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Thank you Madame Facilitator. The Environmental and Monitoring Plan is essential in the 
ecosystem-based approach promoted by the ISA as well as monitoring for potential mining impacts 
to the marine environment. Regarding Paragraph 3, we believe it is important to make it clear that 
the SUPPLEMENTARY monitoring programme for the first 7 years is in addition to the normal 
monitoring programme a Contractor has to conduct for the entire duration of the exploitation and 
post-closure phase. The aim here should be to avoid misunderstanding and to ensure that 
monitoring occurs throughout the mining phase, particularly because of the slow pace of biological 
processes in the deep sea. 
 
The lack of experts or high costs should not prevent monitoring or appropriate assessment. 
Thank you, Madame Facilitator.  
 


