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O U T L I N E  

• Background & context 
• Objectives of the EFMSR 
• Administration & Policy 
• Finance & resources 
• Key observations and findings 
• Recommendations 
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B A C K G R O U N D  &  C O N T E X T  

Resolution establishing an endowment fund for 
marine scientific research in the Area: 
ISBA/12/A/11 

Decision of the Assembly of the International 
Seabed Authority relating to the terms of 
reference, guidelines and procedures for the 
International Seabed Authority Endowment 
Fund: ISBA/1/A/6 
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O B J E C T I V E S  O F  T H E  E F M S R  
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A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  &  P O L I C Y  

Advisory Panel Meeting at the ISA Secretariat 
2018  
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F I N A N C E  &  R E S O U R C E S  

The initial capital of the EFMSR 

Contributions by ISA, MS, other States, IOs, academic, scientific and technical 
institutions, philanthropic organizations, corporations and private persons.  

Resolution II 
UNCLOS 

ISBA/1/A/6  
(EFMSR ToRs) 

Any balance of income not expended in any year is carried forward to the following year and 
remains available for distribution for a period of two years.  

 
After that, any unexpended income is added to the capital of the EFMSR and is not available for 

distribution   
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US $582,617 disbursed 
from the interest accrued 
on the capital in the form 

of awards for projects 

K e y  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  f i n d i n g s  
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Date of 
contribution 

Contributor Amount contributed 

2019 China $20,000 
Monaco $5,251 

2018 IFREMER $5,000 
2016 Mexico $7,500 
2015 Mexico $7,500 

IFREMER $2,777 
Tonga $1,000 

2014 United Kingdom $10,000 
Republic of Korea $30,000 

Mexico $7,500 
2013 United Kingdom $10,000 

Mexico $5,000 
2012 United Kingdom $20,000 

Mexico $5,000 
2011 Nigeria $10,000 

Mexico $2,500 
Japan $100,000 

2010 United Kingdom $15,253 
2009 Germany $276, 719  

(Application plus interest as of 
2009) 

2008 Norway $250,000 
United Kingdom $29,800 

Mexico $2,500 
Spain $25,514 

Mexico (7): 2008, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015,2016 

United Kingdom (5): 2008, 2010, 2012,2013,2014 

IFREMER (2):  2015, 2018 

Contributions (US$) made to the EFMSR per 
year 

(2008-2019) 
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December 2019,  
145 qualified personnel from 50 

countries 
Asia- Pacific 

39% 

African 
36% 

Eastern European 
3% 

GRULAC 
16% 

Western European 
2% Observer State  

4% 

Regional Group Number trainees 

Asia- Pacific 56 

African 52 

Eastern European 4 

GRULAC 24 

Western European 3 

Observer State 6 
M 

61% 

F 
39% 

I M P A C T  
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InterRidge

Rhodes Academy

Duke University (SMS Conservation project)

TAP-MAR I

TAP-MAR II

INDEEP

EMEPC

SWIR

Marco Polo-Zheng He

Shanghai Jiao Tong University

Deep Ocean Stewardship Initiative (DOSI)

Second Institute of Oceanography (SIO)

Number of trainees by institutions 
funded under the EFMSR (2008-

2019) 
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Endowment Fund Project SIDS LDCs LLDCs 

InterRidge 2 0 0 

Rhodes Academy 7 3 0 

Duke University (SMS Conservation 
project) 

1 0 0 

TAP-MAR I 0 0 0 

TAP-MAR II 2 0 0 

INDEEP 2   0 

EMEPC 0 0 0 

SWIR 1 0 0 

Marco Polo-Zheng He 1 0 0 

Shanghai Jiao Tong University 0 0 0 

Deep Ocean Stewardship Initiative 
(DOSI) 

0 0 0 

Second Institute of Oceanography 
(SIO) 

0 0 0 

Number of trainees by 
institutions  from  

SIDS, LDCs, LLDCs, 
(2008-2019) 
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Example of online survey accessible via SurveyMonkey 
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K e y  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  f i n d i n g s  

Annex 2 of Report: Summary of the responses received for EFMSR 
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R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  

Recommendation 15: ISA should facilitate the identification of the priority 
needs of developing States by developing States, that meet the objectives 
assigned to the EFMSR. 
 
Recommendation 16: The selection criteria used by the institutions 
submitting proposals for funding under the EFMSR should be developed in 
consultation with ISA.  
 
Recommendation 17: ISA should be consulted in the design of the capacity 
development activities funder under the EFMSR.  
 
 
  

Selection 
process 
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R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  

Recommendation 18: Clear indicators and targets should be developed by 
categories of training (law/ocean policy; environmental management; 
engineering, etc) required to meet the needs identified by the developing 
States, members of of ISA.  
 
Recommendation 19: Clear indicators should be developed to assess the 
quality of the capacity development activities funded under the EFMSR.  
 
Recommendation 20: The Advisory Panel could take into account the list of 
priority needs identified by developing States and regularly updated by ISA, 
when making its recommendations.  
 
 
  

Nature  
& type of 
training 
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R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  

Recommendation 21: Consideration should be given to ensure that proposals  
submitted for funding under the EFMSR reflects the capacity development 
needs identified by developing States with particular emphasis for the needs 
of SIDS, LDCs and LLDCs.  
 
Recommendation 22: Consideration should be given to involve 
research/academic institutions from different regions in the pool of 
institutions submitting proposals for funding under the EFMSR.  
 
 
 
  

Allocation of  
funding 
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R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  

Recommendation 23: In line with the decision of the Assembly of ISA at its 
25th session (ISBA/25/A/16), non-governmental organizations having 
observers status with ISA should indicate to the Secretariat how they intend 
to contribute to the capacity development programmes and activities 
implemented by ISA. Accordingly, some options should be explored between 
the Secretary-General and the observers to increase the resources (financial 
and/or in kind) available to the EFMSR.  
 
 
 
  

Contributions 

Limitations Recommendation 24: Consideration could be given to review the terms and 
reference of the EFMSR to allow the use of the capital of the EFMSR to 
support training and technical assistance activities.  
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T H A N K  Y O U !  
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