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Institutional                          Mailing list                      
Principal members (25k USD): 
 

China 
France 
Korea (host – double contribution) 
Norway 
 
Regular members (5k USD): 
 

Canada 
Germany 
India 
Italy 
Japan 
United Kingdom 
 
Corresponding members : 
 

Australia, Brasil, Chile, Mauritius, New Zealand, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, 
Russia, South Africa, United States of America 

InterRidge: Membership in 2020 



InterRidge: Activity in 2019 
 Lead the Science on Mid-ocean Ridges and the Deep Seafloor 

       community → Working Groups → Workshops → Reports → community 

           3 Workshops and 1 Theoretical Institute in 2019 

 

 Speak for Scientists to the Public, Policy Makers, International Agencies… 

      ISA, SCOR 

     Code of Conduct for responsible research at hydrothermal vent 

 

  Disseminate information 

         InterRidge Vent Database 

 

 Promote early-career scientists 

       InterRidge Fellowships and Cruise Bursaries 

       2 Fellowships and 3 bursaries in 2019 



InterRidge actions for early-career scientists: 
InterRidge Student and Postdoctoral Fellowship Program promotes the involvement of young 

scientists in international, collaborative, and interdisciplinary studies of oceanic spreading centers. 

Fellowships are designed to encourage international collaboration on any aspect of ridge-crest science 

by graduate students or postdoctoral researchers, fostering long-standing partnerships for their future 

careers. The Fellowships of up to 5000$ each can be used for any field of ridge-crest research. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



InterRidge actions for early-career scientists: 

InterRidge Cruise Bursaries awarded for travel and subsistence costs to encourage new collaborations 

across the InterRidge member nations and to enable early-career scientists to participate in mid-ocean 

ridge research cruises (up to 2 000 US$ for travel costs to join the cruise). Applicants should have a clear 

role on the research cruise and not be part of the original research team. 



InterRidge actions for early-career scientists 
 
Support to ridge-related meetings & workshops : 

 6th International Symposium on Chemosynthesis-Based Ecosystems (CBE6) in Woods Hole, USA 

 IR workshop on Oceanic Transform Faults 

 SCOR - InterRidge Meeting on "Mid-Ocean Ridges and Other Geological Features of the Indian Ocean" 

 Workshop "Advances in ocean observations – sustained system for deep-sea meroplankton" 27-29 May 

2019 in Aveiro University (Portugal) 



The ISA-InterRidge fellowships 

• The ISA endowment fund has funded 14 trainees through the ISA-
InterRidge fellowships.  Rules and applications were similar to the 
InterRidge fellowships but trainees had to come from a developing 
country. 

• Because the InterRidge Office moves every 3 years, I cannot tell 
much about the first fellowships.  

• The three last fellowships were given to trainees from India, Iran, 
and Nigeria to visit US (2) and UK . 

• The scheme allowed pursuing additional researches and 
developing contacts to early career scientists from developing 
countries.   

• InterRidge is willing to continue it, should ISA have similar views.    



Additional experiences on Capacity 
Building/Development 

• Scientists all over the World supervise M.Sc. 
and Ph.D. students from developing countries 

• By doing so, they contribute to the development 
of capacities in these countries. 

• Some students do not return.  Among those  
who do, some are not given the chance to use 
their new knowledge due to lack of means 
whereas some do get the right position. 



A case story (1/2) 

• Let me tell you my story with Dr. Dass Bissessur, from Mauritius, my 
former PhD student in Paris. 

• In 1998 I led a cruise in the EEZ of Mauritius. We got observers but 
they were from different fields.  I noted the lack of Marine 
Geoscientists in Mauritius. 

• In 2000 I led another cruise in the EEZ of Mauritius.  In the mean 
time the Mauritius Oceanography Institute (MOI)  had been created 
and we had colleagues to interact with.  But still no Marine 
Geoscientist. 

• In 2006 we harboured in Port Louis, being unable to do so in 
Reunion due to Chikungunya outbreak there.  We took the 
opportunity to invite the MOI members and officials from the French 
Embassy.  We expressed the need of a Fellowship for a PhD in 
Marine Geoscience, granted by the Embassy a few months later. 



A case story (2/2) 

• Dass Bissessur defended his PhD in IPG Paris in 2011.  He studied 
the evolution of the Mascarene Basin using a variety of methods. 

• He returned to Mauritius to his position in MOI, where he tried to 
develop the Marine Geoscience lab. 

• He later moved to the Department of Continental Shelf, Maritime 
Zones Administration and Exploration (under the Prime Minister 
Office of Mauritius) 

• Last week we were working together with his colleagues in Port 
Louis on the Continental Shelf extension of Rodrigues Island. 



Dr. Dass Bissessur in his office 
in Port Louis, Mauritius 



A few words of conclusion 

• We should not forget fundamental knowledge in our 
capacity building / development efforts 

• Money is better spent when a project based on individual 
good will is clearly defined and offers good chance of 
successful implementation 

• InterRidge has excellent returns from its Fellowship 
program in general – many laureates get position and 
become future researchers.  Small often works well… 
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