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MANKIND AS A  WHOLE

Article 140. 

Activities in the Area shall be carried for the benefit of mankind as a whole irrespective of geographic 
location of states, whether coastal or landlocked, and taking into particular consideration interests and 
needs of developing states and peoples who have not attained full independence or self-governing status 
[as recognized by the UN]

The Authority shall provide for the equitable sharing of financial .. benefits through any appropriate 
mechanism on a non-discriminatory basis …

What is a developing State?

What interests and needs should be taken into consideration?

Which non-independent and non-self-governing peoples?
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SPECIAL  PROBLEM OF ARTICLE 82(4)

Equitable sharing criteria to be developed must take into account the interests and needs of 
developing States, but particularly ‘the least developed and land-locked among them’.

Can apply different social distribution weight to favour specified countries (but others will lose 
out)

Remedial effect is socio-economic and geographic. 
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