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Please fill out one form for each textual proposal which your delegation(s) wish(es) to
amend, add or delete and send to council@isa.org.jm.

1. Name of Working Group:
Environment
2. Name(s) of Delegation(s) making the proposal:
Federal Republic of Germany
3. Please indicate the relevant provision to which the textual proposal refers.
Annex Xter
Red text is in original draft; blue text indicates Germany’s textual proposals

4. Kindly provide the proposed amendments to the regulation or standard or
guideline in the text box below, using the “track changes” function in Microsoft
Word. Please only reproduce the parts of the text that are being amended or
deleted.

Annex Xter [IWG ENV]

Design Criteria for Impact Reference Zones (IRZs) and
Preservation Reference Zones (PRZs)

Annex [Alt.]

2. The applicant needs to demonstrate that the IRZ/PRZs are
fecologically}[envirenmentally] similar before the commencement of mining.
Additional PRZs and IRZs have to be introduced subsequently, once areas
ecologically dissimilar from the primary PRZ are impacted, to warrant future
comparability.

3. {To designate representative IRZs/PRZs requires characterisation of the pelagic
and benthic environment including all sub-habitats that may be impacted by mining
operations, and determination of regional distributions and patterns of connectivity
of communities. Temporal variation must also be evaluated over multiple years.}

5. [All types} [Fereach-type] of impact from mining-related activities in any contract

area identified-inthe Environmental-hmpact- Statement,Jthere] must [be-atleastone ]
correspondfing}-{with} at least one IRZ[/AHRZs} which will enable the Contractor to


mailto:council@isa.org.jm

monitor [that]-fthese} impacts. [Designation of}-[Fhis-is-tikely-to-require} multiple
IRZs f(or a very large IRZ)}His-pessible may be necessary for this purpose.}

7. PRZs will be important in identifying natural variations in environmental
conditions against which impacts shall be assessed and must be comparable to that
of the impacted areas, in accordance with the relevant Standards [and], taking into
account the relevant GU|deI|nes The-abiotic-and biotic baseline data-include but are

8. PRZs must be areas that will not be impacted by mining activities from any
contractor, including impacts from operational and discharge plumes and including
during the post-closure period. PRZs must also be free [as far as possible] from
impacts of other industrial activities|. PRZs must have to remain unimpacted
throughout the post-mining monitoring period.}

13. The longevity of PRZs fand duration of post-monitoring }-fis}-fare} important;.
The} duration of post mlnlng monltonng should Iast untllmem{ennguresuhsshewa

EMMR&HQ%@PGMSHF&QL&H& no measurable dlfference between IRZ and PRZ can

be detected anymore.

5. Please indicate the rationale for the proposal. [150-word limit]

e Para 2: to be useful for any meaningful comparison, IRZs and PRZs need to be
ecologically (incl. zoologically) comparable, because environmental (abiotic)
comparisons would not suffice to protect the Marine Environment. Therefore, the
comparison of IRZs and PRZs with one another requires similar species inventories in
both areas to be comparable.

e Para 5: IRZs will be needed for all impacts to be monitored and not just for the ones
anticipated in the EIS.

e Para 3: Germany supports the inclusion of para 3, which is directly relevant for
PRZs/IRZs.

e Paras 11-16 require more technical detail which could be provided in an
accompanying Standard.

e Para 13: Post-mining monitoring should occur until no measurable difference
between IRZ and PRZ can be detected anymore. Anything less than that will imply



that the ISA tolerates a certain level of long-term harm to ecosystem functions,
which would be problematic.

In response to the Facilitator’s comment, Germany strongly believes that all PRZs will
need to be within a Contract Area.



	Annex Xter [IWG ENV]
	Design Criteria for Impact Reference Zones (IRZs) and Preservation Reference Zones (PRZs)

