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The reality of activities in the Area

Different players in the Area need to be
regulated.

[

@ Activities in the Area are entering into

a critical time, focus shifting from
exploration to exploitation.

Eiploration L egislation in the Area issubstantial requirement for

obligations/responsibilities and exemption fromaEbility of
a sponsoring State.



@Chinese laws, rules and regulations on activities within marine
areas under its national jurisdiction, contiagasic legal systems.
@ Law of PRC on the Administration of the Use of 3eaas, 2001
@ Marine Environment Protection Law, 1982 (amendegPl&nd 2014)
@ Mineral Resources Law, 1986 (amended 1996)
@ Regulations on Control over Dumping of Wastes at, 2685

@A wealth of experience was accumulated through the legislative
process of those laws and regulations in terms of regulating
exploration and development of marine mineral resources and
marine environmental protection.
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China’s Activities in the Area
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®Open, sound and democratic we
@ Study the experiences from releva
countries’ legislation and
requirements from UNCLQOS, ISA,
and so on.
@ Extensive survey/discussions with
stakeholders: universities, institutes

enterprises, relevant authorities,
ISA...,

@ Drafting work and deliberation
with hearings in a specific
committee of NPC.

@ Consideration was taken into by
the Standing Committee of NPC
in 2016.
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adopted at the 19th Meeting of
the Standing Committee of the
Twelfth  National  People’s
Congress on February 26, 2016,
is hereby promulgated and shall
enter into force on the date of
May 1, 2016.
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Law of PRC on Exploration for and Exploitation
of Resources in the Deep Seahed Area

Structure (7 chaptersand 29 articles)

. General Provisions b,
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V. Science and Technology Resear 8\ T
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V. Supervision and Inspection
VI. Legal Liability
VIl. Supplementary Provisions




To promote To promotethe
sustainable Toprotect | | development of
utilization of marine deep sea
resourcesin || ©environment || gcience and

theArea technology

\%M\tion activitiesin the deep seawea/

In compliance with the UNCLOS and Regulations of the ISA
as well as relevant international instruments



@ Sustainable development
®Protection of marine environment
®Sound and scientific manner

@I nternational cooperation



Chanter 2: Exploration and Exploitation

@ Article 8:

@ Paragraph 2: the applicant that is given permissiay conduct exploration
and/or exploitation activitiesnly after becoming a contractor upon
signing an exploration and/or exploitation contnaith the ISA.

@ Article 9:

@ Paragraph 2 : the contractor shallill the obligationsin accordance with
the signed exploration and/or exploitation contraasure the safety of
personnel engaged in the exploration and exploitation openatipr otect
the marine environment.

@ Paragraph 3 : the contractor shalbtect, inter alia, historical relics and
laid objectsduring the exploration and exploitation operations.



Chanter 2: Exploration and Exploitation

@ Article 11.:
In case of an incident causing or likely causing serious harm to
the marine environment, the contractor shalinediately

Initiate the contingency plan and take the following measures:

@ immediately raising an alarm;

@ immediately reporting to the department in chargecean affairs under the
State Council, and the department shall notifyrélevant departments
timely;

@taking all practical and reasonable measuresto prevent, reduce and
control the harm to the personnel, propertiesand marine environment.



@Article 12:

The contractor shall, to the reasonable and p@ctic
extent, use available advanced technologies arid sha
take necessary measureptevent, reduce and

control the pollution and other hazardsto the

marine environment arising from the activities In

the exploration and/or exploitation area.



@Article 13:
The contractor shall, in compliance with the provisions and
requirements in the exploration and/or exploitation contract
and with the regulations prescribed by the department in charge
of ocean affairs under the State CounaNestigate and
research the marine status of the exploration and/or
exploitation areagstablish environmental baselines, assess
the possible marine environmental impacts caused by the
exploration and exploitation activitielsir mulate and enforce
environmental monitoring programs, monitor impacts from
the exploration and exploitation activities to the marine
environment thereoénsure the proper operations of the
monitoring equipment andmaintain the original
monitoring records.




@ Article 14:

The contractor shall, when engaging in exploration
and exploitation activitiesake necessary measures
to protect and preservetherareor vulnerable
ecosystems aswell asthe habitat of depleted,
threatened or endangered species and other

forms of marinelife, topreserve marine

biological diversity andpromote the sustainable
uses of marine resour ces.




Chapter 6: Legal Liability

@Article 23: The department in charge of ocean edfander
the State Council mayvoke its permission andwithdraw
relevant documents from those who have violated articles.

@Article 26: For those who have violated articlas eaused
pollution and damageto the marine environment or
damageto historical relicsand laid objectsin the
operation area, the department in charge of ocean affairs
under the State Coundhall order to ceasetheillegal
actions, and impose a fine. For those who have constituted
crimes shall be prosecuted the criminal liability |
accordance with law.
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