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Comment
The content of draft regulation 44 ter. was welcomed by many delegations. However, many delegations suggested that
this content would be better handled within a policy framework that would apply to the Authority as a whole and not
just for Exploitation Contracts. The content has for the time being been placed in the Revised Suspense Document for
further consideration and further work on the general policy on environmental matters.

We strongly support DR44 ter. We consider the agreement of environmental objectives at the institutional level an
important step to assist the ISA meet its obligations under Article 145 of UNCLOS and give effect to the precautionary
principle. While we understand why its content might be better suited for a policy document that applies to all of the
ISA’s work, we prefer retaining the text here for now, until there are plans for the development of an environmental
policy. In this regard, we note the extensive discussions of the same matter at the Assembly in both July 2023 and July
2024 that led only to an inconclusive deferral of discussions for a further 12 months. “Overlap” with these Regulations
was actually cited as one reason for not progressing a general policy at Assembly last year.! It is hard to see how this
essential part of the ISA’s regime will be progressed, if it is both blocked at the Assembly and removed from the
Regulations.

! Paragraph 47 of the Statement by the President on the work of the Assembly of the International Seabed Authority
at its twenty-ninth session (4 August 2024) https://www.isa.org.jm/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/2414468E.pdf



