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Application for Observer Status with the International Seabed Authority 

 

A. Information about the organization 

1. Name of organization The Administrative Center for China’s Agenda 21, Ministry of 

Science and Technology, P.R.China 

2. Address of headquarters No.8 YuYuanTan South Road, Haidian District, Beijing, 

100038, P.R.China 

3. Addresses of all branches 

and/or regional headquarters 

No.8 YuYuanTan South Road, Haidian District, Beijing, 

100038, P.R.China 

4. Telephone number +86-010-58884871 

5. Fax number +86-010-58884870 

6. Email address wangwt@acca21.org.cn 

7. Name, title and contact 

details of focal point 

Dr. Wentao WANG 

Director, Divison of Ocean, the Administrative Center for 

China’s Agenda 21, Ministry of Science and Technology, 

P.R.China. 

Email: wangwt@acca21.org.cn 

Tel: +86-010-58884871 

8. Background information on the organization 

Response: The Administrative Center for China’s Agenda 21 (ACCA21) is affiliated to the 

Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST) of China and was established in 1994 after the 

launch of Agenda 21 proposed by the United Nations Conference on Environment & 

Development. 

a. Mission: ACCA21 aims to facilitate the implementation of China’s Agenda 21, to promote 

China's innovation-driven development and sustainable development, to provide innovative 

and professional services for the management of National Key Research and Development 

(R&D) Programs, to pursue ways and approaches balancing comprehensive and multi-level 

development of economy, society, and environment by means of technological innovation, 

and to foster China and international partnerships for addressing the global challenges of 

sustainable development. 

b. Structure: With one Director-General and two deputy Director-General as the leadership and 

one Chief Engineer, the ACCA21 has eight divisions, including Division of General Affair 

and Supervision, Division of Planning and Information, Division of Strategy Research and 

Regional Development, Division of Social Services, Division of Ecology and Environment, 

Division of Ocean, Division of Global Environment and Division of Resource. 

c. Human Resources: ACCA21 now has over 80 staff members. Over 90% of them have 

graduate degrees and over 50% of them have PhD. The education background of these staff 

members is related to resource, environment, ocean and other STEM-related disciplines.  

 

9. Is the organization a member of, affiliated to or otherwise associated with another 

organization that has been granted observer status with the Authority? 

Response: No. 

 

10. Is the organization affiliated to consultants of the Authority, contractors with the 
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Authority, entities in connection with the law of the sea, the offshore and deep-sea mining 

industry, research institutes or the mineral marketing and processing industry? 

Response: No. 

 

11. Relationships with intergovernmental organizations 

Response: ACCA21 has established good cooperative relationships with intergovernmental 

organizations.  

a. Regarding climate change, ACCA21 obtained the admission of observers in the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) at the twenty-sixth session of 

the Conference of the Parties (COP 26) and has been giving continuous contributions to the 

UNFCCC process. ACCA21 also actively participates in the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change (IPCC) meetings. Besides, ACCA21 and International Energy Agency (IEA) 

have carried out rich cooperation in personnel exchanges, scientific research and other 

aspects, and jointly published research reports. 

b. Regarding ocean science and technology, ACCA21 takes the lead of the BRICS Working 

Group on Ocean and Polar Science and Technology to carry out in-depth cooperation among 

the BRICS countries in the fields of ocean observation and prediction, hadal trench research, 

marine ecosystem health, and polar scientific research. In addition, ACCA21 also participates 

in the International Ocean Discovery Program (IODP) Forum, the Arctic Circle Assembly, and 

promotes maritime cooperation between Hong Kong, Macau and the Mainland.  

c. Regarding sustainable development, ACCA21 has been qualified by IOC-UNESCO as a 

Decade Implementing Partner (DIP) for the UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable 

Development in July 2022. ACCA21 is continuously expanding research networks from 

nationwide to worldwide in order to jointly design and incubate the Ocean Decade in terms of 

programme, projects, activities, and actively coordinates the resources for sustainable 

development. Meanwhile, Chinese Society for Sustainable Development, an organization 

managed by ACCA21, has a consultative status with United Nations Economic and Social 

Council. Therefore, ACCA21 can participate in the work of sustainable development under 

the framework of the United Nations. 

