers areas such as treaty 
law relevant to her Bachelor’s thesis on Brexit 
and its legal implications. Her most recent 
research focuses on developing mining plans in 
the regime of the common heritage of mankind 
by countries participating in the Convention on 
the Law of the Sea.

Ms. Khansa has a growing interest in the 
environmental law sector and regularly attends 
lectures and seminars on climate and green 
economy. She works as a legal staff for a mining 
company located in the capital city of Indonesia.
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Conference Agenda

D AY 1:  M O N D AY 2 6 S E P T E M B E R 2 0 2 2

9:00 – 9:50 Opening Addresses

• �H.E. Mr. Michael W. Lodge, Secretary-General, International 
Seabed Authority

• �Hon. Minister Fekita ‘Utoikamanu, Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the Kingdom of Tonga

• �Mr. Miguel de Serpa Soares, USG, Legal Counsel, United Nations

• �H.E. Ms. Frazier, Permanent Representative of Malta to the UN and 
President of SPLOS

• �H.E. Mr. Burhan Gafoor, Permanent Representative of Singapore 
to the UN

SESSION I: The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and 
the 1994 Agreement

9:50 – 10:10 Structure of UNCLOS and contribution of settlement of dispute 
mechanisms 

• Dr. Ximena Hinrichs, Registrar, ITLOS

10:10 – 10:30 UNCLOS at 40 and the International Maritime Organization 

• �Ms. Dorota Lost-Sieminska, Deputy Director, Head Legal Affairs & 
External Relations Division, IMO

10:30 – 10:50 The impact of UNCLOS in materializing the principle of the 
common heritage of humanity in outer space 

• �Dr. Fabiola Sotomayor, Head bilateral, Legal section, Embassy of 
Mexico to the Netherlands

10:50 – 11:30 Group photo & Coffee break

11:30 – 11:50 The effect of UNCLOS on new conventions for governing  
body of waters

•�Ms. Sedigheh Zarei, Head of Investment Department,  
Kish Free Zone Org
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11:50 – 12:10 Emerging issues and the contribution of UNCLOS to address them

• �Dr. Patricia Galvao Teles, Member, ILC and Associate Professor,  
Autonomous University of Lisbon

SESSION I I : Maritime delimitations

12:10 – 12:15 Remarks - TBC

12:15 – 12:35 Maritime boundaries after delimitation

• �Dr. Irini Papanicolopulu, Associate Professor in International law,  
University di Milano-Bicocca, Italy

12:35 – 12:55 The uneasy relationship between law and science in the work of 
the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf 

• �Ms. Helga Gudmundsdottir, Associate, Clifford Chance LLP, 
Brussels, Belgium

12:55 - 14:00 Lunch Break

14:00 – 14:20 EEZ/Continental shelf entitlements: Bring reason back and meet 
half way

• Ms. Evi Neophytou, Senior Legal Counsel

14:20 – 14:50 The relevance of coastal concavity in maritime delimitation

• Dr. Naomi Burke O’Sullivan, Legal Officer - ITLOS

SESSION I I I : Military uses of the sea

14:50 – 14:55 Remarks - TBC

14:55 – 15:15 Peaceful uses of the oceans in the era of the militarisation of 
disputed waters

• �Dr.  Ifeoma Obi, Contracts Management Professional, Siemens

15:15 – 15:35 The feeble line of demarcation between use of force and law 
enforcement in maritime law enforcement operations

• �Ms. Chiara Pavesi, Project coordinator and Research Associate, 
ASCOMARE



Women in the Law of Sea Conference48

D AY 2:  T U E S D AY 2 7 S E P T E M B E R 2 0 2 2

SESSION IV: Marine scientific research and transfer of technology 

9:00 – 9:05 Remarks - TBC

9:05 – 9:25 Towards a more inclusive Marine Scientific Research 

• �Ms. Lucía Scheinkman, Office of the Legal Adviser, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, International Trade and WorshipArgentina

9:25 – 9:45 Some reflections on the interaction between law and science in 
developing the law of the sea

• Ms. Robyn Frost, Australia

9:45 – 10:05 Importance of UNCLOS for Marine Scientific Research and 
Transfer of Technology: A practical perspective

