Decision of the Assembly of the International Seabed Authority on the establishment
development of a general policy of the Authority for the protection and preservation of
the marine environment

The Assembly of the International Seabed Authority,

Recalling further-that pursuant to Article 160 of the Convention, the Assembly shall
have the power to establish general policies in conformity with the relevant provisions of the
Convention on any question or matter within the competence of the Authority-,

Mindful that under paragraph 1 of Section 3 of the Annex to the 1994 Agreement of
Part XI the general policies of the Authority shall be established by the Assembly in
collaboration with the Council,

Recognizing the need for a general policy for the protection and preservation of the
marine environment to be developed..—agreed-and-adopted-before—anyplan-of-work—for

Understanding the need for further discussion on the possible elements that could
comprise such a general policy in order to hear the perspectives and proposals from members
of the Authority and observers with a view to identifying areas of general agreement.

Desiring to continue the work on this matter intersessionally in a constructive manner,
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21. Alse-d Decides to establish an informal intersessional -dialogue to facilitate further

discussion on the following topics:

c) The elements that need—to might be included in the—forthe protection—-and

preservation-ofthe marine-environment any such policy.

a)

b)

23. Additionally, decides on the following modalities of the intersessional dialogue:

The informal intersessional dialogue shall be open to all members of the Authority,
including members of the Council, as well as members of the LTFS-Commission, the
Interim Director-General of the Enterprise, and observers—ebservers—and-interested
The informal intersessional dialogue shall be co-facilitated by [ ] from [ ]
and [ ] from [ ]; and

The informal intersessional dialogue shall be convened regularly between the date of
adoption of the present decision and the next meeting of the Assembly, in July 2025,
using virtual means, starting in [];

34. Further decides that the Co-Facilitators of the above-mentioned dialogue shall:

Prepare and present a briefing note to the Council at the first part of its 30th Session;
and
Prepare and present a report ef-the-diseussiens-to the Assembly at its next meeting, in

July 2025, including a summary of the discussion and conclusions. a-draftpropesal-efa
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5. Requests the Secretariat to provide all necessary administrative and technical support

as may be required by the Co-Facilitators.

6. Also regueststhe-LTCencourages members of the Commission to participate in the

dialogue,,
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