 

12. List of publications and/or other relevant documentation 

Response: ACCA21 is focusing on sustainable development issues and conducting in-depth S&T 

innovation strategy research. Meanwhile, ACCA21 also operates and organizes lots of 

ocean-related research. ACCA21 has published more than 100 publications, and the representative 

list of publications and/or other relevant documentation of ACCA21 is as follows, 

[1] China Energy Report (2016): Energy Market Research,《中国能源报告(2016):能源市场研

究》(in Chinese) 

[2] Theory and Application of Eco-Compensation,《生态补偿的理论与应用》(in Chinese) 

[3] Medium-and-long-term scientific and technological development plan for the marine sector 

towards 2035,《面向 2035 年海洋中长期科技发展规划》(in Chinese) 

[4] The 13th Five-Year Plan for Scientific and Technological Innovation in the Marine Field,《海

洋科技创新“十三五”规划》(in Chinese) 

[5] Fourth National Assessment Report on Climate Change,《第四次气候变化国家评估报告》

(in Chinese) 
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[6] International scientific and technological cooperation to address climate change: 

International experience and China's strategy,《应对气候变化国际科技合作：国际经验与

中国策略》(in Chinese) 

[7] Climate change in areas along the Belt and Road,《“一带一路”沿线地区的气候变化》(in 

Chinese) 

[8] Cooperation Mechanism and Future Modality of Ocean and Polar Science and Technology 

Innovation Among BRICS Countries,《金砖国家海洋极地科技创新合作机制与未来模式》

(in Chinese) 

[9] Historical track of world sustainable development,《世界可持续发展历史轨迹》(in Chinese) 

[10] Annual report on carbon dioxide Capture, Utilization and Storage in China,《中国二氧化碳

捕集利用与封存年度报告》(in Chinese) 

[11] International Scientific and Technological Development Report on Climate Change,《国际应

对气候变化科技发展报告》(in Chinese)  

[12] International practice and Chinese strategy of climate change adaptation,《适应气候变化的

国际实践与中国战略》(in Chinese)  

[13] National Progress Report on Addressing Climate Change 2019,《应对气候变化国家研究进

展报告 2019》(in Chinese) 

[14] Exploring the mode of transfer of renewable energy technology in South-South cooperation,

《南南合作可再生能源技术转移模式探索》(in Chinese) 

[15] Research report on scientific and technological innovation in the field of resources,《资源领

域科技创新研究报告》(in Chinese) 

[16] Theory and method of green innovation economy,《绿色创新经济理论与方法》(in Chinese) 

[17] CCUS project cost accounting method and financing,《CCUS 项目成本核算方法与融资》

(in Chinese)  

[18] Roadmap for Carbon Capture, Utilization and Storage Technology Development in China，

《中国碳捕集利用与封存技术发展路线图》(in English & Chinese) 

[19] Opportunities for Hydrogen Production with CCUS in China,《中国耦合 CCUS 制氢机遇》

(in English & Chinese) 

[20] Sustainable development roadmap for China deep-sea mining,《中国深海采矿可持续发展路

线图》(in Chinese) 

[21] Annual report on China deep-sea mining,《中国深海采矿年度报告》(in Chinese) 

 

 

B. Interest in matters under consideration by the Assembly 

13. Briefly outline how your organization intends to demonstrate its interest in matters 

under consideration by the Assembly, including by answering questions 14 to 17 and by 

providing any other relevant information related to the application for observer status. 

Response: By becoming an Observer with the ISA, ACCA21 aims to actively participate in 

discussions, provide valuable insights, and contribute to the development of policies and 

regulations related to deep-sea mining and marine resource management. ACCA21 is not only a 

research and management institute, it is better called a bridge between the government and 

academic circles. Through project management and strategic research, ACCA21 can better grasp 

the relevant dynamics and scientific frontiers of oceanography, the obstacles encountered and the 

scientific problems that need to be solved. More importantly, ACCA21 can better feedback on 
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these opinions to the Ministry of Science and Technology and higher-level leaders for their 

decision-making reference. In addition, ACCA21 can convene domestic and foreign stakeholders 

to the greatest extent, whether it is a scientific research institute, enterprise company, bank 

financial institution, or government department. 

 

14. Briefly outline whether and how the purposes or activities of the organization relate to 

the work of the Authority. 

Response: ACCA21 acts as the pioneer and driving force to push China toward sustainable 

development. It serves as four platforms for strategic research, project management, regional 

demonstration and international cooperation in resources, environment, ecology, ocean, climate 

change, disaster prevention and mitigation, and other public relevant fields, which are closely 

related to the work of the Authority.  

a. Regarding the strategic research, ACCA21 is focusing on sustainable development issues 

and conducting in-depth S&T innovation strategy research in fields of climate change, smart 

society, sustainable energy and resources, green technology innovation system and so on. 

