
Reg. 44bis - Belgian interven�on 

*** 

Thank you Madam Facilitator, 

First of all, Belgium supports the principle and the wording of this Regula�on. The REMP is a condi�o 
sine qua non for the considera�on of an applica�on for a Plan of Work. As you might recall from our 
opening statement, Belgium has added another essen�al condi�on for the considera�on by the Legal 
and Technical Commission of an applica�on for a Plan of Work. I hereby quote:  

Finally, Belgium would like to recall that the member states of the United Na�ons have commited to 
sustainably manage all areas beyond na�onal jurisdic�on, and above all to protect at least 30% of 
the ocean by 2030. For Belgium, it is crystal clear: 30% of the ocean must be protected qualita�vely 
before we can approve any plan of work for exploita�on.  
 

Unquote 
 

The long awaited ‘BBNJ Agreement’ has finally been adopted. Yes! We applaud all States that have 
been contribu�ng to this spark of mul�lateralism in these difficult �mes. But now is the �me to 
implement the Agreement. To paraphrase the famous words by the much respected Singaporese 
Chair of the conference in New York: ‘The ship is se�ng sail to leave the port for its next journey’. 
Therefore, Belgium is of the strong opinion that we first need to know and decide which oceanic 
areas shall be given more protec�on, via the so-called area-based management tools, before we can 
consider ac�vi�es that will have a harmful effect on the marine ecosystem or on parts of it. As 
reflected in the opening statement, we want to concre�ze the threshold for considera�on via the 30 
by 30 condi�on, as adopted during the last CBD conference in Montreal. We know by now quite well 
where poten�al contractors want to develop exploita�on ac�vi�es, but we know very litle about the 
areas we want to more intensely protect. In order to restore that balance, we first need to 
implement the BBNJ Agreement towards the 30 by 30 threshold, and then, only then, we will be able 
to live up to the precau�onary principle and to consider plans of work. 

Hereby, we make a text proposal to integrate this in the dra� Regula�ons, as a paragraph 2. With our 
apologies for being too late to integrate the proposal in the Facilitators’s text. It reads as follows: 

2. The Commission shall only consider an applica�on for a Plan of Work if the implementa�on of the 
agreement under the United Na�ons Conven�on on the Law of the Sea on the conserva�on and the 
sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond na�onal jurisdic�on has led to the 
adop�on of area-based management tools on 30% of the area beyond na�onal jurisdic�on, in 
accordance with ar�cle 19 of this Agreement. 

This should go along with a new �tle for the Ar�cle. E.g. ‘Regional Environmental Management Plans 
and BBNJ Agreement’. 

We of course welcome sugges�ons on other Ar�cles to accommodate this condi�on, or on wording. 

Thank you, Madam Facilitator. 


