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The Megafauna Is one of the size
classes ofi seamount benthos (usually more than 2
cm).

To describe these large benthic animals
of Magellan seamount it was used:the
photoprofiles data.

— Modern investigationiiechnigueseideep:.
. sea oceanfioprPallowsitormake a qualify high
“resolution color photos in digital format.
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= On deep-sea phoetos were found the following benthic
-animalsitaxens:

Porifera
Actiniaria

Anthozoa

Crustacea

Ophiuroidea
chinoeidea

' Holothur0|dea_ -

-—AsterOIdea

= Crinoidea
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EEXISting ecology conditions on seamount regions can be divided on
two, very different categories:

1. Solid cobalt-rich crusts with manganese oxide layer, which can cover
all the bottom sguare or part of it.

2. Clear sandy sediment, sometimes with small mixing of manganese
crust bits.

3. Between these to conditions there are some combinations, of
sediment-solid substrate proportions.

Taxonomical distribution and abundance of benthic organisms have a
strong dependence from these conditions.

@nitheraneas withrelear sediment exist mainly.sea urchins, actinia,

EphIureids and some.Sea stars.

@ e aneas Witilrselid SIS groW SPeRgIES; corals, sea stars and sea
-~ flewers.

Sea cucumbers can be found on both areas.




Poerifera
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Some spongies have a vase form on long thin stalk.
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Anether corals have boedy form like along thick nepe.




Third coral groep — sea pens. lhis is very special animals growing on
crusts; llong centialistalk (aboLt 35 cm)) bears; 25 pailis of branches.




CHlStaCEE

. "
N Y

AlereceasionallN SEEnrsSWInImInG

—

the sea floor —

1~~~
—




e .LC‘:

More often It cani e found




five rays.
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Sea flowers
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D_ehsfty of megafatna taxons Is one of the
Important characteristics of benthic
community.

Large animal activity in deep-sea environment

has a big influence on distributien and life
span of another size groop organisms. In
L fable'you can see the densities of main
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In| talble. you|can see. the densities of main
friegelfeilire iz orls o Megeller searmnolris

" Echinolidea 165
Actinraria 24
Ophiuroidea 3
Holothuroidea 9

Porifera 23
Anthozoa 50
Crustacea 24
= Asteroidear 77
®"Crinoidea 178




In manganese nodule province most part of
animals are deposit feeders. This type of
feeding make them able to active moving.

In cobalt-rich crusts regions most parit of
animals are filter feeders. These animals
Slivesmostly.attached to hand substrate.
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We suppose that'in recent time environment
Investigation should include:

Baseline study, mostly quantity and

species richness of different size classes
of seamount benthos

W2 @n thebhase of getting data. create.an
. Envirenmentalfimpactassessment
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