ACCA21 also operates and organizes lots of ocean-related research covering China’s marine 

science and technology international competitiveness, BRICS ocean and polar science and 

technology, marine carbon neutrality, SDG6, 13, 14 related research, and water resources 

technology. ACCA21 has published more than 100 publications, for example: BRICS Marine 

Polar Science and Technology Innovation Cooperation Mechanism and Future Model, China 

Energy Report (2016): Energy Market Research, National Progress Report on Addressing 

Climate Change 2019, Theory and Application of Eco-Compensation, Sustainable 

development roadmap for China deep-sea mining, etc. ACCA21 also compiled a series of 

national reports such as The Third National Assessment Report on Climate Change and A 

Report on CO2 Utilization Technologies Assessment in China, Medium-and-long-term 

scientific and technological development plan for the marine sector towards 2035, The 13th 

Five-Year Plan for Scientific and Technological Innovation in the Marine Field, Annual report 

on China deep-sea mining. ACCA21 has published more than 200 academic papers such as 

SCI/SSCI/EI and Chinese core journals.  

b. Regarding the project management, during the 13th Five-Year Plan of China, ACCA21 

managed over 30 billion RMB for R&D programme. The two ocean-related programs namely, 

Deep-Sea Technology and System, Marine Environment Security Protection, have a total 

budget of 5 billion RMB. During this period, the main achievements include numerical 

forecasting of the marine environment, detection and prevention of red tides in coastal waters, 

national marine environment security system, ocean microwave remote sensing observation 

technology, research and development of all-sea deep submersibles and key deep-sea 

cutting-edge technologies, key technologies for the exploration, development and utilization 

of deep-sea energy, minerals and biological resources, etc. During the14th Five-Year plan, the 

budget managed by ACCA21 for R&D in the ocean and polar science and technology has 

reached more than 6 billion RMB covering most of the SDG14 specific targets like reducing 

ocean pollution, eutrophication, ocean acidification, overfishing, ocean prediction, ecosystem 

health and so on. 

c. Regarding the regional demonstration, ACCA21 is committed to advancing the 

implementation of new development concepts, deepening cooperation with local 
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governments, and creating a sustainable development innovation demonstration highland. As 

of July 2023, the State Council of China has approved the construction of innovation 

demonstration zones in eleven cities: Taiyuan, Guilin, Shenzhen, Chenzhou, Lincang, 

Chengde, Ordos, Xuzhou, Huzhou, Zaozhuang and Hainan Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture. 

ACCA21 has made a great contribution during the approval process of these eleven cities for 

establishing the demonstration zone. Among them, Shenzhen is a large ocean and coastal city. 

Relying on the policy advantage of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area, 

Shenzhen is accelerating the construction of a global ocean center city. ACCA21 provides 

Shenzhen with quite of few policy references in terms of ocean technology and sustainable 

development to promote the regional transformation and application demonstration of marine 

scientific research and technologies. 

d. Regarding the international cooperation, ACCA21 has more than 40 cooperative partners 

from all over the world in the fields of climate change, ocean, low carbon city, energy, and so 

on. ACCA21 also has the China-US Sustainable Development Center and Technology 

Transfer South-South Cooperation Center. In 1999, the China-US Center for Sustainable 

Development was established. Since its establishment, the center has carried out relevant 

work in sustainable school construction, climate change training, sustainable land use and 

urban management, and personnel exchanges, with remarkable results. On September 12, 

2019, the South-South Cooperation Center for Technology Transfer was formally established 

in Beijing. It is an organization jointly established by ACCA21 and the United Nations 

Development Program (UNDP) with the approval of the Ministry of Science and Technology. 

The aim is to accurately connect technology demand and supply by building a technology 

transfer platform and database, and provide South-South partners with appropriate sustainable 

development technology solutions. ACCA21 also takes the lead of the BRICS Working Group 

on Ocean and Polar Science and Technology to carry out in-depth cooperation between the 

BRICS countries in the fields of ocean observation and prediction, hadal trench research, 

marine ecosystem health, and polar scientific research. In addition, ACCA21 also actively 

participates in the International Ocean Discovery Program (IODP) Forum, the United Nations 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) meetings, the Arctic Circle Assembly, 

and promotes maritime cooperation between Hong Kong, Macau and the Mainland. 

Meanwhile, ACCA21 is also been approved to act as a Decade Implementing Partner (DIP) 

for the UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development. 

 

15. Briefly outline whether and how your organization intends to contribute to the work of 

the Authority, for example by providing specialized information, advice or expertise, or by 

identifying or helping to procure the services of experts or consultants. 