• �Dr. Kirsty McQuaid, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Marine 
Conservation Research Group, School of Biological and Marine 
Sciences, University of Plymouth

SESSION V: Protection of the marine environment 

10:05 – 10:10 Remarks - TBC

10:10 – 10:30 ASEAN’s challenge on plastic pollution: Strengthening regional 
cooperation mechanisms in the sea regime

• Ms. Febryani Sabatira, University of Lampung, Indonesia

10.30 – 11.00 Coffee break

15:35 – 16:00 Coffee break

16:00 – 16:20 The legal issues surrounding the operation of un-crewed vessels 
at sea - a military perspective

• Commander Caroline Tuckett, Royal Navy, UK

16:20 – 16:40 Maritime cyber-attack as use of force

• Ms. Foluke Dare, Doctoral Researcher, Nelson Mandela University
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11:00 – 11:20 Ocean governance in the South China Sea: with a focus on law, 
policy and management on marine environment protection

• �Dr. Nong Hong, Executive Director & Senior Fellow, Institute for 
China-America Studies (US)

11:20 – 11:40 Turning the Tide on Remnants of War at Sea? Toward the Draft 
Principles for Protection of the Environment in Relation to Armed 
Conflicts

• �Ms. Kimberley Graham, Member, IUCN World Commission on 
Environmental Law

11:40 – 12:00 Philippines’ approach in the management, protection & 
conservation of the marine environment, in accordance with 
UNCLOS

• �Ms. Desiree Eve Maano, Chief, Coastal & Marine ecosystems 
management section, Dept of Environment & Natural Resources 
Biodiversity Management Bureau

12:00 – 12:20 Protecting deep seabed hydrothermal vent fields through 
area-based management tools: When international law and 
environmental sciences work together

• �Dr. Catherine Blanchard, Post-doctoral Researcher, Netherlands 
Institute for the Law of the Sea

12:20 – 12:40 The precautionary approach in the deep-seabed mining context:  
case study and way forward

• �Dr. Marie Bourrel-McKinnon, Senior Policy Officer and Special 
Assistant to the Secretary-General, ISA

12:40 – 13:00 Climate Change And Marine Debris: Two Inflicting Environmental 
Phenomena in One Stroke of Integration (Fulfilling International 
Commitment through SDGs) 

• Ms. Orima Melati Davey, University of Lampung, Indonesia

13:00 – 14:30 Lunch break
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SESSION VI: �Sustainable management of ocean space and its 
resources within and beyond national jurisdictions 

14:30 – 14:35 Remarks - TBC

14:35 – 14:55 Ongoing monitoring of pollution risks and impacts, a challenge for 
sustainable ocean governance in Africa: the case of Togo

• �Ms. Kadjogbe Abra Olanlo, Environmental Engineear in marine and 
coastal environmental mgt, Togo

14:55 – 15:15 The establishment of EBSAs to enhance BBNJ Cooperation in the 
South China Sea

• �Ms. Tran Thi Ngoc Suong, Lecturer, Law of the Sea, University of 
Danang, Vietnam

15:15 – 15:35 The sustainable management of marine biodiversity in BBNJ: A 
comparative scrutiny of UNCLOS & intergovernmental conference 
for the expansion and adaption of international binding instrument 
of BBNJ Treaty

• Ms. Sharda Mandal, Ph.D research scholar

15:35 – 16:15 Coffee break

16:15 – 16:35 Integration of the CHM Principle in the Search for A New Legal 
instrument for the ABNJ

• �Ms. Stephanie Schandorf, Founder/Content creator of 
Sustainability Tribe

16:35 – 16:55 Polycentric Governance and BBNJ: How Elinor Ostrom can inspire 
the design of institutional arrangements for the BBNJ Treaty

• �Dr Kristine E. Dalaker, Researcher, Norwegian Centre for the Law 
of the Sea
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D AY 3  :  W E D N E S D AY 2 8 S E P T E M B E R 2 0 2 2

SESSION VI: �Sustainable management of ocean space and its resources 
within and beyond national jurisdictions (contd.)

