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Outline 

Many environmental standards, guidelines, 
conventions exist that are transferable  

What about the gaps?  

Challenges 

Remember the goals, objectives and principles 

Approaches: Ideas 



 

• e.g. offshore dredging environmental standards 
and guidelines (list not exhaustive)  

Many environmental standards, guidelines, 
conventions exist that are transferable  



• International/General 

Many environmental standards, guidelines, 
conventions exist that are transferable  





 

• Need to consider when we need the standard or guideline  

• Consider: does a standard or guideline change what will happen for 
the better?  

• Need to consider when we will have the knowledge required to put 
reasonable standards and guidelines in place 

 

 

What about the gaps?  



• The industry doesn’t yet exist 
  Adaptive Management is going to be 
 important (47) 

Challenges 



• Responsible management of the resources 
of the Area 

• Effective protection of the marine 
environment 
• What does this look like? (e.g. 30% of the CCZ 

remains untouched by mining) 

• How is this achieved? (e.g. set aside areas)  

 

Remember the goals, objectives 
and principles 



Serious Harm 

• What constitutes serious harm? 

• “Legal definition, not a scientific one” 

• “It’s difficult to have a fixed definition”  

• Links back to needing to define the over-arching goals, objectives and 
principles (ISA)  Contractor demonstrates how these will be met 
through the EIA  EIS, EMMP, Closure Plans 

      regulator to approve or not  

 

Serious Harm  
Approaches: Ideas 



Thresholds 

• In some cases, we can draw 
from existing thresholds  

• Where thresholds are difficult 
to define, might it be better to 
set the general rules now and 
refine as we do and learn 
more? 

Approaches: Ideas 

o Turbidity Thresholds 
o Contaminant Thresholds 
o Sedimentation (cold corals) 

o <10 mm – DNV-GL  
o <6.5 mm – Atlantic (Ken) 

o Noise 
o Temperature  

Example general rule: 
 sediment plumes must not 

impact set-aside areas 



What’s too prescriptive?  

 

• Contractors must use “internationally recognized” standards – YES  

• Particular standard – allow flexibility (e.g. regional) 

 

Approaches: Ideas 



• Partnerships, engagement 

• Common goals  solutions 

Communities 
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Competitors 

Media 

Academia 

Employees 

Suppliers Customers 

Government 

Regulators 

State  
Sponsors 

Contractors 

NGOs 
Approaches: Ideas 