Response: Global deep-sea mining is still facing many challenges in environmental protection, 

economy, law and technology. The International Seabed Authority (ISA) has the mandate to 

ensure the effective protection of the marine environment from harmful effects that may arise 

from deep-seabed-related activities. ACCA21 has so many functions like a bridge and think tank 

with four platforms (See Q14 for details) to promote innovation-driven and sustainable 

development. In order to facilitate the work of ISA, ACCA21 intends to contribute to the work in 

the following aspects: 

a. Strategic Research: ACCA21 will actively carry out strategic research on the work of ISA. 
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ACCA21 will coordinate and assemble professional teams to analyze trends and challenges in 

the development of international seabed resources, as well as strategies to respond in the 

context of different strategic decisions. The member of the professional teams will be selected 

from the ocean or mining-related institutes/companies/associations, e.g., the Second/Third 

Institute of Oceanography affiliated to the Ministry of Natural Resources, P.R.C., Shanghai 

Jiao Tong University, Changsha Research Institute of Mining and Metallurgy Co Ltd, China 

Ocean Mineral Resource R&D Association. Through in-depth research and strategic reports, 

ACCA21 is going to provide professional suggestions and decision-making basis for the ISA. 

b. Scientific and Technological Development: ACCA21 has extensive experience in the 

management of scientific research projects. The development and utilization of seabed 

minerals are still faced with many technical problems, including many scientific problems to 

be solved. ACCA21 will play its role as a bridge, encouraging and guiding scientists and 

research institutions to explore the potential of deep-sea mineral resources and sustainable 

development technology, and promote the application of advanced technology in deep-sea 

mineral development, in order to improve resource development efficiency and environmental 

protection level. 

c. Support to the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science: ACCA21 won a good 

international reputation with fruitful cooperation with the international community and has 

been officially approved as a Decade Implementing Partner (DIP) for the UN Decade of 

Ocean Science for Sustainable Development. As a DIP, ACCA21 is guided by the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development and China's Action Framework to promote the deep 

integration of marine science and technology, and has the same goal with ISA in support of 

the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science. While promoting the realization of the global 

marine sustainable development goals, ACCA21, meanwhile, will carry out publicity and 

education activities to improve the global awareness and understanding of deep-sea mineral 

resources development, and advocate environmental awareness to support ISA's efforts in 

sustainable development. 

d. Capacity Building: ACCA21 is able to coordinate almost all of China's maritime institutions 

and organizations, and has a good international cooperation relationship. In terms of capacity 

building, it can provide a training and exchange platform for ISA. ACCA21 will invite 

domestic and foreign experts and scholars to carry out training courses on deep-sea mineral 

resources development, environmental protection technology and legal policies. For example, 

ACCA21 can coordinate the power of the UNESCO/IOC-RTRC-ODC Regional Training and 

Research Center on Ocean Dynamics and Climate (ODC) to carry out international training 

courses. ODC has made important progress since its establishment, and has made outstanding 

contributions to the international community in the fields of youth marine science and 

technology training, ocean model research and development, and ocean forecasting system 

technology services. 

e. Workshops/Forums: ACCA21 plans to hold international workshops/forums related to 

seabed minerals, inviting ISA member states, industry experts and stakeholders to participate. 

In these workshops/forums, ACCA21 will discuss the problems and challenges in the 

development of deep-sea mineral resources and jointly explore feasible solutions. These 

workshops/forums will promote cooperation and exchanges among all parties, and provide 

valuable opinions and suggestions for ISA. 
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16. Briefly outline whether and how your organization has the expertise and the capacity to 

contribute, within its field of competence, to the work of the Authority, in particular in 

connection with the law of the sea, the protection of the marine environment, the offshore 

and deep-sea mining industry, technology, minerals processing and marketing, activities in 

the Area and marine scientific research in the Area. 

Response: ACCA21, with its expertise and capacity in the fields of oceanography, resource 

management, and environmental studies, is well-positioned to contribute to the work of the 

International Seabed Authority (ISA). ACCA21 can contribute to the work of the Authority in the 

following ways: 

a. Professional Agency: ACCA21 boasts a highly skilled team of over 80 full-time staff 

members with educational backgrounds in resource management, environmental studies, 

oceanography, and other STEM disciplines. More than 50% of the staff hold PhD, and over 

90% have graduate degrees. 

b. Extensive Network: ACCA21 has a vast network of experts, including over 200 members in 

the 13th Five-Year Key Special Expert Group and over 1,000 experts in sustainable 

development and climate change. These experts include renowned scientific researchers, 

including academicians from the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Chinese Academy of 