9:00 – 9:05 Remarks - TBC

9:05 – 9:25 Sustainable management of deep-sea minerals within national 
jurisdiction: the case of Norway

• �Dr. Sissel Eriksen, Senior Geologist, Norwegian  
Petroleum Directorate

9:25 – 9:45 Sustainable management of deep seabed mining beyond national 
jurisdiction

• �Dr. Joanna Dingwall, Visiting Lecturer, University of Glasgow

9:45 – 10:05 ISA’s commitment to the implementation of the Enterprise’s role 

• �Ms. Yuga Khanza, Ass. Editor of dev centre research of law and 
science publication, Faculty of Law, University of Lampung

SESSION VI I: Settlement of disputes

10:05 – 10:10 Remarks - TBC

10:10 – 10:30 The role of UNCLOS and other international law instruments in 
settling maritime disputes

• �Ms. Marie-Valerie Uppiah, Senior Lecturer, Head of Dept Law, 
University of Mauritius

10:30 – 10:50 Taking stock of the Southern Bluefin Tuna award and its 
contributions to the settlement of international disputes

• Ms. Angela Ha, Associate, Volterra Fietta law firm, London, UK

10:50 – 11:30 Coffee break

11:30 – 11:50 Foreseeing the State Parties’ DSM and MSR legal dispute:  Is there 
room to argue for freedom of choice of forum under the LOSC?

• Ms. Thaissa Meira, Ph.D Candidate University of Basel Switzerland
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11:50 – 12:10 Settlement of disputes under UNCLOS: Delivering on the Promise?

• �Dr. Penelope Ridings, Member-elect United Nations International 
Law Commission

12:10 – 12:30 The UNCLOS dispute settlement system at forty: perception, 
challenges and the glass ceiling

• �Dr. Lan Nguyen, Assistant Professor, Dept of International  
and European Law, Utrecht University

12:30 – 12:50 Part XI, Section 5: addressing perceived gaps

• Dr. Kathy-Ann Brown, Judge, ITLOS

12:50 - 14:30 Lunch Break

14:30 – 14:50 Global cooperation towards achieving a truly compulsory and 
gender inclusive dispute resolution mechanism under UNCLOS

• �Dr. Madhumita Kothari, Partner & Advocate - Hemant Sahai  
& Associates

SESSION VI I I : UNCLOS and opportunities for developing States

14:50 – 14:55 Remarks - TBC

14:55 – 15:15 Developing state and compliance with quota allocation in 
international fisheries: evidence from Indonesia

• Dr. Rachma Indriyani, Faculty of Law, Universitas Sebelas Maret

15:15 – 15:35 UNCLOS and Opportunities for Developing States: Protecting 
Indonesian Migrant Fishers

• �Ms. Dhini Purnamasari, Master student, The Fletcher School of 
Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University, USA

15:35 – 16:15 Coffee break



Women in the Law of Sea Conference 53

SESSION IX: Enhancing the participation of women in the law of the sea

16:15 – 16:20 Remarks - TBC

16:20 – 16:40 Coding ocean equity into the BBNJ Treaty: Understanding the role 
of developing countries in transforming ocean governance

• �Ms. Jacqueline J F Espenilla, Assistant Professor, College of Law,  
University of the Philippines

16:40 – 17:00 Contribution of women in Saudi Arabia to the law of the sea

• Ms. Amal Albawardi, Consultant, Ministry of Energy

17:00 – 17:20 Obstacles preventing women’s participation in the Maritime 
Industry

• Ms. Nasra Juma, High Court of Zanzibar - Judge’s Assistant

17:20 – 17:40 Suggestions for improving the opportunities for women in the 
maritime legal education and practice in India

• �Ms. Pratikalpa Sharma, Ass. Professor, Research, Gujarat National 
Law University, Gandhinagar, Gujarat, India

17:40 – 18:00 The representation of women in the institutions of UNCLOS; Are 
women scientists from LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS involved actively in 
the scientific aspect of law of the sea?

• �Ms. Johanne F A H Andria-manantena, Head of international 
affairs section, national focal point - port state control, lecturer in 
maritime governance Catholic Uni of Madagascar

CLOSING REMARKS

18:00 – 18:15 • Ms. Rabab Fatima, USG UN-OHRLLS

• �H.E. Mr. Michael W. Lodge, Secretary-General, International 
Seabed Authority
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