Engineering. 

c. Project Management and Collaboration: ACCA21 has rich experience in project 

management, strategic research, and international cooperation in the fields of oceanography 

and polar science. ACCA21 has successfully undertaken National Key R&D Programs, 

receiving significant funding of more than 30 billion RMB. The organization has also 

established cooperative relations with more than 40 countries and regions, engaging in nearly 

70 cooperative projects with a cooperation fund exceeding 350 million RMB. 

d. Leadership and Participation: ACCA21 takes a leadership role in the BRICS Ocean and 

Polar Science and Technology working group. ACCA21 actively participates in influential 

events such as the Arctic Science Ministerial Conference and organizes domestic institutions 

to join initiatives like the International Ocean Discovery Program (IODP) and the Arctic 

Circle Assembly. These efforts strongly promote international cooperation in the ocean and 

polar fields. 

Given the expertise, experience, and collaborative approach, ACCA21 is well-equipped to 

contribute to the work of the International Seabed Authority. ACCA21 can provide valuable 

insights, research, and project management support in areas related to the sustainable development 

of seabed resources, environmental impact assessments, and the protection of marine ecosystems. 

 

17. Briefly outline whether and how your organization intends to contribute to the 

capacity-building programmes and initiatives of the Authority (e.g., Secretary-General’s 

award, voluntary commitments of the Authority). 

Response: ACCA21 can contribute to capacity-building programmes and initiatives of the 

Authority in various ways, such as providing financial support, sharing knowledge and expertise, 

participating in training programs, and collaborating with other organizations to promote 

sustainable development of the deep seabed. Here's a brief outline of how ACCA21 plans to 

contribute: 

a. Promoting ISA Initiatives: ACCA21 can use its official communication channels to raise 
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awareness about the ISA's capacity-building programs. This could involve featuring these 

initiatives, sharing updates with the network, and encouraging stakeholders to support these 

programs. 

b. Sharing Expertise and Knowledge: ACCA21 is like a huge scientific think tank with 

powerful support from a large number of experts in various fields, including marine science, 

data analysis, and environmental sustainability. ACCA21 plans to share expertise by 

participating in workshops, forums, and training programs under the framework of the ISA. 

ACCA21 can provide insights into best practices, emerging trends, and innovative solutions in 

these areas. 

c. Collaborative Research: ACCA21 is open to partnering with the ISA on research projects 

that align with the organization's mission and the ISA's capacity-building objectives. This 

could involve conducting joint studies, sharing data, or co-publishing research findings. 

d. Technology Transfer: ACCA21 is willing to explore opportunities for technology transfer, 

particularly in developing areas such as African countries in terms of data analysis, marine 

environmental monitoring and assessment. 

ACCA21 will be guided by a deep understanding of the needs and preferences of the ISA and its 

stakeholders, as well as to achieve its objectives of promoting responsible exploration of the deep 

seabed and ensuring the effective protection of the marine environment. ACCA21 looks forward 

to the opportunity to contribute to these significant capacity-building programmes and initiatives 

of the Authority. 

 

 

 

 

To better support the application, the relevant information (Outlined in the following Annexes 

Table) is also provided at the end. 

Annexes Table 

No. Title 

01 DIP Endorsement Letter 

02 Admission by COP 26 of Observer Organizations to the UNFCCC process 

03 Joint Statement on the 4th Meeting of the BRICS Working Group on Ocean and Polar 

Science and Technology 

04 Invitation of the fifth Assembly of the Arctic Circle held in Iceland in 2019 

05 Invitation of IODP JOIDES Resolution Facility Board Meeting in 2023 

06 Book Cover: Cooperation Mechanism and Future Modality of Ocean and Polar Science 

and Technology Innovation Among BRICS Countries 

07 Book Cover: Opportunities for Hydrogen Production with CCUS in China 
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Annex 01: DIP Endorsement Letter 
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Annex 02: Admission by COP 26 of Observer Organizations to the UNFCCC process 
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Annex 03: Joint Statement on the 4th Meeting of the BRICS Working Group on Ocean and 

Polar Science and Technology 
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Annex 04: Invitation of the fifth Assembly of the Arctic Circle held in Iceland in 2019 
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Annex 05: Invitation of IODP JOIDES Resolution Facility Board Meeting in 2023 
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Annex 06: Cooperation Mechanism and Future Modality of Ocean and Polar Science and 

Technology Innovation Among BRICS Countries (Book Cover) 
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Annex 07: Opportunities for Hydrogen Production with CCUS in China (Book Cover) 

 

 

 

 


